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• ATIVE NOTE 


June 22. 1969 





Attached sets forth inforaatlon 
received from highly sensitive New York 
source concerning contact between Stanley 
Levison and Harry Yachtel. Levison was 
advisor to Martin Luther King, Jr., and 
as late as 1964 Identified as secret CP 
member. Harry Yachtel is New York 
attorney and advisor to Southern Christ^i 
Leadership Conference, organization 
founded by King. 


Discussion between Levison and 
Yachtel relates to special coverage by 
the FBI including coverage of King. 
Yachtel mentioned he bad talked to Clark 
(apparently former Attorney General 
Ramsey Clark) concerning this special 
coverage. Teletype indicates Levison 


coverage. Teletype inaicates iievxson 
to 'meet with James Yechsler, New York 
newspaper coliimnist. 


Due to nature of source and 
material contained in teletype, i^o.. 
dissemination being made. 
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FOLLOWING INFORMATION WAS FURNISHED BY 


ON JUNE TWO ONE, SIXTY NINE- 


CLASSIFY "SECRET’)N 

U- 


ONE JUNE TWENTY FIRST, NINETEEN SIXTY NINE, 

HARPY WACHTEL, NEW YORK ATTORNEY AND SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN 
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE ADVISOR, TOLD STANLEY LEVISON 
THAT THE GUESTS AT A PARTY ON JUNE TWENTY, LAST WERE 
TRYING TO GUESS THE IDENTITY OF THE COMMUNIST-MARXIST- 
LENINIST LAWYER WHO HAD BEEN TAPPED. WACHTEL SAID HE 




iM 


COULD ONLY ANSWER THAT IT WAS NOT HE. THE GUESTS 


DECIDED THAT IT WAS (WILLIAM) KUNSTLER, NEW YORK ATT^NEY. 
WACHTEL TOLD THEM THAT HE DIDN’T KNOW, BUT THAT 


IT WASN’T CLARENCE 
END PAGE ONE 
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PAGE TWO 

LEVISON TOLD WACHTEL TO TELL HIS (WACHTEL'S) 

CLIENTS WHO THE LAWYER REALLY WAS. LEVISON HAD ALREADY 
TOLD MOE EONER, OFFICER OF L^CAL ONE ONE NINE Nil 
DRUG AND HOSPITAL WORKERS, NYC, 

WACHTEL SAID THAT RAMSEY CLARK IS HITTING HARD 
AND THAT KATZENBACH IS SITTING THERE SAYING NOTHING. HE 
SAID THAT THEY HAVE PRETTY WELL ACKNOWLEDGED THEY ARE ALL 
INVOLVED, NOV THAT ROBERT KENNEDY PUSHED IT. WACHTEL SAID 
THE WHOLE THRUST IS NOW THAT KENNEDY DID JOT PUSH IT. 


«NEDY DID J( 

LEVISON SAID HE SAW (JAMES) W E -XirER, NEWSPAPER 




COLUMNIST, AND ASKED HIM WHAT KIND OF THING THIS IS. HE SAID 
HE TOLD WEXfc & R THAT CIVIL LIBERTIES ISSUES WERE ALL RIGHT FOR 




HIM TO HAMMER ON, BUT WHAT WAS THIS. LEVISON TOLD WACHTEL 

THAT WE.YLEg WROTE THE ARTICLE WHEN HE WAS DRUNK. LEVISON 

SAID THAT HE HAD TOLD MOE TO TELL WE - XbKB TO LAY OFF THE SUBJECT. 

WACHTEL SAID HE INTENDED TO CALL ON THE BASIS OF 

THE MIAMI HERALD THING AND POINT OUT THAT IT WAS DON 

FROM NINETEEN SIXTY ONE ON. 

I 

END PAGE TWO 




PAGE THREE 
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WACHTEL SAID HE WAS NOT KEEN ON ACQUIRING TRANSCRIPTS 
OF TAPED CONVERSATIONS. LEVISON THOUGHT IT N^VE TO 
THINK THEY TAPPED THE OFFICE AND NOT THE HOME. HE SAID 
THAT THEY WOULD TAP THE OTHER END TO GET MORE MILEAGE. 
LEVISON said THEY WOULD TAP HIM (LEVISON) AND NOT HIM. 
WACHTEL SAID "I HAVE CERTAIN WAYS OF GETTING SOME 
VERIFICATION AND I HAVE INTENTIONS OF GETTING IT IF I CAN’ 

WACHTEL SAID THE TIMES HAD AN EDITORIAL ON BUGGING 
IN CHICAGO. HE SAID THAT WHAT THE FBI IS DOING STANDS 
ON ITS OWN AS WRONG. 

LEVISON SAID THAT IN GENERAL WHAT IS NEEDED IS TO 
GET HOOVER TO BRING THE TAPES OUT, BUT THAT CORETTA 
(KING) DOES NOT WANT TO GO FURTHER. 

LEVISON SAID HE KNOWS THIS GUY ARRINGTON (PHONETIC) 
THAT HE IS SOME SORT OF A PROCURER. WACHTEL THEN SAID 
THAT HE WOULD NOT TELL LEVISON ANYTHING, BECAUSE THE 



A 


LATTER* S LINES .MAY STILL BE TAPPED. 

LEVISON SAID THAT If tf . XLK R IS A SCHNOR FOR MAKING 


A 


IT ALL PUBLIC. HE AGREED THAT CLARK IS A GOOD GUY 
FOR what he IS SAYING. 

END PAGE THREE 


% 




PAGE FOUR 

WACHTEL SAID HE TALKED TO CLARK A LONG TIME ABOUT 
WHAT WAS IN THE TAPES, AND THAT HIS FUNDAMENTAL NOTION 
WAS THAT IT WAS NOT REALLY VERY CONCRETE. WACHTEL 
SAID IT DEPENDS ON WHO IS SITTING UP THERE. HE SAID THAT 
IN CLARK’S TIME, IT MIGHT HAVE BEEN POSSIBLE TO HAVE 


A VIEWING (OF THE TRANSCRIPTS) UP TO THE POINT OF 
MAKING THE DECISION OF WHETHER OR NOT TO SHOW THEM 

i (PUbScALLY). 

/> 

ON JUNE TWENTY ONE, SIXTY NINE, MOE FONER TOLD 
STANLEY LEVISON ABOUT THE MIAMI HER^D ARTICLE WHICH 
STATED THAT THEY HAVE PICTURES OF KING IN BED, ETC, 
LEVISON SAID THAT THERE ISN’T ANYONE IN PUBLIC 
WHO ISN’T TAPPED. 

LEVISON SAID THAT KING WAS GOING TO SUPPORT 
ROBERT KENNEDY FOR THE PRESIDENCY. HE SAID THAT THIS 
FACT WOULD APPEAR IN THE BOOK. 

END PAGE FOUR 
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PAGE FIVE 

LEVISON TOLD FONER THAT HE AGREED WITH JIKMY’S 

cA iLtn 

( WC > ;LCR ) FU^iDAMENTAL PREMISES THAT MAYBE IT IS TIME TO 

GO INTO THIS. FONER SAID THAT THE PROBLEM WITH JIMMY 

IS THAT HE IS ONE OF THE FEW GUYS WHO HAS BEEN WILLING 

TO TAKE ON HOOVER IN THE OPEN. LEVISON SAID HE THINKS 

that he (LEVISON) AND JIMMY 
AS HE (LEVISON) HAS SOME CPI 

NYO HAS NO INFORMATION AS TO WACHTEL'S MEANS 
OF VERIFICATION AS SET OUT ABOVE. 

NO ±m- TO FOLLOW . 

END 

LRC FBI WASH DC 
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You will recall that captioned individual has bitterly attacked the Bureau 
relative'ttfmre taps on Martin Luther King, Jr. In recent articles, -Rowan has 
1 attempted to express indignation that King was in any way a national security risk and 
)has painted King more or less as an heroic figure. 

In this co^ection it is interesting to note that Rowan in an article 
entitled ^ Martin Luther King * s Tragic Decision” (Read^r^ls I^igest,_September, 196 7^ ^) 
presents a different. vie v^point, relative to King. In this article RWan isl:ritical of 
King for King’s decision to oppose American participation in the Vietnam War. Rowan 
j summarizes the accomplishments of fCing in the civil rights field and is commendatory. 

I Rowan said that he first met King in late 1955 and was cognizant of Kill’s leadership 
I in efforts to gain equal justice for Negroes. Why then did King link his civil rights ^ 
(feats with an attack on the Vietnam War? 

^ Rowan, in a section of the article entitled 'The Halo Slips, ” says: I 

"But, Inexplicably, something began to happen after a while. King seemed to develop 
an exaggerated appraisal of how much he and his crisis techniques were responsible ^ 
for the race -relations progress that had been made. " Rowan states that Negroes had'^ 
begun to grow tmeasy about King. He no longer seemed to be a selfless leader. He 
dramatically had himself arrested and then was out of jail in two days. King rejectei^ 
the advice of his civil rights friends. Some said it was a matter of ego, that he was V' ) 
convinced that he was the most influential Negro in the United States. 


Rowan now ad<^ 


I "Others revived a more sinister speculation that had been whispered 
around Capitol Hill and in the nation's newsrooms for more than two years - 
talk of communists influencing the actions and words of the young minister . 
This talk disturbed other civil-rights leaders more than anytliing else. 

"I report tliis not to endorse what King and many otliers will consider a 
'guilt by association’ smear, but because of the tlireat that these allegations 
represent to the civil -rights movement. When King was simply challenging 
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M. A. Jcnes to Mr. Bishop memo 

Re: CarlT. Rowan 

I Jim Crow, murmurings tliat he was associating with, or influenced by,. 

I ’enemies of the United States* had only limited impact. Most Congressmen 
and editors knew that American Negroes did not need a communist to 
tell them that they disliked being herded into the rear of buses, the 
balconies of theaters, the back doors of restaurants or a ramshackle 
school across the briar patch. But now that King has become deeply 
involved in a conflict where the United States is in direct combat with 
communists, the mvmmurings are likely to produce powerfully hostile 
reactions. They cannot help but imperil chances of passage of the civil- 
rights bill that would protect civil -rights workers in the South and make 
housing discrimination illegal. ” 

. Rowan concludes that it is a tragic irony that King, in his denunciation 

I of the Vietnam War , would raise any doubt about the Negroes' loyalty to his country. 

Copy of article is attached. 

RECOMMENDATION: 
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Se^xmeer 1967 


Jm cr/;'j.V 5 ^sy c/ crduriti^ sighijCaiJiCi^ in condensed permaTieni hookUifonn 



Bv Caki. T, Rowan 


What has caused him to jeopardize, by his ill-advised 
pronouncements on Vietnam, the movement he has 
so ably seiA'ed? Another distinguished Negro looks at 
’the man and his motives. 


N A CRISP, dear evening b$t 
, April 4, the Rev. Marlin 

; ^ Luther King stood in Kew 

■ York City s Riverside Church and 
delivered the most scathing dcnunci- 
1 aiion of U.S. involvement in Viet- 
t nam ever made by so prominent an 
i American. He billed the United 
StdU \ “the grcatcsi purveyor of vio- 
leiKc in the world today'* and ac- 
cused ii of “cruel manipulation of 
il.c |X)or.“ l ie .s.iid that the people of 
Vieinam “watch as we jxiisoix their 
water, as we kill a million acres of 
their crops.” 

He suted that U*S. troops “may 


have killed a million South Viet- 
namese dvilians— mostly children.” 
Kc said that American soldiers “test 
our our latest weapons” op the peas- 
ants of South Vietnam “just as the 
Germans tested out new medicine 
and new tortures in the concentra- 
tion camps of Europe.” He accused 
: President Johnson of lying about 
I jK.icc overtures from Hanoi, and 
j urged American.^ to become “con- 
\ scientious objectors.” 

^ Reaction across the nation and 
j around the world was immediate 
I and explosive. Radios Moscow and 
Peking picked up King's words and 
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T/;;: KI:ADI:K‘S rjicfcsr September 


N ;>.c.:k! :i.;'ii; Ui clisnui I:; 

i**4c X Ik)v>>C} a I^ivsiwiai 4 iial 

, . .s!ioi;:cd, ''My GoJ, Kin;; Jus 

i t gi' Ci'i :i s-Kcch on Vicinan"^* \h?,i l^ocs 
tin" line!’* 

'f rj 4 *M,!,M: |« ilwiMtu, ir.tifim; ilh’' \vii.' 

‘I irpirii:., tln-.lirj wall aaj;c*i» 

Givil'i i^^lax lv\ulci‘^ wruu^j; ll\cir 
hands and. bci^an to plan steps to 
i.ikc ilic aire.idy splintered move- 
iv.cnt for Negro Cvra.aliiy out from 
r.ndcr die onus of King's broadside. 
Sue:: prominen: Negroes as Roy 
Wdkin.s. executive director of the 
Natioiul Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Colored People, Ralph 
Bunchc, Nobel Prize-winning 
United Natior.s under-secretary, and 
Sen. Edward Brooke disagreed pub- 
licly \‘,'ith Xing. Tti^ directors cf 
Freedom House called cl:c program 
that King advocated ’'demagogic 
and irresponsible in its attack on 


cor gc^'crn^r;entd’ The Washington 
’ Pcs:, long a supporter of King, said, 
”Dr> Xing his done a gi'^vc in- 
jury to the great struggle to remove 
ancient abuses from our public life. 
‘ He his dirruuished his usefulness to 
; his cause, to his country and to his 
; people." 

Wh:^t sort of person is this man 
who has been awarded a Nobel 


CaTw T. Rcwanx circcrcr cf tee US. in- 
rcr.'r-iuon A^^-cy frerr. rctmiry 1964 to 
Scp;wn*.b£T 1555, now writer t lyndic^itcc 
cc;j*T;a zor more tr*aa :oo ncwtpapcrj in xhz 
Ucized and ^broed. He U aUo a radio 
and 'TV coironcnutof £cr the Wcjdr.^faoiac 
B.xidcasdnj Cc. A* director of USIA, he 
wii the ft .'it Segro to atzend meedn^i of the 
Kauonil Security Council and of the Presi- 
dent's cabinet. 


l^cacc Prize ;inj dcaouuced as a 
ki^ave, all within three years? What 
do Martin Luti:cr King and his re- 
cent actions mean to the nruion and 
to liic sc.uinw^ dispuir?, lli.tt ju*w 

iriJil ih*' Civr| I II* hi’. 1 1 M »\TM jf'nl 

JbiijcJJi)T:j;mla^. luu irritant! 
King’s unique position in American 
life, we must go back to January 15, 
1929, when Michael Luther King, 
Jr., was born in a comfortable 13- 
room house in Atlanta, Ge. His 
father and his maternal grandfather, 
the R€v= a. D. Williams, had be- 
come, via Ebenezer Baptist Church, 
two of the great preachers of the 
South. 

* By the time “Little Mike" was six 
(when his father changed both their 
names to that of the leader of the 
Protestant Re form .11 Ion), he was 
well aware or the racial struggle 
around him. Grandfather Williams 
had been an early leader of Georgia's 
chapter of the NAACP. Kis father 
fought for equal salaries for Negro 
teachers and to abolish the Jim 
Crow elevators in the Atlanta court- 
house. And young Marun soon 
knew at firsthand the hurt and 
humiliadon of discrimination. He 
has recalled as one of his angriest 
hours a bus ride from Macon to At- 
lanta, when a bus driver called him 
and his teacher “black sons of 
bitches" because they were slow in 
surrendering their scats to white 
passengers. 

A bright, sensitive s:udent> King 
entered Adanta's Morehouse Col- 
lege at 15, toying with the notion- of 
burning a lawyer or doctor. There 
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:.:.JkT:X LVTHZli KING'S TKrlCtC DECISION 
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l^c ^ Horc»ii^ 2» E^s«»y on 

Di>chcJ:.\:cc/’ rd'.ci occ.inic co:v 
vincv J he h.icl involve himself 
in social procest, and thn: only 

;;iyou):h ihc rniniMry con Id he Umc- 

cif*.: cficciivvlv. Ih'ojVi 
Ki.i-; \>nu *1 

. Sci.nu.u y* in i'.n, 

. n iceiurc on Mohan J. is Gandhi 
led him ;o devour every book and 
article written about India’s great 
deader of non*violent protest* 

• The thinking of 

Gandhi and Tko- 
rar.u was still burn- 
ing inside King 
\\hen I first met 
mm, late in ^955' 

He was then in- 
volved in his first 
naa^or test of non- 
violence and civil 
disobedience in the 
Deep South. On 
December i of that 
year, a Xegro seam- 
stress, Mrs. Rosa 

Pa.-ks, had boarded ; 

a bus in Montgom- 
ery, Ala., where King had recently 
become pastor of the Dexter Avenue 
Baptist Church, When the driver 
ordered Negroes to stand so that 
whites ccu-d sit, Mrs. Parks refused 
and was arrested. Wiiin hours, Ne- 
groes had launched a 95-percent ef- 
fective boycott that tfircatened to 
ruin the bus line. 

As a reporter for the Minneapolis 
Tribune, I went to Mcutgomery and 
was pemitred to si: in on the strate- 
gy sessions of the Negro leaders* 




\ King’s giU of articulateness, his ap- 


:n.i 


u.u lack of personal ambition. 


his w'iiiir.gncss to stand up to tough- 
: talking city officials made him the 
inatuml leader or the movement. The 
city anr%n-d 115 Negro reiigi(in:» 
.uul Ir.ulns; a rx- 

pliulrd on King's Jroni 
rile boycott held firm for 3^2 tense 
days, and led to the U*S. Supreme 
Court decision outlawing bus segre- 
gation. The Negroes of Montgomery 
had won a great vic- 
tory, and Martin 
Luther King was 
world-famous. 

of 

Righteousness.*’ 

^ How did King rise 
to the pinnacle? He 
’ had charisma— a 
down-toearth sin- 
♦ ccrity, an ability to 

wear the mantle of 
the church in such 
a way as to suggest 
a special closeness 
^ j to God. He won 

the grudging admi- 
ration of white Americans and the 
support of millions of foreigners 
through his dignity, his willingness 
to take verbal abuse, to go to jail 
quietly— and to turn the oritcr check 
in the process— in order to achieve 
his goals. He seemed impervious to \ 
provocation. He earned the reputa - 1 
tion of a selfless leader whose devo- \ 
tion and wisdom were larger than \ 
life. 

When a group of badgered, beat- 
en Negroes in Gadsden, Ala., were 


The Rei/. A.firrm Luther Jr. 
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^0 THE HEADETCS DIGEST Scpumbcr 

on tl.* vcr^sT cf violence!, asked won the support necessary for the 
their, to ;^ui down their amis. “Get passage of the clvil'righis laws or 
the weapon o: non-violence, the i9u.^andi965.1iu:othcrNcgrolcad- 
b. 'CCS tp late of righteousness, the ar- ers, while no: belittling demon si ra- 
rnor c: truth, and jus: keep march- lions, argued that the Negro could 
ing,” he pleaded. They did, Anc^ never forgo a reliance on the law. 
when the young minister said to' They pointed out that Negroes 
whites, “We will match your ca- mightstiUbc walking iii stead of rid- 
pacity to infiict suffering with our ing buses in Montgomery had the 
capacity to endure suffering. We lawyers not won their ease in the 
w'iii no: hate you, but we cannot in Supreme Court. They said that the 
ah good conscience obey your unjust Negro had to continue to seek 
iaws,“ he disarmed many who held strong Icgishnon and just court dc* 
latent hostility toward the Negro. cisions. They argued that the cause 
“There is no arrogance about him, required a shrewd, sometimes so- 
no intellectual posturing,** reported phisticatcd wooing of public opinion, 
the New York Times in 1961. “Kc Negroes had, in fact, begun to* 
voices no bitterness against the | grow uneasy about King. He no 
whites who have handled him I longer seemed to be the selffess lead' 
roughly.** If he became involved in ; cr of the 1950*$. There was grum- 
crisis after crisis— the restaurant | bling that his trips to jail looked 
sit-in in Atlanta :n 1960; demenstra- ; like publicity stunts. When arrested 
tions in Albany, Ga., in 1961 ; the ex- f in Albany, Ga., in 1961, he had dc- 
plasive Birmingham pretests of \ dared dramatically that he would 
ipd?; the Selma, Aia., march of j stay behind bars until the city dc- 
1964— it was because, as one of his j segrcgatcdpublicfacilitics.Twodays 
aides said, “Ycu*vc got to have a x later, he was out on bail. In Su 
crisis to bargain with. To take a , Augustine, Fla., after getting Nc- 
modcratc approach, hoping to get ^ grocs fired up for massive demon- 
white help, doesn’t work.’* \ strations, he went to jail amid 

.The I-Talo folios. But, inexplicably, | great fanfare. But two days later he 
^^something began to happen after a > was bailed out again, so he could rc- 
iwhiic. King seemed to develop an Iccivc an honorary degree at Yale 
exiiggcr.'itcti apprais.1l of how much 1 University. 

he anci his crisis techniques were re- . Muminrin /ys^ King really 

sponsible for tlie r.icc-rela lions prog- | gave both critics and adnnirers scri- 
rcss that had been macic. 1 ous cause for concern in 1965, when 

He could, indeed, make a pretty \ he began to talk about foreign pol- 
convincing argument that it was the jicy. In July of that year, he told a 
crisis he and his followers prccipi- Los Angeles group that the issues 
uted in Birmingham in 1963 that of racial injustice, poverty and war 

(uti|»rd ihc icvidniion iih(l arc "iiicjiti jobly Ih>uimI higrliicf/* 
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7957 ujthek tragic decision 


^dviszi^ cx^rcss^c doubts 
::bnu: the v/ijconi of linking the 
three, he retorted: “0::c caitr.c: be 
just cor.cerr.cd with civ;: rights* It 
is very nice to drink nilik at an un- 
scrrcgctcd lunch' countcr^but nor 
when Lhere is strontium 90 in ir.“ 

A month later, he announced that 
he intended to write President Ho 
Chi Minh of North Vietnam, and 
I the Ictdci.s of Si) mil vhctiKim, Rus- 
sia ar.ii the Uni led Suicn in :u) cfTurt 
; U} move iiic war to the Cimicrcucc 
, Ubic. 

Ti^n, in September 1965, lie called 
on Arthur Goldberg, chief U-S. dele- 
gate to ti)c United Nations, and 
verged tliC United States to press for 
; a U.N, seal for Cominunist China, 
Abo, he a.sUcd for a luilt in Amcri- 
car» an suikes cm Nf^nij Vicin.un, 
anii iu' rcn nunirntlcd nr/.^ a i.nioiu 

willj I nr Vir;.onj,',, At lim. ^nmit, 

even sCunc of bis strongc..: support- 
f ers began to demur. 

The New York Hirdi Tribune 
said: “Dr, King is already comnait- 
ted CO a massive, unfinished task in 
^ ^ an area in which he has great in- 
'v fiuence. He can only dissipate that 
influence by venturing into fields 
that arc strange to Mm/’ In a harsh- 
er comment, liberal columnist Max 
; Freedman asked, *'Is he casting 
1 about for a role in Vietnam because 
; the civil-rights smuggle is no longer 
; adccuate to his own estimate of his 
i talents?” NAACP leader Roy Wil- 
kins, Whitney Young, executive di- 
rector of the Urban Ueague, Socialist 
leader Norman Thomas, and Bayard 
Rustin, a chief planner of the great 


civil-rights march on 'Wnshingr on in 
1963 ai;d himself a pacifist, alt plead- 
ed in vain witii Kiitg no: to wade 
into the Vietnam controversy. 

Why die King reject the advice of 
I his old civil-rights colleagues? Some 
j say it was a matter of ego —that he 
! was convinced that since he was the 
J most influential Negro in the 
* United States, President Johnson 
would /luifc io li.stcn lo /;//;; and alter 
I U.S. |K)licy in VicUium. Oihcrs re- 
vived a nu>rc sinister sj)cculation 
/that had been whispered around 
I Hill and in the nation’s 

j newsrooms for more than two 
•' years— talk of communists infiucriC- 
f ing the actions and words of the 
I young minister. This talk disturbed 
: other civil-rights Ictidcrs more tlian 
nnyining else. 

' 1 ir’ur. i ihi\ Wi\\ ;u wh.ii 

Kiug aiul m.my others will con- 
sider a “guik by assochtioi/* smear, 
but because of the threat that these 
allegations represen: 10 the civil- 
rights movement. When King was 
simply challenging Jim Crow, mur- 
murings that he was associating 
with, or influenced by, "enemies of 
the United States” had only limited 
impact. Most Congressmen and edi- 
tors knew that American Negroes 
did not need a communis: to tell 
them that they disliked being herd- 
ed into the rear of buses, the balco- 
nies of theaters^ the back doors of 
restaurants or a ramshackle school 
across die briar patch. But now that 
'King has become deeply involved in 
; a conflict where the United States is 
. in dirca combat with communists, 
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t>.e rr/jnr.urinp:- CsTc likely to pro- 
duce pv'AvcrruIiv hostile rcaaiens. 
They cunno: heip but iroperii 
chances of pnssa^c of the civil-rights 
bill the: would protect civil-rights 
workers ;r. the South and znaitc 

ooiising Ci Sw.* *miriat*OAA 


THE StEA JER'S DIGEST 

Kcp:ro revolution. It suggests that 


mos: Negroes arc proud of the in- 
tegrated pcriornriar.cc of colored GIs 
in Vietnam:; that most Negroes sail 
think of America as ihcir countpi' 
'and do not want to seem unpatriotic. 
Beyond doubt, King's speech at 


ansv/ered his ' Riverside Chur^ and his subsc- 
critics. He had become convinced,, iquent remarks have put anew strain 
he said in his April 4 speech at New and new burdens on the civil-rights 


York’s Riverside Church, that 
America would never invest the nee- 
cs\ary funds or energies in reha- 

I nf ti\ ivk'ir “no lon:^ as 

— f — — ^ 

adventures lil-c Vietnam continue 
to dr.aw rnen and skills and money 
like so.me demonic destructive suc- 
tion tube.” He told the Riverside 
4ui;ence that "We are taking black 
young zr.tr. v/ho have been crippled 
by our society and sending them 
Scoo naiics r.wcy to guarantee liber- 
ties ki Southeast Asia.whfch aiey 

gia and East Harlem.” 

The latter is an old cry that seme 
Negroes have uttered in every 


r movement, Kc has become persona 
I non grata to Lyndon Johnson, a feet 
ithat he may consider of no consc- 
jtiucncc. It is aUo likely that his 
I former friends in Congress will nev- 
!cr again listen to or be moved by 
{him the way they were in the past. 
, This, too, may no: bother King. But 
■ it can make the difference between 
poverty and well-being for millions 
of Negroes w'ho pnnot break the 
vicious circle of poverty and un- 
preparedness that imprisons them 
unless the President nrovides leader- 
ship and Congress provides the 
‘ cirCiC-brcaking p.^ograms and laws. 
Martin Luther King has alienated 


American war. But in no conflict I many of the Negro’s friends and 
has a Negro with King’s prestige \ armed the Negro’s foes, in both 
urged Negroes to shun battle be- parties, by creating the impression 
cauhc they* have nothing to fight for. iliat the Negro is disloyal. By urging 
King must have as.su nicd that the 
“new Negro,” full of frustration as 

* L_ *_ 1.T u._ 

ne IS^ WUUi.^ Uw 5yiIlpU.LiU;LIV LU Viiid 

argument. But a recent Harris sur- 
j vcy showed that almost one of every 

♦ two Negroes believes that King is 
I wrong— and another 27 percent re- 
iser ved iiulgmtm, 

1 fijul this opposition to King re- 
in. uKaUt' con%idn ing the ainouiu of 
emuhon ;uul angcT invtdvn) in ihc 


! Negroes nor ro respond to the draft 
I or to fight in Vietnam, he has taken 

• A r! C rtf 'll) 

1 races consider utterly irresponsible. 

h is a tragic irony that there 
1 should be any doubt about the Nc- 
Igro's loyalty to his country —cspccial- 
|ly doubt created by Marlin Luther 
[King, who has helloed as much as 
I any one man to make America truly 
Mitf Nrgro’s iotmtry, loo. 
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UNITED STATES GC 'MENT 

Memoranu..m 




DfLc 3'” 

Q 

P.sr-r 

Corf,F- 

Co^a'r. 3r. — 

\'- 

Mr. Bishop 

DATE: 6/20/69 

^ Conrod 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 


^ Tel«- Room 

Holrres 

Gondy 


Per the Director^^^nstructions yesterday, one copy 
of the news story c^tionedjjilfl^ Wiretap Called RFK’s Idea” which 
appeared in the June 19. 1969. issue of "The Evening Star” was / 

forwarded by routing slip to all SAC’S and Legats on 6/19/69. A 
copy is also being furnished by routing slip to all Bureau officials 
today. 

RECOMMENDATION; 


None. For information. 
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’TSrCLOSURB 


1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Bishop 
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Cited Concern Over Marxism 


<C«pyrt«m iHf by 
TV E^ eniBS SUr >e»-»p*per Co > 

B) JEREMIAH O'LEARY 

Slftr Writer 
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The Evans memo said Evans 
replied to Kennedy that King 
was a man who traveled almost 
constantly and that it was ex^ 
. treroely difficult to use wiretaps 
Wiretapping of Dr. Martin Lu- effectively in such cases, 
ther King Jr.'s telephone was Hoover tokJ The Star that FBI 
proposed to the FBI by then At* {officials aW informed Kennedy 
tomey General Robert F. Ken- ^ jjjgt time that they doubted 
oedy in June, 19©, and author- ^ advisability of undertaking 
ized by him in writing later that electronic surveillance of Dr. 
year, FBI Director J Edgar King because of possible polit- 
Hoover told The Star today. leej repercussions. 

Hoover revealed the contents However, the second memo- 
of two memorandums in one of randum cited by Hoover shows 
which Kennedy expressed con- that on October 7, 1963, the FBI 
cem about possible infiltration chief reported to Kennedy that it 
of the race issue by Marxists was then technically feasible to 
and spoke of allegations that the apply wiretaps to King's tele- 
Negro leader was closely asso- phones at two places, one of them 
dated with Marxist ideas and at an unnamed location in New 
followers, York. 

That memorandum to Hoover, Th&t memorandum constituted 
dated June, 19S3, was written by the FBFs request for authority 
Courtney Evans, then assistant , - wirittap 

director of the FBI and liaison ^ WIRETAF, Page A-a 

^ man with the Justice Depart- 
^ ment It reported the substance 



J. EDGAR HOO\'ER 


) inenu n repurvea uk 

of a conversation Evans had just 
had with Kennedy in which the 


tronic devices on King's tele- 
phones. King beaded the South- 
ern Christian Leadership Con-i 
ference. I 

Concerned About AUegaUons 

Kennedy, according to the £v-^ 
ans memo, was concerned about 
r^rts that King was a student 
d Marxism, that be was asso- 
ciating with a New York attor- 
ney with known Communist 
connections, but that he did not 
of^y espouse Marxism be- 
cause of his religious beliefs. 
lt)e Evans memorandum indi- 
cated Kennedy wanted to know 
if it was technically feasible to 
use electronic devices to prove 
or disnrove these aUegations. 



KENNEDY 
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•’The Evening Star" 
Washington, D. C. 

June 19 , 1969 ENCL 0 SURE 


MARTIN LVTHER KING 
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King Wiretap RFK's 
Idea, Hoover Soys 

Cftotinned From Page A-t Tolsoo added that the monitor' At that atage, Kennedy and 
to proceed with the wiretap pro- device was “strictly in the Hoover broke off the public ei> 
posed by Kennedy four months internal security and change of charges as if by mu- 

before. The document bears in therefore was within the provi- tual consent. This was regarded 
the lower left-hand corner the the President partly as due to Kennedy's reali- 

signature, "Robert F. Kenne- the United States." zation that his signed autborisa- 

dy," and under the name the Evans, now a Washington law- tions were still in FBI files, 
date “lMO-63." y®*"' was en route to Puerto Rico partly to the FBI’s desire not to 

Hoover did not indicate to The ^^‘‘y tnuld not be reached have special attention drawn to 
Star when the surveillance was f®r comment. However, Tuesday its investigative techniques nor 
started but said the taps were Evans said he bad no rec to engage in a battle with the 
discontinued on April 30 1965 At ®f whether a wireUp Kennedy forces that could have 

that time NicholL Katzenbach Ju^oruatiM direct^ at King poUtical overtones, 
serving as Attorney Geoer- “volv^ in w. tk- n- 

discussion with Kennedy. 


was 
al. 

Asked about the results of the 
electronic surveillance today. 
Hoover declined comment. 

The FBI director told The 
Star: have never authorized 


bis The Justice Department on 
Tuesday declined a direct an- 

Aides to Sen. Edward M Ken> 

oedy, D-Mass., said today be swer when asked for doeumenta> 
would have no comment on tion of Tolson's contention in his 
Hoover's disclosure. letter to Rowan. But earlier this 

1 U.VC «rv« .uuiorizea Ericnds Of Robert Kennedp “K«th, a Justia DeparUaent 
iBst^aUon Of technical electron- |l«‘l *“««®sted in recent da^ ; in to 

ic devices without written au-^^ft- iS 

thoritv of the Attomev Gener- ^ assassination of Presi- *"? repeaiea Miemems mi au 
inonty or me Attorney irtner P Kennedy, the at- wiretaps were being authonzad 

ip j , j , j torney general’s interest in “> Advance and m wntmg by the 

. <:^“«*some of his official affairs had AtUraey General during the 

a long smoldering controversy n«g£ed However the assassi' tune-span of the controversy, 
^r the »le of t^ rai, a cam ill^ly^ A Justice department s(i^es- 

«^uiate bureau of the Justice Robert Kennedy signed the Attorney 

Department, in using wvetaps otithorizatioo for the tting wire- General John N. Mitchell bad 
or other electronic devices in given Hoover penniasioiD to 

investigative matters. The mat- Hoover and Kennedy after the <^i“uss the contents of secret 
ter came to a he^ Sunday when became a New York sena- documents of the King wiretap- 
Carl Tbe tor, accused each other of being P^g, replied simply, “no com- 

Star, cl^ged that tl» FBI had fesponslble for use of bi^en mi- 

DO authority to wiretap Dr. crophones in investigations. However, the spokeman re- 
Kmg's coDversaUons. He quoted Evans figured m that contro- called that the attorney general 
former Attorney General Ram- versy when Kennedy made pub* ^^®d declined to authorixe dis- 
sey Clark, who succeeded Kat- uc a February, 1966, letter to closures in court of the basic 
zenbach, as saying “the implica- him from EvansVhich made the authority for the wir^apping. 
tion that people thought Dr. point that the use of hidden mi^ Such disclosures had \mn de- 
King was a security threat is crophones was not Kennedy's re- by defense lawyers in 
outrageous- “ sponsibility but suggest^ he Hie Houst^ draft evasion bear- 

The Rowan chaiges prompted may have directly approved the for former boxing champion 
Associate FBI Director Clyde A. |use of wiretaps on phones. That Cassius Clay. It was during that 
Tolsoo to write to Rowan early letter aaid the FBI sent natioiial hearing that the King wiretap- 
this week defending legality of .security wiretap requests toping was officially revealed for 
the King wiretaps. Kenzieuy for approval. the first time. 

“For your information," Tol- It is reliably rep^ed that 
aon said in his letter, “the wire- Kennedy was reminded by the 
tap on M^n Luther King Jr. FBI that it stiU had in its files 
was specifically approved in ad- the authorisations signed by him 
vance in writing by the late at ms Attorney General for tele- 
tomey general of the United phonic wiretaps. However, Hoo- 
States, Mr. Robert F, Kennedy. * ver did not disclose al that time 

any names of persons under 
wiretap surveillance with Ken- 
nedy's approval. 
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MEMORANDUM rOR MR. TOUK>N 

MR. D£ LOACH 
MR. 9ULUVAN 

With to tbt technical •unrtlUanct and larttUcatlon of tht 

late Martin LutbcrIOng. J r. , 1 note Chat ooptet of the naterul wort ttnf 
to Carl T. Rowan, then Dlrtcter of the United Statea Information Agencj. 

1 farther note that the material, partlcolarly tht o?er>aU tummary mtnKH 
randum of December 21, 1964, vat widely distributed to representatives 
4d thh^vemment agencies. 1 think there should be greater discrimination 
relative to thejRsseminatlon of highly confidential material. Certainly 
Rowan, even though he was Director of the United States Information Agency, 
•bould never have been famished with this material la view of his known 
racist activities. 1 note the same material was disseminated te Dr. Leland 
Hayworth of the National Science roundatUm. 1 do not understand why he 
should have been Included on the list for diasemlnaUon, as certainly King 
actlvitlee did not fall within the area of hie Foundation. 
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Please laUtate Immediately a re>evaluaUon of the dissemination 
of our highly sensitive and confidential information. 


All IflFuRMATIOn CCfJTAfKED 

lirfio:- li yiiCLftssiritF 


Vtrjr tnil; joan, 

J. t1. 


HATF >3-i3.Vi tan Edgar Bocnrer 

Director 

4EH:EDMCr) , , 

\l J^c ^ C 7cp — ^ 




*0 JUN 26 1969 
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Tele, Rootti 
Holmes — 
Gandy 
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FROM 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

Mr. Tolton 
L. E. Wherry, 


DATE: June 20, 1969 


( 


s^jECT: Call from of Univaraitjr 







June 19, 1969 - 6:20 P, M* 


L 


A local call was received for you from a woman who 
said she was representing The Association of University Women, a L 
They wished to express their disappointment in your statement 


regarcUjg the late Senator Robert Kennedy and also Martin 
Luthefflinq. 


She refused to give her name and declined to speak 
with an agent. 
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UNITED STATES Gc 




MENT 
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TO 


Memoranaum 

Mr, DeLoaclR^^^^^ 


FROM : T* E. BishO; 
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DATE 6 - 23 - 6 d 



Tion*f 
TtU. Boofft . 


SUBJECT: 




MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 

PAfflCmS MAWr'K’T.T.TTG m.AV 

•W*. V ATM.MA.V'W AaAAbAAiJ W A 

SELECTIVE SERVICE NUMBER 154742127 
SELECTIVE SERVICE ACT 




By teletype of 6-20-69 Houston Office advised that a transcript 
of the testimony of SA Robert Nichols in the Cassius Clay hearing in Houston 
was obtained at 4;30 p.m. on 6-20-69 from the court reporter who had just 
tsrped the same. The Houston teletype advised of what SA Robert Nichols 


4-Aaf4fvA/l frk nrlfVi T 

■••■aa b^s7bAXA^va t»w waui a u kkb uac; waxa^wi^ mu i¥X«u v>ui 


mi 

A ue 


teletype reflected that aiiile the copy of the testimony of SA Nichols was , 
being prepared at the home of the court reporter, one Ken Demaris, oUime ' 
magazine, was furnished a copy for his review on the premises only by the 
court reporter and thereafter immediately placed a long distance call through 
his Washington Office in which he proceeded to read the transcript verbatim. 

Current developments: p. m. 6-23-69, Bishop was 

a/ 4 1%vr /m%a 1^4 aIt m. m •• 


WttW WCUCiJLIjCVi ilAUlO^AA SkD 


I f AnKrtniotillTr /*««<•«" 

repo rter for the Lo^>Aiigeles Times in Houston. Texas . He stated that he 
h^l>een inforin^^at Agents of the FBI went to the home of the court 
reporter, Eypl^'^^erbeck, on Friday evening, 6-20-69, and secured from 
her a copy or copies of the transcript of the tertimony in the Cassius Clay 
hearing adiich they informed her was to be immediately taken or sent to 
Bureau Headquarters in Washington, D. C. Chriss advised that he was advise 
by Miss Overbeck that the FBI Agents had a&ed her for a copy of the trans- 


WX X^i^ ^CLX XXCX XII UlC WI7dk.a 


_ XI. ^ VtrrkT 1 ^ 
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him about securing the transcript, such as; vdiy was it picked up, i^y was it 
being taken or sent to Washington, vdio ordered that it be picked up and sent 
to Washington, etc. He was informed that the FBI would have, no comment to 
make on this matter. 


RECOMMENDATION: None. 


1 - JUT. ueDoacn 
1 - Mr. Sullivan 
Mr. Gale 
Mr. Jones 


r\n. 





For information. 
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Mr. ^BS^ljcmnawilt 
Associate Professor 


CbluaAl a UnlYsr slty 
"We wYork, New tork lOOtT 

Dear fir: 






M/- MV. 


Tour letter eootainlng uawarranted criticism of 
the FBI« which appeared is the ^Letters to the Editor of The 
Times’* In **H>e New York Times** on Jhne 14, 1969, has been 
brought to my attentton. In ttiii coonectian, I am enclosing a 
copy of a letter by Associate Director Clyde A. Tolsoo of this 
Bureau to Carl T. Rowan, who recently eiq>ressed similar 
unfounded charges in hie column in **Ihe Sunday Star,** 
Washington, D. C., issue of June 19, 1909. I toou^t you would 
want to be aware of the facts in this matter. 


MAILED 10 

JUN181969 


C0MMF8I 


Very truly yours, 
J. Edgar Hoover 
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Eaclcsure 


«.L INFORMATIOJ CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCI^IllEO ; 





Toteoo 
DeLoecb . 

Uoht 

Bishop 

Coepsr — 
CcUohon . 
Cenrod _ 

Fell 

Colt 

Rossn 

Sullivan _ 

Tovel 

Trolter 

Tele, go o 
Holmu^ 


V# a V mm - ' - ■ " 

•| JUN^SBeS 

NOTE: Above letter recommended by Mr, TOlson and c«cujh;ed in by 
the Director. /i X ^^7 -a 
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UNr^Ef) STATES GOVt. JilMENT 

Memorandum 



j. 


TO 


FROM 


SUBJECT; 


Mr. Bishop 


DATE; 6-17-69 


all information contained 

KENT gSawalt ™ UNCLASSIF10 

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR DATE<3Li / , B Y5 ^ lU . 

COLUMBIA SCHOOL OF LAW, NEW YORK CITY 
CRITICISM OF MR. HOOVER AND FB^N 
WIRETAPPING OF MARTIN LUTHERTONG 





Reference is made to Letter to the Editor from captioned 
individual -which appeared in the 6-14-69 issue of **The New York Times.** 
Greenawalt states he is '^shocked by the disclosure of continuii^ electronic 
surveillance of one of the country's greatest and most respected leaders.** 
Greenawalt asks who authorized such a surveillance on King, noting that 
Ramsey Clark had denied one was authorized during his term as Attorney 
General and had stated that any Implication that the Justice Department thought 
King was a national security risk is ''outrageous.** His letter concludes with 
the insistence that there be safeguards in the Justice Department to see that 
similar surveillances do not recur. 


DATA ON KENT GREENAWALT: 


f 


/ 


Bufiles disclose a "New York Times** article dated 7-15-68, 
stating that a Miss Sanja Milic, a United Nations Human Rights employee from 
Yugoslavia,married Kent Greenawalt, aColumbia School of Law professor, in 
Yugoslavia on 7-14-68. Greenawalt was identified as a graduate M Swarihmore 
College with a Bachelor of P hiloso phy D egree from Oxford University, and 
law degree from Columbia. 



According to the New York telefdione directory, a n R. Kent 
^ll^eenawalt resides at 410 ^vei:side Drive, New York City. , , j ^ ^ / ) ti 

^ ' / e 4 d 7 4 

RECOwtoNDATm: W 
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For information. 




1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Bishop 
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1- Mr. Gale i/) ' ‘ 

1 - Mr, Sullivan ^ 
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Waiters to the Edi t or of The Times 


Tolson _ 
DeLoach 

Mohr 

Bishop 

Casper _ 
Callahan 
Conrad — 



\ A^retapp ing 

To"Che bdU'or: : 

On page 27 of your June 5 ’ 
issue is a report of tesUmonjr 
I by an F.B.I. agent that Martin 
Luther King’s telephone had 
been tapped for a number of 
years before his death. I may 
be naive» but I was shocked by 
Lhe disclosure of continuing 
electronic surYeillance of one 
of the country’s greatest and 
most respected leaders. Entirely 
apart from the ^tent illegality 
of this wiretapping^ it is deeply 
disturbing that someone like 
Dr. King, who himself could 
have been thought •’subversive’* 
only by the most fertile imag- 
inings of bigoted minds^ was 
subjected to systematic inva- 
sions of his privacy. 

What reasons could there 
have been for this continued 
wiretapping? Do the same rea- 
sons apply to all controversial 
public figures? Who authorized 
this surveillance? It is still un- 
clear, to my knowledge, whether 
Attorneys General Kennedy and 
Katzenbach gave such authori- 
zation. Ramsey Clark has said 
that no electronic surveillance 
of Dr. King was authorized dur- 
ing his term .Attorney Gen- 
eral, and iTas called •’cut-., 
•rageous” any implication that 
ipcrsons in the Department of 
justice thought that Dr. King 
was a national security risk, li 
|so, does the FJB.l. engage in 
such systematic incursions on 
its own initiative? 


Should the surveillance prove 
to be, in fact, as outrageous as 
it appears on the limited infor- 
mation we now have, are there 
any institutional safeguards in 
fthe Justice Department to see 
that similar cases do not recur? 

If the, public is to reuin even a 

I modicum of confidence in the • 
willingness of the F.B.I. and the 
Justice Department to be re- ^ 
sponslve to the most elemental ' 
civil, liberties, someone needs to 
provide an answer to these 
questions. 

- Kznt Greenawalt 
Associate Professor 
Columbia School of Law 
New York, June 6. ld6S 
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Hie WaahingtOD Post 

Timea Herald 

The Waahingtoa Daily Newa 

The Elveuing Star (Washington) 
The Sunday Star (Waahmgton) .. 

Daily Newa (New York) 

Sunday Newa (New York) 

New York Poet 

The New York Time a 
The Sun (Baltiaaore) _ 

The Daily World 

Hie Hew Leader 

Hie Wall Street Journal 
National Observer 

People’s World 

Elxaminer (WashingtOD) . 
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Aiexanana^ n wn«K 

^0 June 1969 _ 

;;My dear ;Mr. Hoover: 

Hr/^lahMi. 

I eee tiiat you have been forced to diiclose xnennoranduziaB in 

Mr. Gale 

your file authorlxing wire-tapping a h irg a ix actions aga^t JJ'' 

Mr. — 

Martin Luther King made because he might have been a *^rcat” T'ivtte? - 

Tele. Boom — 

to the seacurity of the United States. Mi^ Gal^- 

7 -^r- 

dVould you Jdndly look further Mr, Hoover, and publicly state IfA ~ 

what other memorandums you may have on the same sorts of 


matters^ that is, wire** tappings or any other ^nd of tapping d: 

of the private affairs of any United States Citizen, which as ;you ^ (|Xe M 

K iJ ^ ® 

know, is contrary to the stated explicit protection guaranteed X. ♦ ® 

n * 

file United States Constitution to all its citizens. J*jj ? 

I say this, bedcause I have been extremely du^rrassed, annoyed isl ^ 
hurt, and dismayed, and brutally tortnred by your I repeat YOUR 
lirty Department’s filthy secret service electronic devices against 


of the private affairs of any United States Citizen, which as ;you 





vhich thereis no private defense ;unless you are a scientific mechanicsl 
mind, better t han the machinery and electronic brain wave and thought 

!^EC ^ ^ ^ ^ C' 9 

control equiplment pitted against 7 / iK */ ^ 

I am quick disgusted ;and greatl that s^ch'^ljfiii^ happen 

in file United States, wouldn't you eay so. sir, being a defender of 
the helpless, tenocent and dedenselees against crinnW 

AUe .4i1968'^4^ t 

lO yon are. And all your ; bosses. whowWthcWmKT^t^^^ 


Sincere 
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m 
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B‘sha; 


Jun3 18, 1DC3 
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Dr. :'.~c5 E. Sabta 
€ - L i- ri' Street, No: thirest 
VV.':::i:ijtoa, D. C. 2CC^5 


TN - « 


. . V 


i 


> - ' 
V 


eur letter c:. tiinir.^ iHiTrarrar.tc J critleii.rc of 
:-I v.htr.h a.ocarcd la t :• "I :t;:ra tc lie lator” d ”lbc 
.: yi:r :>c-ct and Time' Eorald'* cn Jjas M, 1888, luta bwa 
_-ii io my attenticKi, lit t^rls connection I am ■. nclorinj^a, ■ “ — 
m a letter 'ey AccocUtc- Director Clyde A. lolscn ot this 
:... to Cai I T, Eev/an. '.ho recently enprcssc-d similar 
wlai'^^eo la his ccliiian in ’’Ths Sunday Star,” - 
.... _, C«, IcmiC' ci yTuac i5, 1009. I thou^it you would 

tc .. : avrai'C cf the facto ia C-is matter. 

Very truly yours, ^ -^r - 

J. Edgar Hoover ' ^ 


CD 

to 

<D 

CM 




r.A.^0 10 

; JUis 181253 

i 

♦ 

J COV^^FBt 


AUHSFOiajviin.coja^^^ 

HtREimSUNClASSH^^ 

(o<>7> 




KOTS: Above letter recommended by Mr.* Tolson and concurredlnliy 
ytiie Dim ctor. 
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Memorandum 


Mr. Bishoi- , - •/ 


M. 'X^ jC 13S 


DATE 6/17/69 


Tiot'.rr 

Tel«. SooTT 
Hc.l:r.ei L 

&or.tfr Jk^ 


sii-zc: 




JMIES E. SABIN, M, D. 

WA SHINGTON, D. C. 

CRITICISM OF MR. HOOVER AND^I ON 
WIRETAP ON MARTIN LUTHERTaNG 




Reference is made to a Letter to the Editor from captioned 
individual which appeared in the 6/14/69 issue of "The Washington Post 
and Times Herald. " Sabin criticizes the FBFs "most recent foray into 
electronic surveillance, " stating that the FBI cannot be excused for its 
wiretaps on King. He suggests that Mr. Hoover aeserves public rebuke 
for this action and removal from office. ' Sabin concludes his letter by 
stating ihat Mr. Nixon recently attacked student radicals for "moral 
arrogance" because they do not respect others, and that the FBI deserves 
to be judged by these same standards. 

t 

DATA ON JAMES E. SABIN, MD: 

Bufiles contain no identifiable data on Sabin. The D. C. 
telephone directory lists a Dr. Janaes E. Sabin at 6666 32nd Street, 

^ ■ all INFORMATION CONTWNtD 

Rg c g ^ a |E_ NDATi0 N: HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

For information. HAT F a-l 


1 - Mr. De Loach 
1 - Mr. Bishop 
1 - Mr. Gale 
1 - Mr. Sullivan 
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J*. L/ 


I * 


o'^ie _J_L 

/''F.or.r._^ 


* "t ^ ^ ' ‘ ■ ^ 

^ ii 2 -w!^/:.5- of 

Sjj.s-Liu c»i:ici‘.s sr^OL.i ;'0 longer be 
i/.ockcc: by c:s;:»-::ccfi:‘. rniscor.duct cr« ti-.e 
p:ir: o. our r.^iior.al icLders, but your de- 
nser: puon o: the FBI's n:os: recent for:-y into 
^^^ccircrAo surveillance deserves comment. 
'eZhe FBI cannot be allowed to excuse itself 
with ,a hl;iQd 2cknowlcc;;emcnt that it *‘did 
no: loliow rc;^ular policy on this pa; ucuicii' 

i it'**/ cilia nee." Air. Hoover dr^vcxv^ 
in;: of public rebuke at the very least, al- 
uiou^hi removal from is a n'loro suita- 
ble response to this and immoral in- 

trusion on the rishi to private communica- 


: eve; 

Trotter 

Tele. Room 

Holmes 

Gendy 






A 

\ 


Tne actions of a Federal agency cannot be 
rc^u,atca if its leaders are no: held strictly 
accountable :cr the agency's conduct. Mr. 
^*xc.. 4ikk.t.vkcd SvUOcnk. rac*cals lor their 
**mcra: arr:;;ance" in his recent speech, on 
the basis c; ihtir lack o: •‘respect for the 
e: others." The FBI deserves to be 
jua^ed by the same standards we apply to 
theSDS. ■* 

■ JAMES E. SABIX M.D. 

, IVashin^ton, i 
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The Washington A 

^ Times Uoruld LI 

The W'ashington Daily News 

The Evening Slur (Washington) 
The Sunday Star (W'ashington) _ 
Daily News (New York) ' 

Sunday News (New York) 

New York Post 

The New York Times 

The Sun (Baltimore) 

The Daily World 

The New Leader 

The W'all Street Journal 
The National Observer 

People*s World 

Examiner (Washington) ~ 

1 'I 1:35 
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/oo 'iou(oi 


■^cLosues 










With respect to jour letter vhlch was received oq 
J une Qth, Carl T. Rovan recent^ wrote an article coacerolng our 
activlUfs relating to Martin Luther King, Jr. Enclosed Is a copy 
of a letter dated June 16, 1669, from Associate Director Clyde 
Tolson of this Bureau to Rowan setting forth the FBPs position In 
this matter. 
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Enclosure 


Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 
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NOTE: Buflles contain prior correspondence with SHV 
outgoing 4-29-69 in reply to his inquiry concerning the Liberty Lobby. 


Tolaon _ 
DeLooch 

Mohr 

Bishop _ 
Casper ^ 
Callahan 
Conrad ^ 

Felt 

Cole 

Rosen 

Sullivan . 
Tovel 
Trotler ^ 
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The Honorable J, Edgar Hoover, 
Director of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation 
Deaprtment of Justice 
’.v?-hlngton, D.C. 20555 



Mr. Callihan 

Mr. Conr%d 
Mr. Felt 
Mr Gale' 

Mrfil^en 

Mr. SulJiv 
Mr. Tavel 
Mr. Tr'irter . 

TeJe. Room 

Misi H 

Mibs Gandy... 



Dear Sir, 


Mr C-sr.ius Clay, alias »' Muhanimed 
Ali ", has testified that the FBI 
tapped the late Rev, . Martin Luthe r 
C? “ing» J r« *s phone conversaTIonsT*'' 

Mr. Hoover, Irealize that the PrI 
w s only trying 'to protect the Rev. 
King, but, nevertheless, the action 
seems to me to be unwarren ted . You 
know that wiretaps are an invasion 
of privacy, and shoialiilL be used only 
alter issuance of a court order, and i y 
with the greatest discretion, j 

There is widespread defiance of law,'' 
today, Mr, Hoover, among all classes. 
Police agencies must set the best 
example of adherence to the law. 

Any other course only plays into the 
• .nands of the disrupters. 



Very cordially yours, 


r\.', c 


/in' ■’! 
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June 20, 1068 

-/ 6 CC?c> -2i o7 


b'/(9 



■reeport. Tens T7541 
Dear] 



5«eSjv;&»> 
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In reply to your letter of June 16tb, I am enclosing 
a copy of an article whlcli' appeared in the June 19, 1069, issue of 
♦•The Evening Star, ” Washington, D. C. , which concerns our acUv- 
ities relating to Martin Luther King, Jr. and sets forth the FBI’s 
position in this matter. 

Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 



Tolmon 

DeLoocti 

Mohr 

Biehop 

Cotper 

Collohor 
Ccwr«3d — - 

Fell 

Gale 

Boaer 

SuiJivon ■■ 

TaveJ 

T rotter 

Tele. Room 

Hclsies 

Gwidy 


Enclosure 

"The Evening Star" article entitled, "King Wiretap Called RFK's Idea." 
6/19/69. 

N^^^^^iles show one reference in April, 1968, to one ^H||^ 

^ Texas whose name appeared on a list of individuals ' 

expressing opposition to the Vietnam war. Our files contain no ^ 

' further information concerning him. 
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•’feeport, Texas 
June 16, 1969 


77541 


b'Kc 


Kr, J. Edgar HooTer 

Federal Bureau of Inrestigation 

Washington, D» C» 

Dear hr. Hoover: 

Please reconcile for me (if you can) your devotion to "lav 
and order" with your department ' s ^j^authorized and illegal wire- 
taps of the late Dr. Martin Luther King, J r. 

I am simply questioning whose "laws" you are enforcing, and 
I h#pe I receive an answer. 
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. . w-as/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 
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— P*ge<s) referred for consultation to the foHo«^ing government agency<ies); — — 

as the information originated mith them. You will 

be advised of avaiiabilsu upon return of the material to the FBI. 
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Jur.e 10 , 1003 


BY SPECIAL MESSENGER 





'y. 


'r 

C£rl j. r<Qv.un 

V nii '2 Har 





. ir:ar.l;; Avcauc, S. D. 


! Aif . t- 



V :.-hir.jtcz, D. C. 2CD0S 


ALL INFORMATION CCNTAlto ; 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED : ■ 
DATE P » 3 -^l BY 9 .VJA^U > 


'.'y i tlcnticr. h s b en c:i!! d to th:- rr-sUcicus . 

artldr {.luchy^'^ vTct: in tie luncl.'y L’t-j: on Jua; 15, 1 'jCD, 

* '*n« ai M &r'i^ccton oa tiiw E^L ^ ~ r — r - -* "’— 


I •>*" -f. ■ 




^ For your iiiToiunUlon, tlio uirv t^o c a 7.-urULa ... -_. ^ 

• Ft- r Fl:u. c.., Lp-ciTicilly ^y^jrcvcu in ri'Jv.jjce ia ♦ 


v.i by lii.- lite Attorn. y Gener-l c: tli.: UniteJ cUittJai, 
r. ivobcrt i\ Kennedy. Ti;i£ <l£V*.cc wn:: strictly In the 





lielu el inLerii..! security iind, therelore, was witaia the 

■--' wvicicni; Irid dev.a by the tl?::. iTesid-nt c£ the United ! 




Y* 


It in tc be hoped thni yea li lll give the ea me ^ 


rnblioity'to tidu letter ae wns given tc your scurrilous ci*d tT^^* ^ y. 


► 



^rr fr‘- 

!n** ' - Mr. Newbold Noyes 
i Erditor 

The Evening Star 


Your& truly. 



, ^ >. 

<X. ^Ts^-rkyv\ ^ 

Clyde A. Tolson - ’ 

NOT RECORDED ^ 

225 Virginia Avenue, S. E. . ^ IB^JUH ■,. ;_ 

W?.shington, D. C. 20003 1 4- ' B 




T:LCB 


. 1 ^,C; 


T hi.q letter was approved by Messrs. Sullivan, Gale, Donahoe,’ Mobr ^ 
^Bishop. ^ j-fr - B 

■ : •■ i- 

~ ~ Lit teletype UNIT CZI 


■ c 






■' '■•* r^.. .'* _ - 


- ■•% 






i 

^4 




( 

o 




... ,■ '»’* 


- * ,-•■ ■"«»’ ■‘^ ' 


THE SUNDAY STAR 
Washing^ton, D. C. 
6 / 15/69 • 


Tolson ^ 
Mr. DcLooch 

Mr. Mohr 

Mr. Bishop — 
Mi. Cosper — 
Mr. CoUdbon 
Mr. Courod - 
Mr. 

Mr.Gal*I_ 


d^'5i' 


. ... Hf . - 


Mr. Ros«b 
Mr. S«Ulv« 
Mr. Tov*l _ 
Mr. Trotter . 
Tele. 'Roob 
Miss Holmes. 
Miss Gandy _ 




CMlCT. ROWAN 


!t b Thiie tQ^ J. Edgar Hoover to Go 





A Is never in more 

__pe:‘U Uu^ UK people lose 
tv ability to ider.itfy r jtinu- 
tte threat to persoool liberty, 
•bci^ty is in a lot fli 
'^peril if VC zuay yoi^e Lrom the 
public reaction — or lack cf it 
Uj ccurtrooRi gemssions of 
■*?-i variety of ulegal FUI vr>e- 
hihS bu^gin^ of tonics 
hou:! reams. 

,r -A Justice Pepnrtnient offi- 
*cial ackiio\v leaded in Federal 
" ^Uid^Gmirt tisat l>, Martin 
XiiMuei wzs under elec- 
tronie acrrelUence in 19Cd and 
^ISG. rnd Uie FBI agent who 
rjwpefvisad this surveillance 
the court was my un- 
> - - ^ ^wmrn 

whole truth isthatDr. 
phones were tapped, 
1 Toooas begged, and be 
i pc^onojly sUacaued nght 
! tir.>e l«e was slain in 
t f» AprO 4, laes. 
^Aootbo* FBI agent, C. Barry 
\ toM the court in Eous- 
that for four solid 
had listened eight 
1 ilay, five da\*s a «cek, 
conversations of Elijah 
Jcxidor . oT the 
Musllttt^ cm- 

both a Idcph^ wire- 
AW and a Kiena ' 
iBMuhazxinafsj 
eases 




L--ieral 

in a^bearincoDior- 


jner hoa\-}'V’c!ght boxing 
champiro Cassius Clay's efrort 
to cveriurn a five-year prison 
sentence for his refusal to be 
drafted. 

These baggings, which 
caught some Clay conversa- 
tions in their ' «et,” are but a 
Iraction a: the illegal wiretaps 
Uiat have moved this country 
far closer to a police state 
Ulid most Americans realize. 

V^’hy the bland, indiifcrcat 
reaction cn th3 part of smst 
Arncricans? 

First, there is the general 
FBI iustlfication for such tac- 
tics: **nalional scanity.*^ 

Former Attorney General 
Ramsey Cait, Ww states em- 
phatic^ly that the FBI had oo 
jauthority to wiretap or bug 
Dr. K^, asserts that *^the im- 
pUcaticn Uiat people thought 
Dr. King was a seairity threat 
is outrageous.” 

Still, that term **xuitkmai se- 
curity” is more powerful than 
"“motherhood,” for it evokes 
lear, and men still rurrendcr 
more things -- including liber- 
ty — out of fear than they do 
out of bvc. 

TIk ], i^rling thing about 
Clark’s *5 . * is that lie 
acts as Ijc is su^ised 

to hear of the wiretappii^ and 
bogging of Dr. King. Could 
Oark possibly have been una- 
ware tha: FBI ofTiciais were 
going before congre^nal 
committers and partly justify- 
ing larger appropriaUons by 


Uul’ating. some congressmen 
and feeding anti-King ammu- 
nition t> Scuthemers who de- 
spised the civul rights leader 
— all by way of re\^ealing “tid- 
bits” picked up through the 
wiretaps and buggings? 

Was Clark unarare that cer- 
tain FBI officials were roam- 
ing the ccur^ le aking to 
newspaper editors poisonous 
stories about Dr. King and 
what the baggings all^gec^y 
^ had reveal^? 

« Everybody else in Washing- 
ton of any consequence knew 
I it» and many deplored it, bot 
! no one seeing to know how to 
I go about making the FBI bend 
* to She laws w the Und. 

There is a not-too-fiq^ant 
assumption in Washington that 
J. Edgar Hoover has been FBI 
director for 45 years because 
all the teocnl Presidents have 
assurried ibal be knew too 
much about them to be re- 
placed. So not only was he not 
replaced by any ^ the young- 
er, very able FBI men in the 
normal course of things, but 
Fre^d'inU Johnson and K'aon 
bavc felt it wise or expedient 
to waive a law saying iioover 
has reached ibc rocking-chair 
a c. 

*1;^- ver ought to be replaced 
as FBI director =- immediate- 

ly- 

I As Weshiagren agency heads 
{ go, Hoover may beve done . 

* better Job than most. But 
‘people of this country knew 


something when they fimited " 
the time one man n^ht servo * 
in the presidency* ney 
personal fiefdomi as inimical 
to the democracy, the peisoiul . 
freedom^ that we have ooae Is - 

If it is dangeTDos Is l«vo ^ 
ooe man serve throe full 'I 
as jPresident, It is tar wn 
dangerous to have one man 
take lUeUme possession of 
powerful pohee-mve^ativo 
agency that prods into ite'*- 
Jeep^ secrets of the most'^ 
proounenl, most bonored dti* . 
wois and has the power to db*^ 
credit, even d^&oy. ahnott 
anyo^ The kind of ab as e of ^ 
and contempt for ibe tow naa- 
ifest in the King and Muham- ' 
mad eavesdrpE^img beooma 
almost inevitable wlte a man 
is left in a key job as long as 
Booverbasbe^ 

Wwe Hoover A 
thoughtful man, or as 
oemed aboot the preservation 
of democracy and Sbeity at 
his speedy suggest, be would 
have r^gned tong ago. Ho . 
would not keep putting Presi- 
dents in the i^itic^ biiid tf 
deciding to heep him an 
him out T? ♦ > 

R is dear Eoovar nil i 
totentkiu of r»^!ag. OT 
docs the President m uitor ftn 
courage to say: “WeH 
thou good and faithfid sarvanL 
Goodbye.*^ 
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OFFICE OF DIRECTOR 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVEST 


A ^ MR, T0L50N 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


June 16, 1969 


MR. CASFER ■ 
MR. C ALL AH i 
MR. CONRAD 


Mr. Toleon wishes to have oalled ta» cale- 
Mr. Hoover’s attention the followln^XRosEN 

F irst t MR. .ULC.V. 


4RS. MET c AL F . 


The Attorney General (Kennedy) asked ...... 

a Bureau Official to oome to his mr. trotter 

office - he was conslde^ng placlns<R. jones 

a tele, survelllsuice on' ^lng . (Julyv ELE, room 

1963# ) ' ' i - ‘ I MISS HOLMES 

The Bureau official (Evans) talked mr*. met c*le 

him out of It. at that time. M.ssa.Nov 

A little over a week later, AG Kennedy changed 
his mind and thought It 111 advised at that 
time to place a tele, surveillance on King. 

Third ! 

On October 7, 1963, THE REQUESTED 

authority to place the tel^^^^tvelllauioe, 
and on October 10, 1963,^pr^d the request. 



f\;.L ‘ '■'Qf ‘'-Ihi) 
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10 JUN 24 1969 
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Juzw 19, 1969 






4.0O~!C>(,h7c> -3^°^ 

Honorftbls Spiro T* A^pov 
The Vice President 
Veshlngton, D. C* 

My deer Hr. Vice President} 


1 - Mr. C. D. DeLoach 
X - Mr. V. C. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. T. S. Bishop 
I - Mr. G. C. Moore 
1 - Mr. T. J. Peskin 
* 

BT UAISOH 


ALL mFORMATION COtiTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
ATE R Y S'fi'/JfiKi/U 

t, *7^ 


ml 


4 

. 4 






Ay 


Por your information there Is enclosed 
a document regarding the communist Influence on 
Martin X^ither Klng^ <Jr.» founder of rhe Southern 
Cairlstlan Leadership Conference. This doctnent 
Includes Information regarding King's hl^ly 
personal behavior. 

^ ®®py of this document has been furnished 
the President end the Attorney General. 


deuvereo 

M 


sincerely yours. 
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, the ^closure, If disclosed, could compromise Informants and 


f 32 ^ 


a TELETYPE UNIT t i 






' ' c > f:wK.^r^r 




MO. yp 

^«Ar I**! lfH?K>M 

Mm mo mo 37 


J 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum ^pUTE IN ENVELOPE 



TO 

iiP \y 

Mr. W. C. Sullivan/A V 

DATE; 6/18/69 


G. C. Moorej|^^^ 

1 - Mr. C. D. DeLoach 

FROM 

1 - Mr. W. C. Sullivan 


& 

1 - Mr. T. E. Bishop 

SUBJECT; 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

1 - Mr. G. C. Moore 


RACIAL MATTERS 

1 - Mr. T. J. Deakin 



Rpser 

SuUivar 

Tav^l 

T lotr^r 

Tcl*, Roott 

HoliDe* 

Gondy - 


This is to recommend attached dociment regarding 
communist Influence on Martin Luther King, Jr. , be furnished 
the Vice President. 


3 


O 

CJ> 


Attached document was previously transmitted to the 
President and the Attorney General by memorandum dated 
y January 22, 1969, approved by the Director. By memorandum 
June 16, 1969, the President, Vice President and the Attorney 
\ General were furnished the facts concerning the telephone 
.^surveillance on the residence of Martin Luther King, Jr,, 
author! zed by former Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy. 

"tSln order to fully advise the Vice President of the background 
^of Martin Luther King, Jr., it is suggested the attached ^ 

i3 ^ document be given him. In view of the Vice President's 
u- 0^ involvement in urban affairs this dociment should be of ' 


5^ >- interest to him. 
CO 




or 


£2 ^ 
I 

S a 


It is also noted that by letter dated June 9, 1969, 
the Vice President thanked the Director for keeping him 
informed by sending him a copy of "Potential for Racial 
Violence • 1969." We will continue to inform the Vice 


— Lu significant developments in the racial field. 


ACTION: 




*fC«2 (OO-^^ 

That attached document regarding communist influence 


667 ^ 


on Martin Luther King, Jr., be furnished the Vice P resident. 
ilThis mail should be returned to Mr, DeLoach's office for 


I deli very. 


Enclosures - 


100-106670 
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MR. DELOACH 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION MR. MO^ - 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE un, 

10:23AM June 20, 1969 »<«. 

✓ MR. CALLAHAN 

MARION^OLDEN, CBS M orning *"* - 

News New York, telepRoned from **"• " 

New York City;' asked to speak to“]| 
the Director. She was offered the 
services of Assistant Director Bishop,,n. t*vkl 
which she accepted. MR. TROTT 


MR. FELT . 
MR. OALE . 


MR. SULLIVAN 


MR. TROTTER 
MR. JONES 


MRS. METCALF 


MtSS OANOV 


Mr. Bishop advised that Miss Golden 

carried on her program charges of •'•»» •"O'-**'* 

former Attorney Generals Ramsey 

Clark and Nicholas Katzenbach that 
the FBI had repeatly asked them to make a wiretap on 
Martin Lu the rKjn g. She called to Invite Director ot 
an FBI s^kestnan to answer these charges* She was 
advised that the FBI had to make and that 

the June 19, 1969, edition of the Evening Star speaks 
for itself. . /J 
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Hm Attonwy Gta»nl 


Director, FBI 


June 19, 1969 


ARTICLE FROM THE JURE 19, 1969 ISSUE OF **IHE 
^EVENING STAR,** WASHIHaTOH, D. C. BNTlTiJSD. 

/**iaHG WIRETAP CALLED RFE'S |PSA:1 

Encloeed ie e copy of as srtlele which appeared la 
today's editioa of **The fivealag Star. ** 

yy'ry' 


Enclosorc 




1 - The Deputy Athiraty GeMral • Baclesurt 

1 - Mr. DeLoach Enclosure 

1 - Mr. Bishop - Enclosure ^ •^^<sv * 

1 - Mr. Rosen - Enclosure 





1 - Mr. Sullivan • Enclosure 
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^King Wiretap 
Called RFK's Idea 


Hoover Cites 
2 Memos Giving 
Authority to FBI 

H jp' b.v 

Th# Evrniii: Sur Co l 

Vy JEREMIAH O'LEARY 

Stir Miritcr 

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover 
today disclosed that wiretap- 
ping of the Rev. Martin Luther 
Ki:ig 3 telephone was proposed 
by then Ally. Gen. Robert F. 
Kennedy to FBI officials in 
June ^003 and carried out with 
the signed authorization of Ken- 
nedy a ac w months later. 

Hoover said the FBI has in its 
files two memorandums which 
make it clear that Kennedy 
conceived the idea of the wire- 
up on King and subsequently 
authorized the bureau to pro> 
ceed with the wiretapping on 
Oct. 10, 1963. 

Kennedy initiated the idea for 
the Up in a conversation with 
Courmey Evans, then assistant 
director of the FBI and liaison 
officer between the agency and 
the Justice Department, Hoover 
tojd The Star today. 

Memoranduni Cited 

Hoover said the FBI has a 
memorandum in its files from 
Evans to Hoover, dated in June, 
1963. Evans reported that Ken- 
nedy said he was concerned 
about allegations that King was 
a student and believer in Mane- 
ism. Kexmedy, according to the 
Evans memorandum, expressed 
concern that Marxism might in- 
filtrate the race issue in the 
Uniied States because of King*s 
leadership of Negroes through 
h'$ Southern Christian Leader- 
shin Conference. 

Evatis reported in the memo 
tu the FBI director, Hoover 
saia, that the attorney general 
was aiirmed by alleged assocl- 
atims between King and a New 
Yorker with Marxist connec- 
tions. Kennedy asked Evans, 
the memorandum said, whether 
it w'ould be feasible to irstatl 


electronic devices to monilcMr 
King's converiatioiis in an ef- 
fjit to discover the extent of a 
fc'^ssible threat to national secu- 

;:iy. 

Actordin;; to Evans' memo, 
the liaison man told Kennedy 
!>.?rc were technical difficulties 
in installing such devices in the 
care of the Negro leader be* 
cause he was a man who ^as 
almost ccnstcntly traveling. 

Hoover told The Star that the 
FBI also told Kennedy at the 
time that they questioned the 
advisability of underUking the 
electronic surveillance because 
of possible political repercus- 
sions. 

On October 7, 1963. however, 
following subsequent discussions 
Hoover said be sent a memo- 
randum t othe Attorney General 
in which be reported that it was 
now technically feasible to apply 
telephone wire Ups to Ki^'s 
telephone at SCLC headquarters 
in Atlanta, Ga., and at an un- 
nam edaddress in New York 
City. This was, tn effect, a 
request for authorization to pro- 
ceed, the director said. 

I Dated October. 19CS 

That Hoover memorandum 
bears the signature *^Robert 
F. Kenned}*'’ in the lower left- 
hand comer over the hand- 
written date “10-10-63/' 

1 Hoover made the bombshell 
! disclosure today as the climax 
|U> a long series of cha^s and 
counter-charges involving Jus- 
tice Department officials, the 
FBI and Star columnist Carl 
j Rowan over the manner in 
which the conversations of King 
were intercepted and tap^ by 
the Bureau. 

^ Rowan charged in a column 
Sundry that the FBI had no 
puthority to wiretap or bug Dr. 
King's conversations and quoted 
former Attorney General Ram- 
sey Clark as saying “the im- 
plication that people thought Dr. 
King was a security tl^at is 
outrageous.*’ 

The following day, Associato 
FBI Director Clyde A. Tolson 
write a letter to Rowan in 
which he stated that the official 
wiretapping on Kink had the ad- 
vance approval of Kennedy. 



SEN. ROBERT F. KENNEDY MARTIN LUTHER KING 


"The Evening Star" 
Washington, D. C. 
June 19, 1969 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF JMVESTIGATION 
FOlPA DELETED PACE INFORMATION SHEET 


Papc(s) w iUihcld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following staletnents. where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 
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XXXXXX 


D Deleted under exemption<s) - with no segregable 

oaterial available for release to you. 

Q Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your requesL 

n Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

D Documcnttsl originating with the following government agcncytiesl — — 

was/were forw arded to them for direct response to you. 

• 

Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); — - 

- - as the information originated with them. You will 

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 
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Memorandum 

Mr. DeLoach^ 

T. E. Bishop'*i^^i? 


SUBJECT: CASSIUS MARCELLUS CLAY, JR. 
SELECTIVE SERVICE ACT 


6/10/69 


MARTIN LUTHER KING, 
SECURITY MATTER - C 


d *7 ^ 

ALL Ift'FOR'v'ATION' COfTAINCf) 


Caiidh or, 

Con rod 

Foil 

OqU 

Rosen - — 

Suiiivon — , 
ToveJ .. ■ 

Trouer 

Tel*. Room , 

Hoimes 

Goady 





As you have been previously advised in connection with 
the wiretap disclosure in captioned case, my office received a number 
of calls from reporters, all of which were answered ”no comment.** 

There is attached a particularly ridiculous and erroneous 
^ column by a young reporter named Larry Miller from the **Chicago 
Daily News.** You will note in the article he claims to have talked to 
me (Bishop) and to have asked eight questions, all of which were 
answered "no comment. *’ 

The facts are these: Miller talked to Leinbaugh in my 
office and asked the first question, said he had several more, and it 
was explained to him politely but firmly that this matter was before the 
courts and that "no comment" whatsoever could be made concernii^ the 
matter. He became extremely rude and started asking additional 
questions and it was necessary to Interrupt him and again tell him that 
the Bureau could not make any comment and that he was wasting his 
time and our time. During his attempts to interrupt and inject questions, 
he did not mention either the Director or the President. It was finaJ^ 
necessary to terminate the call, T 

NOT RECtS^OED 


My office is instructing the SAC, ChiQtfO^jiJii^ 
f further business whatsoever with Miller. 



Enclosure 


1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Jones 


information. 
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News called the 
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[he phone. 

Kera?*s v hai hap|)onc(i: 

Q. Why was Dr. Kind's 
phone lanpeJ? 

A. No comnjcnr, 

Q. Dul J. E(J;tar Jloover 
approve? 

A. No tomn-.em, 

Q, Vv'ns Dr. Kin;; coo* 
sidored a ;>c*ciiriiy risk? 

A, No com men L 
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(}. If SO, why? And *by 
whom? 


AFTER A TYPICAL [ A, No coaiiiienL 


A. (Pause) No comment ' 

Q. Does this Inclcde 
senators ’ and con- 
;;res$nH*n? 

A, (Lon;* Pause) No com* . 
mcni. 

Docs it mcludo the 
Presidem? 

A. (Longer Pause) No 
con::r.eni. 

<). Does it include J, / 
Ecl^ar Hoover? f 

A. (Longest Pausc)i Tm 
afraid I can't help you on 
that one. . 
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Tour letter of June 9th has been received, b reply to 
your inquiries, Information concerning the alleged eomoounist affilia- 
tions of Martin Luther Kiug, vhether substantiated or not, be 

released because of a Department of Justice order regarding all mat- 
ters of a confidential nature. I regret I am unable to be of help to 
you la this instance. 

Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 
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Bufiles contain no Information identifiable with correspondent. 
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Harrisonburg Va 
June 9 > 1969 


Federal Bureau of Investigations 
Public Relations Dept — 

Washington, D. C. 

Gentlemen: 

I have read or heard that Doctor Martin Luther^ng was Associated 
or Friendly to some Communist Front Organizations — Did this information 
come from Investigation by the F. B. I. Is it possible to secure A copy of Report 
if True. Or can I Find it in a Library under what Title - Thanks -- 
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A«herUl«, North &rollna 2880S ALL INFORMATION CONTAIKfil 

herein is unclassified 


•ncloturt. 


I have reeelTtd your letter of June 2nd, vlth 


In reply to your inquiry, information conceniing 
the alleged communist affiliations of Martin Luther King, aiiether 
eubstantlated or not, cannot *l>e released because of a Department 
of Justice Order regarding all maaers of a confidenaal nature. 
For the same reason, I am unable to furnish you any data relating 
to the other statements In your enclosure. I regret I cannot be of 
help to you in this instance. 


MAIL£0 6 

w s; 1969 


iiiKi t; 

JV/1. V 


Sincerely yours, 
J. Edser Hocver 


j ^^^gl^^ue^ontaiiwioiMormation identifiable with correspondent or 
* — The enclosure is a pamphlet concerning 
(C ) Martin Luther King and other members of the Southern Christian Leader- 
i ship Conferejice who are well known to the Bureau. This pamphlet is dis- 
r, tributed by th^i^C^izens AntirCoininunlst Committeja oLConnncUfiUt which 

^ is well known tothe Bureau as a rabid ant0x)mmunist group. 
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June 2, 1969 


ftLL INFORfMTlON COiiTWNED 

herein is unclassified 

Federal Bureau of InvestlB.tlou DATEi^l 2 rSi_JY££iUSKJat 

Washington 

District of Columbia 

Gent lenen : 

1 recently received the enclosed bulletin concernin g Martin 
Luthet^Kin g and some of his associates. 

Whenever I receive such information, I always raise the 
question as to whether or nor the facts are true. 

Do your files ^ In any degree, substantiate the statements 
made in the enclosed bulletin? 
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A TKIBUTE TO THE Q) 

MARTIN LUTHER KING 


Founder of the Southern 
Christian Leadership 
ConferefK:e 

Winner of the 1964 
Nobel Peace Prize 


The New Yorli City 
Gold Medal Ateard 

Time Ma g azine Man 
of the Year 

University of Bridgeport 
Honorary Degree 


The assassination of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. has brought to light some important points to 
ponder regarding his life and death. 

What was Martin Luther King's true role in the civil rights and interacial scene? His role may very well have 
been, unwittingly a transitional one — both peace and violence. 

Martin Luther Kin g attended the Hi g hlander Folk School in 1957 at Monteagle. Tenn., a successor to the 
Communist-controlled Commonwealth College, which was co-founded by Don West, district director, of the 
Communist Party of North Carolina and Myles Norton, an activist with the Young Communist League. (See 
House Committee on Un-American Activities, Testimony of Paul Crouch, May 6, 1949, pp. 191, 193.) 

Martin Luther Kin g 's close friends at the Highlander Folk School were Carl and Anrte Braden, both identified 
Communists : Abner W. Berry of the central committee of the Communist Party; and James A. Oombrowsky, 
•Iso an identified Communist. 

Martin Luther Kirt g 's chief advisors in the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) are Rev. Ral ph 
Abernathy, close friends and associates, now to be King's successor; the Rev. Andrew Young, SCLC program 
director; the Rev. Fred Shuttlesworth . ari officer in SCLC; "Jack" Hunter Pitts O'Dell, twice aid in SCLC; 
and Bayard Rustin, a consultant ar>d one-time "secretary to Dr. King." 

Whg is the Rev. Ralph Abernath y? The Rev. Ralph Abernathy received his training in civil ri a hts agitation at 
th e Hi g hlander Folk School . He also signed a petition along with leadin g Communist on behalf of Carl Braden, 
an identified Communist who was convicted of contempt of Congress and received a one year jail sentence. 

Who is the Rev. Andrew Youn g? Rev. Young, program director of SCLC, was the administrator of the 
Dorchester Center in Liberty County, Ga. Rev. Young was trained at the Hi g hlander Folk School . Hunter Pitts 
O'Dell, an identified Communist did some work at Rev. Young's Dorchester Center. (See Atlanta Constitution . 
July 24, 1963. pp. 1, 7.) 

Who is the Rev. Fred Shuttlesworth? Rev. Shuttlesworth, a vice president of the SCLC, is the president of the 
Southern Conference Education Fund which is the successor to the Southern Conference for Human Welfare, 
a cited Communist front. Who is Hunter Pitts O'Dell? Hunter Pitts O'Dell or "Jack" H. O'Dell was identified 
as the di strict director for the Communist Party in New Orleans , in hearings before the U.S. Senate Internal 
Security Subcommittee — (see New York Times. Sept. 15, 1956, p. 54 .) 


^ A IMIHI II lO nu 

*.£V. DR. MARTIN LUTHER Ki.<lG * 

Who is Bayard Rustin? Bayard Rustin, King's "secretary", was an i^mittad member of the Young Communist 
League lYCL). (New York Times, Aug. 20, 1963, p, 2.) As a professed conscientious objector he, swved 26 
months in federal prisons. Rustin has worked closely with the War Resisters League, Liberation magazine, the 
Medical Air to Cuba Committee, the Committee for Non-Violent Action (CNVA) arnl other extreme leftist 
groups. In Sept., 1963, while in Richmond, Va., Rustin suggested "that more bloody Negro suffering should be 
erKouraged so that squeamish Northern Negroes would be horrified into line . . " — Richmond News-Leader, 

Sept, 27, 1963. 

Martin Luther Kin g In addition to allowing Communist influerKe in his movement, attempted to couple the 
civil rights question with foreign policy issues especially Vietnam. Referring to our position In Vietnam King 
called the United States "The worst purveyor of violence In the world today." (An outright untruth that follows 
the Communist fondest dream. Note this does rwt free people, but enslaves.) 

Martin Luther King and his wife since 1965 were active ir. headlining of mass peace demonstration — including 
the mass demonstration of April, 1967 in Central Par*- . here the American flag was burned, and at the 
United Nations. These demonstrations have been manipulated by the Communist Party ar>d Its front groups. 

At orte tinrte King planned to travel to North Vietnam as a self-appointed diplomat — a violation of the Logan 
Act, to seek so called "peace" (surrender, of South Vietnam — No. 1 Red tactic). 

Martin Luther Kin g assailed the 1964 airlift of a relief force to release hostage missionaries who were being 
burned and raped while being held by the Congolese 'rebels. (Why would a fellow Christian Minister assail such 
an act of mercy?) 

* 

Martin Luther Kin g's "r>on-vlolence" and "civil disobedience" involved disruptions and breaking whatever laws 
the movement feels it is above. Law and order is subverted through draft resistar>ce, tyir>g up traffic, sit-irtf and 
mass breaking of federal, state and city la¥vs which have resulted in violence, arson and looting. (A main Red aim.) 

What did the Memphis marches have to do with racial issues? Martin Luther King and his aides turned a sanitation 
man's strike — a labor dispute — into a massive disruptive, destructive civil rights riots. 

What may be in store for America? Ballots or bullets? If Martin Luther King's assassination marks a turning of 
the corner into open guerrilla warfare by certain extreme "black power" groups, the country will be in perilous 
times. Such guerrilla warfare oriented groups include the Student Non-Violent Coordinatin g Committee (SNCC) 
Revolution Action Movement (RAM), the Ma lcolm X. Society . You can also expect other groups to defend the 
above mentioned ortec - such es, CORE . SAN^, Womens Strike for Peace . Interrrational Lea g ue for Peace and 
Freedom . W.E.B. DuBois Clubs . Non-Violent Coordinatin g Committee . Students for a Democratic Societ y and 
the Communist Party . 

Is there real hope for lastittg racial harmon y? The different races in America are her strength and glory. There Is 
no color bar for hatred. The issue in America is not of black power or white power but of whether we have the 
God power which unites rather than the hate-power which can divide and destroy. We were all meant to walk 
the earth as the daughters and the sons of God. 

"The Communists are constantly encoura ging class stru ggle, trying to increase social, economic, and political 
tensions. To them class struggle is an agency for promoting communism" J. Edgar Hoover "Masters of Deceit", 

p. 317. Could It be true what J. Edgar Hoover reiterates, that Martin Luther King is the most notorious liar 
in this country? 

Free copies on request of this circular or background on the above mentioned groups contact; Citizana Anti' 
Communist Committee of Conn., PO Bpx 1780. Bridgeport, Conm ^ 
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Domestic Intelligence Division 


INFORMATIVE NOTE 


6 / 6/69 


The attached pertains to a newspaper 
Inquiry of Coretta King, widow of the 
late Martin Luther King, Jr., concerning 
recent publicity about a wiretap on the 
phone of King. This publicity was in 
connection with the Selective Service 
case trial of Cassius Clay. Mrs. King 
sought the advice of Stanley Levison 
through her travel companion Benlta 
Bennette. Levison was a secret member 
of the Communist Party as late as 1963^ 
and a principal advisor to King. '” 7 ^ 


In view of the sensitive nature of 
the source, no dissemination is being \J^ 

o rT-A^ siniCD BY 


CEG*:chs 
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WA...24 

FBI NEW YORK/ ^ 

9-00 PM / URGENT 6-6-69 WPK 
TO OIREC/OR 100-106670 (CODE) 

attention DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE DIVISION 



S Mr. I 

- \ArMr 1 


1£tTER - COMMUNIST 


Mr. Mohr 
Mr. Bishop 
Mr. Casper 
Mt. CaUihai 
Mr. Conr 
Mr. Felt 
Mr. Csl 
Mr. Rosen_ 
Mr. EuUivaa- 
Mr. Tavel 


MARXI FROM NEW YORK 

^ / 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. SM-C (00-ATLANTA) . 


FOLLOWING INFORMATION RECEIVED FROMj 

JUNE SIX INSTANT, CLASSIFY "SECRET 
MCUSSIPIKD 

oa J » 

ON JUNE SIX INSTANT, A PERSON BELIEVED ^0 BE yBENITA 
BENNETTE, an AIDE TO CORETTA KING, TOLD STANLEyS>£VIS0N THAT 
^JOHN MC AULIFFE, RESPRESENTaTI VE OF "NEWSDAY", A LONG ISLAND, 

NEW YORK DAIiY NEWSPAPER, HAD CALLED AND WANTED CORETTA’S f 
REACTION TO THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS: ONE) DID DR. (MARTIN ' 

LUTHER) KING KNOW HIS TELPHONE WAS TAPPED? TWO) WAS IT HIS ^ 

^ ^ ' 

dAt 



HOME PHONE, OFFICE PHONE OR BOTH? THREE) WHY WAS THE TELEPHONE 


TAPPED? 

LEVI50N, WHO APPEARED TAKEN BAl 
NOT ANSWER EACH QUESTION BUT THAT S» 


, REPLIED THAT SHE SHOULD 
STOUm SAY "HE HAD NO 


WAY OF KNOWING IF HIS PHONE WAS TAPPED AND, AS TO WHY, THAT 

.1 JUr, 12 1963 

QUESTION SHOULD BE DIRECTED TO THE FBI AND THE JiEPARTMENT OF 


JUSTICE". 

IGE-ONE 





Classified by 

CDS. Categoif 

t>aie of Declagsi/icalio n Indet^iTTS ^ /^^ / 


55JUN231969 


UR. DELOACH FOR THE DIRECTOR 
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. 0 / 
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PAGE TWO 

BENNETTE BROUGHT UP THE MATTER OF RESCHEDULING A MEETING 

ON THURSDAY, JUNE TWELVE AND LEVISON AGAIN BROUGHfUP THE 

REQUEST FROM THE " NEWSDAY" REPRESENTATIVE. HE STATED, "THE 

SECOND PART SHOULD BE ’THE QUESTION WHY WAS THE TE^HONE 

OF DR. KING TAPPED IS CERTAINLY A SERIOUS QUESTION, A SERIOUS 

AND SIGNIFICANT QUESTION. IT HA’S TO BE DIRECTED, HOWEVER, TO 

THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE AND THE FBI.*" 

BENNETTE REPLIED • AND THE OTHER PART ’HE WOULD HAVE NO 

WAY OF KNOWING HIS PHONE WAS TAPPED.’" ^ 

/MEMO 

NO LHM BEING SUBMITTED. 
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END 
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UNITED STATES GC'v'ERNMENT 

Memorandum 

ilr* Galj6 ‘f? y 
If f 


FROM A. B, Eddy-'.-.i^ 

t < ^ 

SUBJECT: CASSIUS JiARCELLUS CLAY, JR. 

SELECTIVE SERVICE ACT 


Toir.on 

Ctl^orh _ 

•'vv 


June 9, 1969 


^ Bor.cn . . 

^ j Tele, Boom 


Tele, Boom . 
Holmes - - - 
Condy - 




The information set forth in the Washington Post 
of June 8, 1969, concerning the testimony of FBI Agent _ 
Robert Nichols is erroneous. The Post article indicatec^. 
that "confirmation that Dr. King’s home phone was tappj^d^ 
from 1964 until around the time of his assassination 
April 4, 1968, came from FBI Agent Robert Nichols. Asked 
if the tap continued until the assassination date, Nichols » 


UUUUcu < 




Special Agent Nichols stated that he answered 
all questions orally, and that he never nodded his head r 
in response to a question by the defense. According to y ' r 
Agent Nichols, he was asked by the defense if the surveillance 
of Dr. King was running up to April, 1968, to which Special 
Agent Nichols responded that he did not know the exact date 
the surveillance v/as discontinued because he was not on the 


case after Lay, 1965, 


According to Assistant Special Agent in Charge 
(ASAC) Hetherington, the United States Attorney and the 
Assistant United States Attorney, both of whom were present 
in the court, stated Special Agent Nichols did not answer 
any question by nodding bis head. 


ACTION: 


The foregoing is submitted for information, 


/''CmCLI 


;su.<;e 




1 - Mr. De Loach 
1 - Hr. Mohr 
1 - Kr. Bishop 

1 - Hr. Gale »X I/* , 


NOT KSCORDED 
191 JUN 20 (369 






PERS. Rl';n. UNIT 


ny^iM 






TO 


SUBJECT 


• . tO$m MO iQ 
***T V . ; I o : 0*1 
Ok* . . o *40 i f 


UM ! J:1) S'i'.Vl 1 :.s c;i( .KNMliNT 

Memorandum 

Mr, DeLoach’ 

T. E. Bishop‘s ^ 

CASSIUS MARCELLUS CLAY, JR. ' 
SELECTIVE SER^^E ACT 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
SECURITY MATTER - C 




I-- 


.'I. '!.• 

TorirsJ — . 


DATE; 


6/9/69 


/. r 


^ Tav«i 


T»oM«r . 


ml INFORMATION COCTMN® 

herein k uncla^ified 


F^oom . 



60-7* i 

/t| au- 




As is known, disclosures were made in the court case 
involving Cassius Clay in Houston, Texas, to the effect that the FBI had , 

wiretaps on Martin Luther King and Elijah Muhammad of the Black 
Muslims which were monitored by FBI Agents. 


As a result of these disclosures, Bishop’s office received a 
very large number of inquiries late on Thursday, 6/5/69, and all day 
, Friday, 6/6/69, from news media concerning this matter. They wished 
I to know if these wiretaps were authorized by the Director’s superior, the 
I Attorney General, how long they continued, etc. Bishop’s office has 
maintained a policy of not commenting in answer to these inquiries but 
;has referred newsmen to testimony of the Director before the House Sub- 
I committee on Appropriations, going back to, 3/4/65 and continuing through 
ihis testimony on 2/23/68. On each occasion in his testimony Mr. Hoover 

( has stated the number of wiretaps then being operated by the FBI, has 
pointed out that each is authorized in writing by the Attorney General, 
and that each of them is in the internal security field. By referring &e 
» newsmen to this testimony, the point is made crystal clear that none of 

i the wiretaps are done on the Director’s authority but are all approved 
by the Attorney General then in office. 


It is also noted that on the evening of 6/7/69 a spokesman 
for the Department of Justice, in referring to the matter discussed in 
Mr. Hoover’s testimony, as stated above, has made the statement that 
"Mr. Hoover's testimony is accurate in every respect, ” thus confirming 
Mr. Iliiovor's toslimony, 'V " /CC 

NOT RECCPDED 


RECOMMENDATION : 


Bishop’s office will contmue'^a jfolicy bf no commerit^oiTthis 


matter but will continue to refer inquirers to Mr«..iipover^s> testimony— 


as set out above. 
.1 - Mr. DeLoach 


TEB:mls / 

( 6 ) ^ 


1 - Mr, Sullivan 
1 - Mr, Jones 
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ALL IKFORjWlON COMTAINLD 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
nflT F.3^/vi> -B Y %e' <,\a^nL 


1 received your letter of Jane 2nd and appreciate 
your generous remaiics concerning my administration of tills Bureau. 


« respect to your request, Informatton concern- 

ing the alleged communist affiliations of Martin Luther King, whether 
Mbstantiated or not, cannot be released because of a Department of 
Justtce order regarding all matters of a confidential nature. I resret 
I am not able to be of help to you. 


Sincerely yours, 
7. Edgar Hoover 


NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. 
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Mr J Edgar Hoover 
F.B.I. 

Washington D. C. 
Dear Mr Hoover: 


ALLIKFORaATICliGOriTAltJtO 

HERBN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE a ivt-i - BY 


It is a great comfort, in this time of unrest and 
turmoil to know that you are so well ”on the job” 


Your information on some of M. L, Kings top com- 
panions & speech writers must surely be brought out at the proper 
time. Please keep this before Congress and the President as well 
as testify about all you know about King if Congress brings up the 
celebrating of his birthday - as a National Holiday - 


Too few people know of this situation and I’m afraid 
swallow all the "good” hook, line & sinker 


Please make everything that you can, general public 

information 


Paul Scott is writing some fine editorials which 
should shake people awake. 

Thank you for your outstanding service to our country - 
Yours truly 


/s/ 
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Morthrldge, California 91324 


1 - Mr. Long 


ALL !:IF OSa'-TIDi-' -^'i- 7/’!‘'rn 


Thia is to acknowledge receipt of jour letter 
received at thia Bureau on May 26, 1969. 



Por your inforaatlon, the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation la an investigative ara of the United 
States Departaent of Justice, and the results of 
investigation conducted by this Bureau are furnished to 
the Departaent of Justice. If you have any further 
questions, you aay desire to coBaunicate directly with 
Mr. jerrls Leonard, .Assistant Attorney General, Civil 
Rights Division, United States Departaent of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 20530. 



You aay be assured that this Bureau will 
endeavor to fully discharge its investigative 
responsibilities in all aatters coalng within our 
Jurisdiction. 


Sincerely yours, 




J. Edgar Hoover 

John Bdgar Hoover 
Director 
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NOTE: 


dirf>ct«d ■ l«tt«r to this Bureau 
asking several questions as to the Martin ijithar ging, Jr., 
-investigation. We are advising AjlHlB^Kpthat if he has 
any questions concerning the investlgS^To^^he is to coaaunio 
cate directly with the Department. 


Based upon available data 
Identifiable in Bureau files. 
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Rorthridge, Calif. 

9X524 
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hr. Hoover, 

Lost Americans have peacefully accepted the 
outcome of the investigation and trial 

c 

of the killer of Xlartln Luther King. I 

f 

haven't* 

Kay didn't act alone, did he? What 
about the man named "Raojil” who simply 
dteeapeared from the proceedings? Why 
this reluctance to fully probe the truth? 

Come to think of it>a lot of anericans 
are through with this peacefull acceptance- 
the handling and suppressing of the King 


f 


/co^/occ?o 


. M 


case is Just another factor In giving up 

REC MU 

hope for peaceful change. Please answer Ay 

specific Queetionm^iBiBfciMJH^ fl^l^^WDEIIC Tl MAY 29 1969 
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. Joungstown, 

b^^Cc; - 

y rwK 



£2^ 






•-V, • w 

\ f ’ • 


5^ 


I'i ■ ' ^ 


MAILED 10 

I/.AY2 81969 

COMMFBI 


Id reply to your letter which I received on 
hby 23rd, Information concerning the alleged communist affil- 
iations of Ibbrtin Luther K^, whether substantiated or not, 
cannot be released because of a Department of Justice order 
regarding all matters of a c<mfidential nature. I regret I can- 
not be of help to you In this instance* 

Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 






NOTE: On basis of available data, correspondent is not Identifiable 
in Bullies. 




Tolson ^ 
DeLooch . 

Mohr 

Btehop 

Cosper 

Callohon . 

Conrod 

Fell 

GoJe 

Roieo — 
Sullivan ^ 

Tavel 

T rotter 

Tele. Roo 
Holme 
Gcvidy 


FMG:llk (3) 






7ftilUN15?96B^ TELETYPE UNItCZI 



j/ 





TRUE COPY 


To Whom It May Concern: 


If it^ not confidential information, I would like to know if the late 
Mar^ Luthpr<ft1ng-was in any way connected with the Communist Party. Is 
it true that he attended the Highland School of Tennesee which is supposedly 
Communist inspired. 


The reason I want this information is to settle a dispute with a group 
of individuals with whom I work with. I graciously will accept any information 
given to me. 



. Sincerely yours, 
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May 19, 1969 

AIRMAIL 

SPECIAL DELIVERY 



ornia 94087 






In reply to yoor letter of May 10th, with encloeure. 
Information in our files must be maintained as confidential pursu- 
ant to regulations of the Department of Justice. No Congressman 
has access to the invesUg^ive files of the FBI. ^ 

Sincerely yours, 

J, Edgar Hoover , • ; i-.r|(v . nT 

hehl::. 

'iwm-rpi I y 

wui'E; On the basis of available information, correspondent~cannot 
be identified in Bufiles. Correspondent’s enclosed self-addressed, stamoed 
envelope being utilized in reply. 
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MAY 19 1969 

COMM-FBI 
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May iO, 19<>9 


J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover. 



There is a statement in the A"', ’rican Opinion Biographical 
Dictionary _pf -the Left . Vol. I, i' which Representative John M. 
Ashbrook, Republican, Ohio, s“- , "Mr. Hoover (J. Edgar) is privy 
to many confidential reportr nn ;• r. King's activities just as I am, 
and while their nature cana t b< disclosed, I can say without equivo- 
cation that Martin Luther®^. ing ^..oes not want nor can he stand a pub- 
lic airing of his record. I csr.i rest my case against King with the 
public utterances and actions of this man and any x>evelation of 
confidential matters is entirely unnecessary. " 


I would like two questions answered, please: (1) Does Rep. J. M. 

Ashbrook have access to confidential files in the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation? and, (2) Who does have access to these files? Members 
of Congress or members of Congressional Committees? Who? 

I would appreciate this information as soon as possible. Enclosed 
is my self-addressed air mail special delivery envelope. 

Thank you very much. 
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New Tort; New York 1002S 


Umj 1, 1969 
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bi reply to yoor letter of Ifay Ind, tnformatioii 
concerning the alleged communist afflu^ttnui p of Martin Lather 
King, whether eubetantiated or not, cannot be released he ranee 
of a Department of Justice order regarding all matters of a 
confidential nature. For the same reason, I am en able to furnish 
you any information relating to your o&er inquiries. I reg;ret I 


MAILED 10 

may 7 -1969 


COMMFBt 


ible to be of help in tiiis instance. 

Slncer^y yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 
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NOTE: On the basis of available Information, correspondent cannot be 
Identified in Bufiles. The Southern Conference Educational Fund, witti 
headquarters in Louisville, Is the successor to the Southern Conference for 
Human Welfare which has been cited as a communist-front organisation. 
Southern Christen Leadership Conference^ formerly headed by King, now 
headed by Reverend Ralph Abernathy, is well known to the Bureau. 
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Hew York, N.Y. 10025 
May 2, 1969 


Federal Bureau of Inveetigetlon 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 

o 


Gentlemen: 


Re: MRRTIH LUTHER RIHG, 




Jr. 


(Dec’d) 


In various publications X have read chat the late 
Martin Luther King, Jr., had been identified as a member of 
something like 60 (sixty) organizations that had, in turn, 
been identified as Communist fronts. In this connection, I 
have the following questions. 

1. Do you know if Martin Luther King, Jr., was at any 

time a member of the Communist party? ^ 

y 

2. Ras the organization known as the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference been identified as "Coonunist front" or 
subversive in any way? How about the Southern Christian Edu- 
cational Fund? 


3* If the answer to either of the above two questions 

is affirmative, as well as confirmatory regarding the report 
mentioned in my first paragraph, please provide the names of 
a few other Communist front organizations (determined by prom- 
inence, activity, etc.) of which Hr. King was a member. 


Thanking you in advance. 
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Carolina 18144 


Dear 



cede* 


I have received jour letter of April 25th. VlOi respect 
to jour inquiries concerning the activities of Martin Luther tnfor* 
mation cmtalned in our files most be maintained as to 

accordance with regolatloos of the Department of Justice and ! am unable 
to refer jou to any source which can furnish ttie data jou desire. I regret 
I cannot be of help to jou. 

Sincerely jours, 

J. Edgar Hoofver 

Srorm CONTAINED 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATEidl:?^BYSPyJ(»^u*. 

NOTE; Bufiles reveal that on 


_ not further identified, 

1867, was on a list ol prospective meters of the Knights of 





the Ku mux Elan, 


North Carolina. 
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I Ttry much appreciate jour UikI aentlmcnt and eompUmtn* 
tary remarka relative to my admlnlatratlon of thle Bureau la your letter of 
April 21et. 




At a preaa cooferenee on November 18, 1064, 1 made the 
etatement that Martin Lather King vaa the moat notorloua liar la the 
country* 1 did eo because he had grossly distorted the facta cooceralng 
our Special Agenta handling civil rlghta inveatlgatlona In the South. I am 
unable to answer your other queatlona about him as Information in the files 
of the FBI moat be maintained aa confidential In accordance with regula- 
tiona of the Department of Juatlce. 




You may desire to write your Congressman for ^y assist- 
ance he can afford you regarding any congreaaicnal investigations or 
reports. S" ^ 
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^ ' COMHLFBI 


Sincerely yours, 
3. Edgar Hoover 
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^^^Thas written in past e3q)ressing concern for the 
communist threat. He was furnished printed material on 8/31/65. On 
9/26/66 he was given a Miss Gandy reply which appeared appropriate In view 
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April 21, 
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Director J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Hr. Hoover: 


•, thj^ 


AILl REPORT . 


Mr. Caspi^r 

Ml- Culiftiiai 
Mr. Conrad 
Mr. Fcl 
Mr. G 
Mr. K 
Mr. Sill* 

Mr. TavU 
Mr. Trotter_. 

Tale. Room 

Miss Holxnes_ 
circulation over ^0,00S|iias Gendy— 




In our local newspaper 

there has been quite a controversy lately about Rev. Martin Luthin 

King. As you are probably aware, there was a aov^^ere xn the ^«*-*-* 

legislature to have April k declared Martin Luther Kin g Day, but the 
■ove was blocked by two legislators who are oeabers' of the John Birch 
Society. 

Some feel that Dr. King should be rated with Washington, Carver and 
Lincoln; others are not so sure. About two years ago I read a state- 
ment alleged to have been nade by you that, **Dr. King is the biggest 
liar in the United States.** The story continued that Dr. King, when 
next in Washington, aade it a point to call on you in person. How- 
ever, after the interview he had no statements to make to the press. 

Is this story true? 

I feel that it is important to know just where Rev. King stood in 
morals and patriotism, as touching on hie fidelity to God, his nati 
and his wife. If there is a a,tory in it, for good or bad, I would 
like to write it for my local newspaper, and also for wider circ 
tion, as in a magazine article. 


I Can you help me in this matter, with a statement from your Bureau? 

Are there Congressional investigations or reports, or other referen- 
ces that you could pass on to me? Your cooperation will be greatly 
ippreciatad. We do appreciate too your faithfulness and dedication t<^ 



our country across these 
church and God. 


many years, and your Christian testimony for 
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lours very sincerely. 
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- .t:. ir : :: 
* r.ich r=v^: 


"Pearson entire situation. John- ; champion of the liberals — then: 

'On and his new Attorney * nobody is safe.’* 

Anccrcon General, Ramsey Clark, had] Referring to Bobby Kenne-; 
: F. Keaiicdy. diicovered wholesale Govern- ;dy*$ lame reply to the King 
Cajlforrl::, hr.s* nicnt eavesdropping, including jwi r e t a p charges, made 
Admin:st:‘at:jn’ liie tap on Dr. King, and they jthrough a spokesman, Resnick 
o.:r column^; ordered it stopped isaid: “The American people 

he h-d or-[ The King wiretap had been hardly 


Tele. Room 


V 


the r_" ’j t^P thj teie-j requested by Attorney 
V :r ' 3r ::: » Lu- o ral Kennedy on July 16, 


h co:uz‘hr wdL j'ut the FBI at that time 
:..zrgcd. ro er tc ^argued him out of it on the 
1. egen primnry. J ground that Dr. King traveled 
U"ir wire-iioo much and that repercus- 
t:.p cojt!.';.. .‘. ever, the Ad- 1 ciojis Xegro circles would be 

. 1 - ^ - so unset oyer Later, in October of 1953, 
tr pub i.na: ;hc Justice Kennedy prevailed and the 
:ncu an omclcl placed on Dr, King's 

.i Pearson and (telephone. 


inilL-nc: u 
tup 
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'rectal., 1C 
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Pr . 
or • .0 


u.iy's answer, incl- 
„v ..d huve bc£:n di- 
u.: ques:ion of 
story^ was true, 
it^ry v;as v/rlttcii. 

, - 't v;e had hc^n 

-ie».3ppu 

i*. , icT some ye 
. u,,.:. ta'.ked with us 
u. . tially the series 
. rtporuL^ cn the 
cr- ’ lobbyist Fred 
-- Kennacy w^as At- 


consider this *re* 
spouse by proxy" an adequate 
1S63, ^ suggest a hearing under 

’ ' : ath . . . No American wants 
*Big Brother" looking over his 1 
shoulder, peeping through his 
keyhole, cr listening in on his 
telephone." 

Backing him up. Rep. Joel- 
son i>ointed out that when he 
was a district attorney in New 
Jersey he had to satisfy a . 
judge very carefully before he ^ O 
could issue a search warrant 

x-M I is a very sensitive I 

Mean^wh^ Rep. Josep^ 

Eesnick (^K.y.) .^p.Lttorney Generai of either 

House of Representauve$ last.<p^,.^j^g^ ^ subject to 


Probe Requested 



week to investigate tlie case of 
g nnd-Dr. King’s wiretap. Three 


political influences. If an At- 


^ugs wiTCL^p. *«;«.tomey General can tap * wire 
^sJother Congre^men supported I any court order, 

■ him— Neal Smith I merely on his own say-ao, then 


right of privacy in this 


Charles Joelson (X.J.), Joseph 
Vigomo (Pa.) and Ciaude Pep- i^omjtry is gone ” - 
per (Fla.), all Democrats. i , .- . 

“The fact that a high-rank- j' FBI Techniques 

ing official— a member of the j ■ 
or.= errcrlntheiPresidenfs Cabinet— legally J 

about. It I could and actually would ^ 

-_t the trp wr.s con- ^rder the FBI to bug the tele- “^nual on ^e placin^ of^se- 
r:r, King’s wire, up'phone of a distinguished 
.v*e of his ass:.:sina- [American like Dr. King is an 
[affront to the causes to which 
..1 correct. It w^as :0r. King dedicated his life,” 

LraC', iC:-5. when pesnick said. 

Martin Luther King"s 
can be tapped— for no 
apparent reason — by order of 
one of the highest officials of 


n 


/a ^ 6> yo - 

NOT RECORDED 

JUN 80 (968 


The Washingion Po; 
Times Herald 




I The Washington Daily News ^ 


u:.. 


“If 

df^enciesinome 
,y. wiretap .hng 
c-.4vc^droppir.g 
...d be a review 


lions are most revealing, and 
tacitly admit that listening de- 
vices must be installed by ille- 
entry and trespass. The FBI 
instructions follow: 

“Most microphone Installa- 
tions must be effected surrep- 
titious; y, making the Installa- 


Government — and a professed , lion of a microphone in an 


The Evening Star (Washington) 
The Sunday Star (Washington) _ 

Daily News (New York) 

Sunday News (New York) 

New York Post 


The New York Times 
The Sun (Baltimore) _ 
The Worker 





The New Leader 

The Wail Sire cl Joum^J 
The National Observer , 
People's World 


Date 
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1 ideal location virtually impos- 
j jSibic. TKis results ut jiucio* 

; 'phones frequently being 
‘placed some distance from the 
Uource of sound. If it is not 
[possible to place the dia- 
phrasm of the mlcrophono in 
close proximity to the area 
I that must be covered, an 
j acoustical impedance matchr 
;ing device should be installed 
• , , wires must be strung 
from the microphone to the 
amplifier to carry the minute 
electrical impulses . . . 

I I The FBI also lists in great 
detail the best places to hide 
microphones as follows; be- 
hind baseboards; behind pcw- 
,er outlets and electrical fix- 
jtures; ventilating and heating 
ducts (to be effective must be 
' concealed so that flow of air 
will not strike or affect micro- 
phone); behind r^disitars, 
avoid intense heat; adjacent to 
Service pipes; behind wall* 
(place microphone as near sur- 
face of wall inside room as se- 
curity and time permits); In 
heavy and seldom-moved fur- 
niture; in dummy telephones; 
in ornamental and large baso 
! lamps; in large and seldom- 
used books; in calendar pads; 
in picture frames; in doors, 

I locl:s» door knobs, etc.; in 
radio, television and intercom- 
1 munication sets- 
t “Existing facilities such ai 
’ telephones, public address sys- 
{ toms, intercommunication sta- 
; tions, and speakers In radio 
j and television sets may also be 
\ used to ‘ perform the micro- 
; phone function “ 

• io^_J^U-McCIur# 
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April 25, 1268 
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In rej;d7 to your letter, with enclosure, recelred on 
April 2Srd, information concerning the alleged communist affilia- 

ti<MkS of KCartin Lather King, whether substantiated or not, cannot 



be released because of a Department of Justice order regarding all 
matters of a confidential nature. I regret I am unable to be of help 
in this instance. 

Sincerely yours, 

T TDdrar Hoover 


» 

r 
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APR 2 5 1969 

pqmm-fbi 


NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. Enel 
addres sed, stamped envelope, which identifies her as 
being utilized in reply. 
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Hew Haven, Indiana 





United States Department of Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
’Washington 25> D.C, 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 


(NFOffMATinrj nr\f.:TA I.. 

Ufllt2Li|-g___gy 
C 6^7^ ' 


I would be very grateful if your department would send me a 
list of the sixty Comiminlst Front Organizations Martin Luther 
King belonged to or accepted support from. 



I have an opportunity to read them on a radio program and I 
want to be sure of my statements. 


i wroxe TO xne 
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the Louisiana Legislature and they sent me the pamphlet "Church 
) League of America" It gives detailed information on Xing But 


I am unable to name the sixty organizations from it. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT ALU.;;F0RMATI0W C0MAIN£D 

Memorandum I:,"™ unclassified 

Mr* Bishop \ DATE; 8/18/69 , . 




FROM 


SL’BJECT 



MARTIN LUTHER KING*S BIRTHDAY 


BACKGROUND: 




Trolier 
T*l». Bootr 



Gandy 


t>uf 


Today, March 18th, Congressman John M* Ashbrook (R-Ohio) 
who is a member of the House Committee on Internal Security advised 
Mr. DeLoach that 30 bill s have been introduced into Congress to declare a 
holiday on Martin Luther King's birthday, January 15th* Ashbrook further r <\- 
advised that a bill concerning this matter will soon be voted out of the Sub> 
committee on the Judiciary* In this connection he advised that Congressman ^ 
Charles E* Wiggins (R-Californla) and Byron G* Rogers (D-Colorado), ' ^ 

members of the Subcommittee, wRl be contacting the Bureau in the near N 

futureio request an "off the record" briefing concerning Ki^* ’they are in ^ 
j a position to keep any such bill from being reported out of committee— if, 
as stated by Congressman Ashbrook, they realize that King was a scoundrel* 

Byron G* Rogers 

Rogers was born in Texas in 1900* He was U*S. Attorney for the 
District of Colorado 1934-36, and thereafter was Attorney General of the State 
of Colorado. He was elected to the 82nd Congress in 1950 and has been re- 
elected to subsequent Congresses* 

The Bureau investigated Rogers in 1933 and 1934 in connection 
with his appointment as U.S. Attorney for the District of Colorado and the 
investigation was favorable. We have had cordial relations with him since he 
has been in Congress. 

pr r ^ I t ^ ^ . 

Charles £• Wiggins \ 

" I I . I !■ .1 -w -A 

Wiggins is from El Monte, California, and was elected to 
Congress in 1966* We have had cordial relations with him and he met the 
Director and had a picture taken on 6/26/68* On 12/9/68 Wiggins presented 
a plaque to the Director in behalf of Rqsemead, C altf e gn ia j -a n d h er wa s ^ ^ r - . 

cordially thanked* -- ~ 0 i 

REG-W * re APR 25 1969 

1 - Mr. DeLoach 1 - Mr. Rosen , if/ 

1 - Mr, Bishop > « 1 ~ Mr* Gale / / 

1 - Mr, Sullivan - Mr* Callahan iL Uy 
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Your letter was reeriyed on April 14th and I would 10ce 
to t hank you for the expression of oonfidenee* I was jdeased to lean 
you have read my book, "Masters of Deceit**' 


bi reply to yoor Inqulzy, information in our files most 
be maintained as confidential in accordance with regulations of the 
Depaitmeri of Jtustice. I am, howeyer, enclosing a portion of the 
"GSongressional Record" lor May 16, 1068, which may contain 
data to which you refer. You will note that no FBI personnel were 
responsible for this material being inserted in this publication. With 
regard to the alleged communist activities of Martin Xsither 
j itixether substantiated or not, they cannot be released for reasons 

cited above. I regret X cannot be of further help to you in this Instance. 



Enclosure 

NOTE: BufUes contain no 


Sincerely yoors, 

J. tOgMT Hoovv 



infonnation identifiable with correspondent. 
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Dear Mr. Hoover, 


I am not sure if you will be reading this or whether a 
secretary will read it, if the latter happens I would appreciate it if 
you would let Mr. Hoover read this. I have read your book, ’’Masters 
of Deceit,” and also a book by John Stormer, ’’The Death of a Nation," 
both books have brung me to the point where I want to know facts and 
not just what people think, which leads me into why I am writing. I 
read an article in the, "Butler County American," newspaper which 
reported that an F. B. I. agent had found information about Martin 
LutheMCing associating with the communist. He also said that this 
information was placed in the congressional record in May of 1968. 
Could you possible tell me if such information is true. Thank you 
Mr. Hoover for ;your time. 


definite follower. 
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April 10, 
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^our letter, with encloeare, coacernlng the activities of 
Martin Luther Ebig w as received on April 7th. While I certainly wish 
it were poesUde to be of assistance to yoa, Informatlai contained In 
our files must be maintained as confidential in accordance with regula* 

t t 

tions of the Department of Jastice. 1 regret I am unable to birnlsh ttie 



Bata you are seeking. 


Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hoover 





fiOTE: Bufiles contain no Information identifiable with correspondent. The 
enclosure is a pamphlet on communist subversion by the late Matt Cvetic, 
who has been well knowsto the Bureau. / 
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Dear Mr, Hoover, 



53901 


4-8-69 Sat, (4-5-69) 


Mr. Tolsoif^_l. 
Mr. Ih I 



Mr. Tmvei 
Mr. TtMUor*,. 


Tele. IUaoh) 

Mias Hjimes 

Misa Gandy 


Can you please explain to me why Richard Nixon, our 
president, and other political leaders are making such a great 
man out of Martin L. King Jr. when he was nothing but a 
communist or truly everything that our America doesn’t need — 
an agitator, rlot-lnciter, un-American, and a hypocrite among 
other things. 


I'm sick and tired of hearing what a great man he was and 
I’m sick of this blasphemy against God in our nation by honoring 
such a man as King Jr. 


Haven’t you told some of these politicians — especially 
Nixon — exactly what King- was & was doing and what he really 
stood for ? 

Why wcoi’t you make it public Mr. Hoover ? 

Are we so far gone down the road we’re afraid of what 
the truth will do to us ? 


God help us if this is the case! 
Please reply 


Sincerely 


towns? 



Why is it we fight communists in Asia and not in our homey/ 


J 


I write this in sincerity and in true concern. 
c ^ I’ll await your reply anxiously. 



I have facts, pictures and documented facts on King so I 
know what I’m talking about. 
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SOVIET SPIES IH-^ERICA! 

A COUNTERSPY'S VIEWS on Communist 

Sgbvtrwon^iT M#« 


Twenty yean ago this month my phone rang in the 
Pittsburgh office of the United States Employment Service, 
where my job was to interview applicants for work in the 
vital coal, electric and steel industries. 

While in the course of t busy day's work 1 receiv^ 
many phone calls, there was something different about this 
particular call It Came from a Special Agent of the Fcdcm 
Bureau of Investigation. That evening we met and talked, 
as a result of our discussions, 1 took a step w ic 
placed me right in the heart of the Communist conspiracy. 

\ became a Communist for the FBI 

When I became a trusted member of the Red conspiracy, 

I was permitted to attend secret meetings with Red spies 
from Russia and her satellite countries. This, of course, did 
not happen uptii the Communists were certain they could 
depend on me to betray my own country. These furtive meet- 
ings often consisted of 15 to 20 Reds, most of whom were 
schooled in Moscow or other spy -training ctmters. These 
scheming conspirators were busy infiltrating all scaions ol 
American activity — government agencies, ship^ng, com- 
munications, farm organizations, trade unions, educational 
institutions, church groups and so on. Communist concentra- 
tion areas included New York, Washington. Pittsburgh Chi- 
cago. Detroit, Hollywood, the West Coast, the Farm Belt and 

Americans are aware that the Kremlin has “P 
in the United States actual Commissions of Commisars, which 
in their methods of operation are comparable to those cur- 
ating in the Soviet Union These Red Commissions ot Bu- 
reaul are broken down as follows: Cletgical Commission (to 
irti i irrar^ rhiircK^ srad chufch firoups)* Trade Union, L^gal, 




• .V r • K: 




i 





Educational^ Governmental^ and so on Their function u^ithin 
present-day American society is much like that of termites, 
stealthil/ eating away the framework. 

During the nine years 1 posed as a Red, every Soviet 
Agent with whom I came in contact, in my supposed con- 
spiratorial Red mission, functioned from the Red embassies 
and consulates, and from the Gimmunist staffs of the United 
Nations. Others opefated in Communist Red Ooss and Rehef 
Missions travelling in this country, industrial and agricultural 
missions, student exchanges and scientific expeditions, Soviet 
dance groups; in fact, in every legal channel which we, under 
the guise of "good diplomacy" foolishly opened to these 
murderous conspirators. 

in addition, today literally thousands of additional notor- 
ious Soviet Agents and secret American Reds are functioning 
in what arc commonly called Communist Front Organiza- 
tions. These Commie organizations usually have an assort- 
ment of non -Communists fronting for them, to give them the 
respectable base they hj desperately need Whatever excuse 
those who front for these Red conspiratorial groups may give, 
it stands as a marrer of record that they are aiding and abet- 
ting a conspiracy whose sole aim is to destroy our nation, 
fake away our freedom, murder millions of our citizens, and 
put the rest into total slavery. ACCORDING TO OUR 


AMERICAN CONSTITUTION. THIS IS TREASON! 

Khrushchev and his co-conspiring American Reds know 
one thing well. Would that some Americans understood it 
only half as well. That is, without the diplomatic immunity 
which the Reds enjoy in this country; without the respect- 
ability handed them by witting and unwitting American 
dupes who front for them; without the pseudo- legality with 
which the Reds are endowed by some of our jurists and law- 
yers, the Red attempt to overthrow the Umted States would 
Wither and die. 
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The work of ihc C.- r nuiiis- : > 

made doubly easy througl' several h i 

One, — lack of adequate IcgisbvU.. ivt 

agents, their aiders and abettors. Pnliticaily op^ . 
spineless congressmen have failed to provide our - 
this protective legislation. 

Two, — because of the immunity the Reds enjc 
result of the diplomatic recognition we so foolishly exft, 
to them in 1933. 

Three, — due to the greed of some American business 
men, bankers, and industrialists, who would do anything for 
gold, including "selling our own nation down rhe river '. Ir 
is beyond their comprehension that by trading with the Reds, 
jrhey arc greedily sowing the seeds of their own desf ruction. 

Four, — because of the general apathy and complacency 
of the average American, an apathy which is fed behind 
the scenes by secret Red agents, self-seeking phony liberals, 
and an assortmenr of nimblewjrs and do-gooders who play 
right into the hands of the Reds. 

Whar can we Americans do to crush this Red plot to 
destroy us/ 

My conclusions, drawn after nine years of work within 
the framework of rlie Communist conspiracy, and twenty years 
of deep study in the Reds conspiratorial methods and tech- 
niques are: 

1. Americans must demand that the incoming President 
and Congress adopt a firm, unwavering, and uncompromising 
stand against international Communism, that the Execu ive, 
Legislative and Judicial branches of our government deal \'h 
Communism as a conspiracy against our nation, our p o le, 
and our Constitution 

2 We need adequate laws SOW', nm when it s ti- 
which would punish conspiracy, sedition, and f reason ■ 
peacetime — as well as in time of war 

3. D<K)rs now' open to Red spies and conspirator . 
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be closed b)' the severance of diplomatic relations with Soviet 
Russia and her satellites Communist countries should be 
tossed out of the United Nations. 

4. We must support wholeheartedly our FBI, the Senate 
Committee on Internal Securir>\ the House Committee on 
un-American Activities, and all government agencies which 
help combat the Reds These vital agencies must be streng- 
thened, and their scope of activities expanded. 

3. Reds, Red Fronters and Communist sympathizers must 
be expelled from our churches, schools, trade unions, farm 
organizations, wherever they may be found — and the sooner 
the better. Anyone who aids, abets, and or defends Com- 
munism Of Communists is betraying every- single one of us. 

6 We must begin the fight against ^mmunism in our 
♦ homes, schools and churches must acquaint ourselves, 

our children and our neighbors with the true menace of 
Communism We must let truth be our guiding light, and as 
our Lord so aptly said; “KNOW THE TRUTH, AND THE 
TRUTH SHAU SET YOU FREE. ^ 


-Chrlitian Crusade Magaslne, Tulsa j Okla« 


Don't M All troct 6m. Poii H and tmn6 for moro. All 
trocti froo «i Ao Lord providoi Ao mooni. 

GOSPEL TRACT SOCIETY 

2302 iloo tidgo ilvd. 

Konioi CHy 29, Miuovri 















April 14, 1999 



• 



I received your letter, with enclosure, on April 10th 
end want to thank you for jrour kind remarks. 

♦ 

In reply to your inquiries, Information concerning the 
alleged communist affiliations of Martin Luther King, irtiether sub« 
stantiated or not, cannot be released because of a Department of Justice 
order regarding all matters of a confidential nature. I regret I am 
unable to be of help in this instance. 





Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgfi'Ho^^ 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
nATF a • 1 RY S' P<4iO-^i*L 


f 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. The enclosure is 
a postcard advertising a talk to be made by Mrs. Julia Brown at San Jose 

and Oakland, California. It shows a picture identified as Martin Luther ‘ 

King and others attending the Highlander Folk School" (for communist 
training), " Monteagle, Tennessee, during 1957. 
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t>anta Barbara, California 

kr» J . ii^dgar Hoover 
i^lrector or tHe jj . h. 1. 
laaHlngton jj. 

i>ear Mx*. Hoover: 

iHe r|a€^nt puollciry given to nonorlng tbe Slack Marta 
Lutber IL lag oringa up tbe alleged communiat activity 
“may nave participated In aa ahown on iHe encloaed card* 

Please advise ae wnetner or not tnese accuiatlons are 
true . 

mil you please accept my neartrelt tnanka for tne mag- 
nlflcent* service you are giving our country? 

81ncex>ely , 


^Prll 5» 19o9 




ftt>- /066 76'2^^^ 





On thn n 9 ht ii MRS. JULIA BROWN. « Nt 9 ro. and formar F.B.I. Undarcovtr 
Optratitft for ovor 9 yaari in commynitt '‘civil riqhft'* ociivitlos, Sho folU about 
har aipariancai, r#vaalin 9 tha RED DECEPTION bahind tha praiani fomantation 
of civil tyrmoil in Amarica. Haar Kar at Civic Auditorium in San Jo»a, Monday 
Au 9 - 2T, or at Laamin 9 ton Hotal in Oakland on Thursday Au 9 . 26 . BOTH I P.M. 
Admissions at Door’ |I.S0 Adult; |.S0 with Studanf 1.0. If you miss har parsonal 
appaarancat, talk available on tapa. For complata documantation sand l(K* for 
'VIOLENCE or REASON?*' Addrass: AMERICANS FOR CIVIL HARMONY 
Bov 6161 ' San Jose Calif. 95 1 SO 
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Martin Luther King at | 

a Training School for Communists ( 


Uaa othar sida tor documantatton) 
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THt aroifP pictttf# cH> ♦!** iid« wjt 

Hi^HUndvr Folk School (fof commu«itf troi«i«9) 
Mo<ito«olt. T*f*i»o«t«, dvMR^ m Lobor D«r of 

IfS?, Thii ichool w#» U«or obolUkod by sn <cf of th# 
U^hUtoro of fho St«f« of T«nnoiiot> AHontivt pupifi 
idoofifiod by tho nombon: 

I. MAITIN LuTHII KIMft Jf. .*J, •‘J? 

Sowtborn CbHilUn LoodOriHip CooUrtfico (SCLC). (ldZ| 
1. AlNiR W. •WHy, of Hi# CtfttrftI Commiffo# of fbo 
Commvoitt forty, 

1 AUlAfY WIUIAMS, fr#ildoiH of tho Sootkoro Coo- 
ftr«oc# Ed«c«tiO« Fond (SCEFI. Commuoitt fronl. 

4. MYLIS HOITON, Dirtcfor of H*o Miohloodor Folk 
School, oidod by lop commtinitf Don Wtit. fJI 

III "I f#rth#r fw#or Ond otHtt thot OOO iovorood 

Martin Loth#f Kino w#i otwoyt t#| forth ai th# indl- 
Yldtfof to whom tommoniiti fthowld look and rally 


POST CARD 


¥lOIMT fO wmmi » 

around in tha Communitt ftruool* ^ 'octal 

— Sworn aM>da«it by FH und#rco»ar 
agont Karl Pruisioo Sapt M. Ifil. 

12) ’ Th# CommlHt# findt that SCLC and SNCC art lob- 
ftantialty undar control of tha Commantif Part? 
throvoh tha influanca of tha Soatharn Contaranca Ed- 
acation Fund fSCEF) and tha Cornmnnitti who man- 

*A%¥ltla» of SCEF, Inc. in LouitUna”, report of 
Joint Ltdisiativa Committaa on Un-Amancan Acti^l- 
tia». Stata of louiiiana. April IJ. IW4. p. 12*. 

Ill ’Tartlmony of Paul Crouch ' U S. MCUA taport May 
*. IY4Y, pp. Ifl-IY3. Crouch wai top cammuniat party 
official in tha South. 

Halp carry thh vital maifad*. 100 cardi poatpaid It 04. 
Amaricana for Civil Harmony, Ooi *1*1, San Joaa, Cal. tSfSO 
Quantity Prtena on Pequeit 
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ELUOTT HAGAN 


K\ THE HOVSE OF REPnESEKTATlVEtt 
Moy:dai,. June 26, 1969 

M: K.\GAN. Mr. Speaker. I want to 
caV* to tl'.o ai.oiuion of my coIleas:ucs an 
ai Ucic that appeared In tlie WayncsUoix>» 
Ga., newspaper, the True Citizen, on 
June 11 rci;arding a ladi' who celebrated 
her 9? Ill birthday. Mra, Mary Savannah 
Barret: Cohen. 

A);houi!h there U no doubt U)at hav- 
ing reached one * 99:h year would be rea- 
5on enou-h lo be tlie subject of much 
though; and pro5e. in my case 1 feel cs- 
p^^vially foriunaie to have a grand lady 
01 thh5 caliber residing In the First Dis- 
trict o: Gtx>r^:a. Mrs. Cohen's senior 
years seem to erdtance her charms, her 
keen ini ere?: in tilings happening around 
her. a:.d her delight in lefiecting back 
over her years from childhood to adult- 
hood and rementbonng the vast changes 
in her hometowns of Waynesboro and 
Augusta. 

I am Indeed proud to be able to call 
Mrs, Cohen a neighbor and constituent, 
and I certainly hope that she W'iil enjoy 
her 99 ih year in the same spirit and with 
the same zest for living as she has ex- 
hibited In all the wonderful years past. 

The article follo'a's : 

Haa aiTMoaras Sfak a CorruaT 
(By Joyce Odom) 

Co2^.cj; WiiA 99 >c«»Xb 

old week- 

Thc.t In Itself li* a remarkable thing, but 
Vlrs. Cohen re-^cis three newspapers every day, 
can remember the ages of her great-grand- 
children and %tucs leiicrs in a graceful, flow- 
ing band. 

Bright blue eyes sparkle when she talks 
about her memories which span a century. 
Sho‘s confined to a wheelchair now at Keys- 
TiiiC Nursing Home, and for the flrst tihie in 
her. life is a bit less than completely inde- 
pendent. 

She was born In Augusta June 2. 1870. and 
spent her early years In Waynesboro in a 
house where a service station is now on the 
ton'll ’• main street. Liberty. 

She remembers that during her childhood 
her father. Jim Barrett, and an uncle bought 
old broken down paper mill In Bath, 
S.C.. that you had to get to uphill through 
sand beds.** Mrs. Cohen said the mill flrst 
made paper from rags which came baled up 
and in all colors. Workers had to pick out the 
White ones to use for paper. Then *^a man 
from Massachusetts*' came and taught the 
Barretts to make paper •from wood. "Papa took 
us doam to the mill ami we watched them 
grind up the wood: it looked like mmh.'* 

*T kr.ow they sold the paper made from 
wood to some newspapers to print on. but 
they must not have got much for it because 
the mil! went broke.** she laughed. 

.The family also had a plantation here 
where they planted indigo. She remembera 
&n overseer named BodgM who bad a peg 

Itg 

The family moved to Augusta when **Van- 
nah,*‘ as she was always called, was seven and 
lived in a House on Carnes Road, now l&tb 
Street. Her father was **1 b the cotton busi- 
cess,*’ She lived there until she married 
Hussell Cohen, the ton of John J. Cohen of 
Augusta. Ber children were bom and. went 
thro LI, 'jh elementary school in Augusta (a 
ion. KusscU. 75. who lives in Waynesboro, 
and a daughter who died 85 yoars ago) , 


jj^^tensiotts of 'Remarks. 

-B.Y. Tenn., while ^ functions 

Mrs. cTHKiU EUli a ttended Vandcr- Communist 1 

biu and became a football star theTO, After •* 

the children were grown. Mr, and Mia, Cohen Sf_ _ 
moved back to AugusU., and Anally back to . 

Waynesboro. The Closc t 

3dr. Cohen died 20 years ago, and since that latter-day S\ 
time until juet a few mouths ago, Mrs, Cohen Dianne Bevel, 
has lived alone, driven her own car, oookccl Booth, John ] 
her meals and kept house. **l'm not sick or Brown Jerry 
anything now. X just can't walk,” she said. k/fiehftpl ^ 

She fell and broke her leg recently. . 

Mrs, Cohen remembers Waynesboro when i 

the downtown area consisted of one block of perverts Baj 
stores, the streets and sidewalks were un- Abernathy is 
paved and "every grocery store sold liquor,** frantic delent 
*'Young girls were not allowed to go to These facti 
town on Baturday night,** she said. Most of tO the Amerl 
the Stores were lust shanties, the said, with «q gVt?ay 

the excepUon Of those owned by the Pulchert Instead f^ 
and the Grays. K^cf 

In answer to the inevitable question asked aejexw 

the very old. Mm, Cohen said, in her honest, launched 

straightforward way. don't know why <.£BLJn genen 
2*ve lived so long: my family members usu- in particular, 
ally don*t. but I did have an aunt who lived 
until she was 90," IffcUme of dr 

She sees well and reads everything she can , needs nO defc 
get her hands on including the Atlanta sad a*. ^nA rhA < 
new.pap«. »nd Th. Tru. ^ nAtUcSoH 

Mrs. Cohen's mother. Sophie Settagast, privacy o: 
came from Germany and took her children ducting the i 
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when '^Vannah*' 


WS£ ni¥!A far a 


months visit. "Mama wanted us to learn to 
speak German, but we used to tell her. *No- 
hioilY talks like that*,** 

Mary Bavoimah Barrett Cohen has a fond 
memory of Augusta which she eaepclolly 
likes to tell abou;: She remembers riding 
horseback to a dr^ store on Broad Street, 
in the now-trafhc-jaznmed metropolis. 
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HON. JOHN R. RARICK 


or LomsuNA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPXtESENTATXVBS 
Monday, June 26, 296$ 

Mr. RARICK, Mr. Speaker, for the 
fourth time in 14 days 1 rise to on 
the administration to make public in- 
formation in its possession conceming 
the illegal, immoral, and subversive ac- 
tivities of the late Martin Luther King. 

This information is known to exist. 
Some of it has already been destroyed. 

Unless prompt action is taken, 1 have 
reason to believe that more will be de- 
stroyed or concealed. 

Tlie appropriate committees of the 
Congress should be given immediate ac- 
cess to what is left of these files before 
the whitewash is complete. 

King's apologists no longer bother to 
deny his Involvement — ^his close, con- 
tinued cooperation — ^with well-known 
leaders of the Communist conspiracy, 
both here and abroad. 

The American people have learned, a 
little at a time, of his close association 
with such identified subversives as Abner 
W. Berry, Myles Horton. James Dom- 
browskl, Bayard Hustin, Jack H. O'Dell. 
Carl and Anne Braden, Herbert Apthe- 
ker. Bllzabetb Gurley Flynn, Gus 
Dorothy Ray Heoly, Mike Zagarell, John 
Abt. Daniel Kubln, and Arnold Johnson, 


all functionaries and olflcials of the 
Communist party and all close **ad- 
visors.** "aides.” and "assistants'* of 

King. 

The close tics between King and such 
latter-day subversives as James and 
Dianne Bevel, Stokcley Carmichael. Paul 
Booth, John Hulett, James Forman, Rap 
Brown. Jerry Rubin, Fred Shu tiles worth, 
and Michael Wood are no longer denied. 
Being's close association with knoam sex 
perverts Bayard Hustin and Ralph 
Abernathy is not even denied by his 
frantic defenders. 

These facts are now too well knoam 
to the American people. The truth will 
not go away. 

Instead, following the adage that the 
best defense Is a good offense, the left 
has launched a vitriolic attack on the 
PRl In general and on 'Rdr^Ar. Hoover 
in particular. 

Mr . Hooveri s monumental record of a 
Iffeiime of devoted service to his country 
' needs no defense. History will recall him 
as one of the great Americans of all time. 
His meticulous care in the protection of 
the privacy of the individual while con- 
ducting the Investigations vital to the 
security of the community has charted 
a course which is an invaluable addition 
to our way of life. 

Americans, armed with the facts, have 
no trouble deciding the question of cred- 
ibility between this man and his de- 
tractors. The latest coyote to the 
yapping is Carl T. Rowan, whose column 
published in the Washington Star yes- 
terday. 1 insert it at this point in my 
remarks: 

It Is Txm i: FQa.JJpcjga BoOVBi XS^QSim 
(By Carl T. Bowan) 

A sdeiety is never in more peril then when 
the people 2o«e the ability to iflentily a genu- 
ine threat to personal liberty. 

This society is In a lot of peril if we may 
judge from the public reaction— or lock of 
It-^to oourtnxMn admissions of a variety of 
illegal FBI wiretap# and bugging# of homes 
and hotel zooms. 

A Justice department ofllclal acknowledged 
in Federal District Court that X>r. Martin 
Luther King was under electronic surveil- 
lance in 1964 and 1965. and the FBI agent 
who supervised this survelllano# told the 
court **U was my understanding that it went 
on after that.** 

Th9 whole truth I# that Dr. King’# jAones 
were tapped, his hotel rooms bugged, and he 
was personally shadowed right up to th# um# 
he was slain in Memphis on April 4, 1966. 

Another FBI agent, C. Dairy PickeU. told 
the court in Houston, Texas, that for foui^ 
•olid ye.irs he hod listened eight hours a day. 
five days a week to the conversations of 
Elijah Muhammad, loader of the Black Mus- 
lims. Pickett employed both a telephone wire- 
tap and a microphone planted in Muham- 
mad's home. 

These cases of electronic eavesdropping, 
which violate both federal law and a presi- 
dential executive order, were dUeVosod* In a 
hearing on former heavyweight boxing cham- 
pion Cassius Clay's effort to overturn a flve- 
year prison sentence for Xu# refusal to b# 
drsf^ted. 

These buggings, which oaught some Clay 
oonvenatlons in their ''net.*' are but a frac- 
tion Of the illegal wiretap# that hav# moved 
this country far closer to a polio# stat# than 
most Americans reoliae. 

Why the blond, induforent reactioo on the 
part of most Americana? 


{ 
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Kirt-t. U.rri' i*v genern: nil Jxixllflcatlon 
for i.u’iu's. 

F'om'.f'r Alioriioy G on era I K.xmscy CLvrk. 
wl'.o rrsip'aauoaKy thai tlic F13I liad no 

flx::hori:y to \v:rc or bup Dr. Kmp, n£f>crLs 
ti.Ai ”tl;c inxplic;.:ion tlint people Utoupbt 
Pr Kiiij w.ii. a securiry tlxrcat la oxilr.ipcous.” 

s:x:i, tlia; term aCv ximy" b» more 

r^nxera*.: tli.vit “moMirrlifVxi.*' for It evoke# 
Ic.'.r, and jr.ei; #1111 Mirreudcr marc thlnpx> — 
ineliuttu.c iu>ervy— out of fc;tr than tliey do 
out of iovtv 

Tl-.e pur/liiUT Hxlnp about Cl;vrk’» atate- 
n\r;u l*- iha: he aoi* na thouph bo la aur- 
piisisi t ^ he.vr or iixe '\\'!rru'pp;n*T and buft- 
j !’.! i t : K:ny t'.'u’il Clark poiisliUy have 
b« . I \,i: .w .i.' tl:..'. I‘'dl oiliei.tla were RtdUTt 
be: » . .M, <n ; ;»’U il i .»iMumtee» nnJ partly 

li :ar ’er a;>p:oprlatunis by llllllaUng 
a. i‘.L Ai\d fecdiuic itntUKtng 

to S^xulu'rners who despised the 
c.\'.: r; -■•.ta le.ide; — all by W’ay of revealing 
,>■' p.rkod up through the wiretap* and 

Clark unaware that certain PBI 
c:h.'». Iji w ere rvxxnving the country leaking to 

r. .' .. .ri'r i?di:ors poisonous stories about Dr. 

K::i2 •'•ho what the bugglngs Allegedly had 
rcvca.iNl'' 

Everybody else In Washington of any con- 
sequence knew It. and many deplored It. but 
no one se err. eel to know how to go about 
making the FBI bend to the laws of the land. 

There Is a not-too-fUppant assumption In 
Washington that J. Edgar Hoover has been 
FBI director for 45 years because all the re- 
cent Presidents have assumed that he knew 
too much about them to be replaced. So not 
only was he not replaced by any of the 
younger, very able FBI men In the normal 
course of things, but Presidents Johnson and 
Kixoa have felt It wise or expedient to waive 
a law sunng Hoover has reached the rocking- 
chair nz' 

Hoo\ rr ought to )>c replaced as FBI di- 
rertor — immediately. 

As W:i.i:;ington agency heads go. Hoover 
m.i.y have done a better job than moat. But 
the people of this country knew something 
when they limlied the time one man might 
serve in the presidency. The saw personal 
heidc.ms as inimical to the democracy, the 
personal freedom, that we have come to 
cher.sh • 

If It is dangerous to have one man serve 
three full terms as President, it is far more 
d-hger ous to have one man take lifetime 
possession of a powerful police -Investigative 
agency that prods into the deepest secrets of 
the most prominent, most honored citizens 
and has the power to discredit, even destroy, 
almosi anyone. The kind of abuse of and oon- 
tempt for the law manifest in the Xing and 
Muhammad eavesdropping become almost 
inevitable when a man is left in a key job 
as long as Hoover has been. 

Were Hoover a more thoughtful man. or as 
ccr.rerr.td about the preservation of democ- 
T^cy Slid liberty os his speeches suggest, he 
wou.*.: :*a\e resigned long ago. He would not 
kxp ...Uiiig Presidents in the political bind 
o.' di > idir.g to keep him or ease him out. 

I: i.. clear Hoover has no IntexiUon of re- 

s. crung So when docs the President muster 
the courage to say: *'WcZI done, thou good 
and faithful servant. Goodbye.*'? 

Mr. Speaker, this column sheds little 
light cn King, except to suggest that 
which cannot be denied — much is known 
about his unsavory character and con- 
duel. Rowan’s intemperate attack on 
security surveillance and his personal 
attack on J. Hoover shed a great 

deal of ligHron Uic- author and the cloud- 
ing operation, however. Over the past 30 
years the Communist Party had con- 
ducted the same attack Rowan has para- 
phrased without apology the party line. 
For comparison with his atta^ today, X 


Uiscrt at this jx>int in my remarks a sum- 
mary of this Communist Forty line, ac- 
cording to Its ofTicIal organs, prepared 
and released by a committee of this 
Hou.se nearly 20 years ago : 

RiroiiT ON TiJi: National I,a vnrws Guxla: 

Hkcal Bulwazuc. or riix CosfMONiST Pasty 
(P repared and relea.^>cd by the Committee on 

Un-Amrrlcan ActlvUlcn. UJS. House of Rep- 

rrsemnuves. Woshmeton. D.C.. September 

17. IP50) 

6. FrnruAi. nitaF/xir nr Invfstic^tio^ 

r lli'e Y^Ttlrml iuircau of Investi- 
ftalloii beciut.-c of "vlrloiir; rviraiilLs upon civil 
11 her Lie:;" Eilltorl.'xl, Wurkrr, Murch 13, 

HMO. p C). 

All ririiclc in the Dally Worker Indicated 
that the FDl had gone beyond the scope of 
Its authority In conducting general Intelli- 
gence Investigations. Reference vms made to 
the Increase in the FBI's appropriation over 
a period of years, and it was alleged that be- 
cause of its Director's "absorbing Interest in 
Investigating alleged subversive activities’’ 
the FBI was falling behind In Its regular job 
of dealing with other tj'pes of specific Federal 
violations {Daily "Worker, March 25. 1&40>. 

The Nazi Gestapo Is Hoover's Model of Con- 
duct for FBI {Daily Worker, December 12. 
1940. p. 5. columns 5. 6 , and 7) . 

Federal Bureau of Investigation Director 
J, Edgar Hoover was referred to as "Chief of 
the national thought police • • •** (Edi- 
torial, Political Affairs, January 1948. p. 10). 

It seem that the FBI • • • la worried that 
the American people may get wdse to Its real 
function — ^which is thought control on the 
Oestnpo and Japanese police model (Edi- 
torial, The Worker, June 6, 1948, p. 6) . 

The FBI and the Department of Justice 
have developed into a secret political police 
which exists outside the law and beyond the 
VS. Co'.'stttvtion • • • An aroused nation 
must stop the F7BI effort to replace the Ameri- 
can Constitution by the reign of the political 
spy (Editorial. Doily Worker, June 13. 1949, 
P-7). 

Continuation of • • • protests can turn 
the rumors about J. Edgar Hoover's resigna- 
tion Into actual and heartening fact (Edi- 
torial. Daily People's World, June 18, 1949, 

p. 6) . 

The FBI's '^undercover network*' la a men- 
ace to the internal security of the nation 
• • • The American people must rid the na- 
tion of this "undercover network,** which 
serves not the nation but a class, the minority 
of the financial-industrial cliques, llie Bill 
of Rights and the FBI's "undercover net- 
work" are incompatable. One or the other 
must go. We have no doubt which the people 
will chooee (Editorial. Doily Worker, June 31« 
1949. p. 8). 

Burely the American people must eee the 
FBI with new eyes today. The time has oome 
to investigate lu methods, its scandal- 
mongerlng lists, its blackmailing data. Its 
misuse of public funds, its usurpation of 
power, its tentacles gripping all parts of our 
country and Its people {Daily Worker, p. 10, 
June 20. 1949, written by Elizabeth Ourlcy 
Flynn). 

Mr. Speaker, to make an intelligent 
judgment u to the credibility of two 
men whose testimony conflicts, it Is 
necessary to know something of each of 
the men and of their motivation. 

Athough J^Edgar.Hooy^, who called 
Martin Luther“King '*one of the most 
notorious liars in the country** la, well 
known to our colleagues, and his accom- 
plishments are known and respected 
throughout the world, it is otherwise 
with Carl T. Rowan who attacks him. 

At this point in my remarks, I insert 
from the recently published Biographical 
Dictionary of the Left, by eminent his- 


torian Dr. FranciL X. Gannon, the most 
recent biographical sketch of Rowan: 

Biocsapiiical Dictionaxt or thz Lzrr 
(Dj Francis X. Cannon) 

Carl Rowan wat bom cm August 1 1 . 1025 *n 
RavcnscroU. Tcnnc^~.©c. son of Johnnie Brad- 
ford and Thomru; Itowan. He married Vlvltr. 
Murphy. Ko attend cd. Tcnne-z/:e filate Ur.i- 
vornlty and Wa.'-.hburn College. He It an 
alumnus of Obr.-lln C'JIrge (A.B., 1947 j and 
the UnlvcrMiy of Mimctoia IMA., 1948). He 
is the author of South of Freedom (1953). 
The Pitiful and thr i*roud (105C|, Co South 
to Sorrfne (1057>. Wail till Year (19C0>, 
ant 1 No Nrr d for IIunp'‘r (S'fCz, 

From 1940 m*Lll 19C1. w... with t';,o 

rrlbMur tut a coT*ywnLef (194b- 
1950) and AJi a filaff writer ( K«5C>'ll«cl ). 

From 19C1 until 10C3. Rowan was a deputy 
assistant secretary of state for public affairs. 
In that position, he was uoed as a speech 
writer and traveling ccznpar*:cr. for Vice 
President Lyndon B. Johnson. Hie znajo- 
achievement for the State Depanment, how- 
ever, was to serve as the Kennedy Adminis- 
tration's emcient hatchetmar. against Mo.se 
Tshombe of the Congo’s Katanga Province. 
When Tshombe's anti -Comm uniat regime 
seceded from the rest of the chaotic Congo, 
Roaran branded Tshombe as an "interna- 
tional Uncle Tom" who was nothing more 
than a hand-picked atooge for Belgian 
huiiaessmeii. 

In 1963 and 1964. Rowan was US. Am- 
bassador to Finland. In 1964 and 1965, be was 
Edward H. Murrowi successor as director 
of the United States Infonnadon Agency. 
While in that position, he travelled to Eu- 
rope, promoting Lyndon Johnson's *‘br.dgc 
building** between the United States and the 
Communist bloc of eastern Europe. He wen: 
out of his way to assure Communist leaders 
that the United States government hsd 
placed lu permanent seal of approval on 
Europe's Communist regimes. To an au- 
dience in Belgrade. Yugoslavia, Rowan said 
that Americans were acutely aware of revolu- 
tionary changes sweeping the world. He elab- 
orated: **We emphasize that we believe in 
change because we were bom of it. we have 
lived by It. we prospered and gmv great by 
it. So the status quo has never been our god 
and we ask no one else to bow down before 
it." 

In 1965. Rowan resigned his directorship 
and became a columnist for the Chiespo 
Doily Neios and Publishers Newspsper Syndi- 
cate. He is also a regular contributor to 
Reader's Diyesf magazine and a radio and 
television commentator for the WesUnghouse 
Broadcasting System. 

Throughout his several careers. Rowan has 
demonstrated that he is a liberal and hu 
been recognized as such by his peers. He has 
received the Sidney Hillman award for news 
reporting, the Contributions to American 
Democracy award from Roosevelt University, 
the Golden Ruler award from the Philadel- 
phia, PcUowship Commission, the* Liberty 
Bell award from Howard University, the Com- 
munications Award in Human Relations from 
the Anti -Defamation League, and the Ns- 
tional Brotherhood award from the National 
Conference of Christians and Jews. These 
tributes are almost Invariably reserved for 
thoae who are actively promoting leftist- 
liberal causes. 

When the Kennedy Dynasty discovered the 
value of Negroes' votes and began to place 
Negroes in high government positions. Ro- 
wan was one of the show pieces. In 19C3. 
an application for membership to the famous 
Cosmos Club Of Washington. D.C.'Was sub- 
mitted on behalf of Rowan. The application 
was rejected. Within a few days, leading fig- 
ures in the Kennedy Administration— many 
of them longtime members of the Cosmos 
Club— suddenly became color oonscious and 
resigned their membership. 
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A'.oK .:;.u r cxcraiivc ertilor of the 

No -t' rurhrd to tJie dc* 

C^ vix'.o.'^ Club oA\crrs: *'I say this 
p: /. w % : rd pol i 1 1 CiU efT or t in w Ulch 
K. arc tr\ jn^ U> make Kejro 

c \;>t: f as a sort of Freedom 

a.L* Nation A*. CapUal on the cluh 

I have bcfu R nicmhcr of the fine old 
C'v'js.Vix^^ C.nb lor more than 20 yeaxi and I 
Lv:,l‘\c I cAii spcAk With some slight knowU 
cdste of how it, opera ics. 

"I sny that there are people who think 
Carl Rowan ;s a humpuous, self* enamored 
and •..itcloAi :tV*ow, 

• .\::a thr.i e^nmato completely dtacounu 
fl'.a color of h:i sltin Ke could ho plaUnmn 
h,o;.d and ;),o pcv^ic I cm thinkUi,; about 
wot.l^ st.h :;im thumbs down on him. 

"Z,..:.; men have been blAokballcd in ap« 
pho- :.c:: for members::. p by the Cosmos Club 
con.u'..;-oe. as they have m most prU'ate 


moil. Because I arrree vlth Mr. Udall's 
perception of this value revolution and 
the need for channclinK tliis concern In 
a conslrucUvc vay. I insert Mr. UdalVs 
remarks at this point in the FUcord: 
[From the New York Timfti:, June *?, 10601 
The Value IlEvoLimON 
<Dy &u:wsurt L.. Udxd)) 

There Is a doc]>cnlng awareness that today's 
domestic turbuteticc U in reality a funda^ 
mental questioning of the value ■yatem at 
American society. 

Tiie protest of the blacks against the per* 
sonal alTronts and indignities of dally life is 
al&o a more goncral protest against the false 
and frcQucnUy inhuman values of our total 
social system. The widespread student an* 
tagonism toward the standards of “the cs* 
tablishment“ represents an even broader 
disagreement with conventional values. 


club*. 

■ H:e orJy or.e 1 have ever heard of who 
ever ni.’dc & publ.c issue of u is this same 
C-irl Ka'Ac-n. who is giving every indication 
of bv'CNr.«,ng a profession.'.: racist “ 

5?ow:.n has the normal prejudices of a 
moaerr. hzrr. l. He detests political conserva- 
tives a:ih r.::;i-Crh'.mi:rhs: investigations. He 
is j admirer of the United Nations 

u:.d Ke.1 hoi:.-.r:h 5 v He fancies himself an 
expL'r: on foreign aiijiirs but In reality he Is 
no rv.cre than a parroumg apologist for the 
a ppe.iiie.nipnt* toward -Communism policy that 
haf prevailed for so long in the White House 
and the State Department 

In :9c6. Rowan was convinced, or a: least 
lei his readers think he was convinced, that 
the Soviet Union's leaders were trying very 
hard ba effect a peaceful settlement of the 
Vietn.-im War. 

ROW.', a hoa long championed the idea that 
the Ur ..ci should make frlendJy 

ovt-nurLi to Red China — sotncihlng which 
would have bean done a long time ago. he 
contends. If only the "purges and inquisi- 
tions cf the late Sen. Joseph McCarthy*' bad 
nc; had a s:;r.4ng erect on public debate of 
Us. po'.hy uw.ird Red CDlna. (When and 
where ir..s allc.ted stiHing took place, Rowan 
has r.c\ cf mciuioned.) 

One cunous facet of Rowan's work remains 
unexplained. On radio and television anil in 
his wrUir.ns, he is a persistent and dedicated 
defcndcf of Uic Corural Inteincenco Agency — 
so much so tn&t it is not unrcasonablo to ^ 
suspect that he is or b.ts been a CIA agent. 


THE VALUE REVOLUTION 


HON. DONALD W. RIECLE, JR. 

or MICIIICAK 

IK THR HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES 

A/ojidcp, June IC, 20CD 

Mr. rilKCiLK, Mr. Speaker, one of the 
most Important tasks faclnr: both the in- 
ch viuuiil citizen and all icvcU of govern- 
ment is coming to grips with the prob- 
lem of student unrest and campus disor- 
der. We must go far beyond merely re- 
acting to the outward marilfestation of 
this problem, that Is, with restoring order 
to a riot situation and punishing those 
who destroy property. It Is more im- 
portant that we understand the funda- 
mental questions these students are ask- 
ing about o'jx value system and the di- 
rection In which our country Is heading. 

I have recently read an article by 
Ste-^art Udall. former Secretary of the 
Interior, which I think really gets to the 
hcan of the transition we are in and to 
the underlying Issues of the campus tur- 


SOCIAL aCKEWAL 

I believe this pervasive aod pointed ques- 
tioning of values may bring about a shift in 
those ideas and attitudes that ultimately 
aluipe the nation. In fact, we may already 
be engaged In the most vital sorting out of 
values since 1776. Even our search for the 
roots of failure at tlie time ox the Depression 
was more a quesUonlng of the workability 
of the economic system than a radical aearch 
for the elements of thorough -going social 
renewal. 

Our contemporary turmoil concerns hu- 
man relationships : between the privileged 
and the impoverished, between black and 
white, between parents and children. 

If we honestly believe, as I do, that the 
present young generation is not only the 
best educated, but also the most aware and 
ide.alistic In our history, we must be re- 
sponsive to its causes and complaints. The 
anger of tne young blacls against the built- 
in inequalities and hypocrisies of “the sys- 
tem' legitimately challenges the moral basis 
of the old order. 

If a large proportion of the superior uni- 
versity graduates turn their backs on cor- 
porate careerism, if many of our most crea- 
tive minds are ttomed off by conventional 
opportunities, we should question the In- 
oci^tivcs and concepts that make the system 
For tUcro ts no doubt that the Ocslre to 
merely affluent is yielding to the impulse 
live in an environment that is llfc-^ving 
and creative. 

If most of our cities and countrysides are 
increasingly unclean and ugly we should be- 
gin to reconsider the policies that have made 
them a disordered mess, if technology Is to 
continue Ita thrust, then it must be in- 
fluenced by social considerations and aapltu- 
lions — In short, technology must be elvlUscd. 

The thing that appalls the new genera- 
tion the most, 1 believe. Is the waste endemic 
in American life: the waste cf young tal- 
ent; the waste of the contributions the un- 
meltcd niInorUJcr» could mAKo If wo gave 
tikem a chance; tiio wic.to of Uio beauty and 
bounty of a inngnliicent continent, llic stu- 
dent protest against the Vietnam policy was 
and is a moralistic protest against waste, 
skcrsacs or was 

With the benefit of hindsight we now re- 
alize it is a Judgment wiser than Washing- 
ton's — a Judgment that the lives and wealth 
expended were excessive and misdirected^ and 
thus demeaned us before mankind. 

We wUl always need in this country all the 
Idealism we can get, particularly from our 
youth, for the idealist is more sensitive to 
crucial moral issues, more attuned to the 
nonmatcrkalistic opportunities, wno, indeed 
Will pierce our old frauds and follies unleai 
fresh minds question the habiu and atti- 
tudes of the past? 

The value revolution is upon us. It may 
transform our livoe. Those preoccupied with 
the selfish scramble for easy wcAlth. un- 


merited advantage and personal eaj^e shojid 
become accustomed to the well -aimed ar- 
rows Of th*^ se who have contempt for there 
ast>ecu of Amcricar4 life. 

The value doubters will continue to scorn 
our efforts to define the national well-being 
solely by Gro&s National Product. frelgh> 
car loadings, auto production, or the suffi- 
ciency of miUtary preparedness. They went 
to assess (and they are entitled to rai.;e ibe 
^sue> what that product is, whs.t the 
cars cozilain. what the relevance of individ- 
ual wheels is to our mass tran^poruvlon 
needs, how humanism flu Into what can 
never again be a simple logistical measure 
of preparedness. 

The time has corns to rscognUe the worth 
of the value revolution and to encourage it 
toward constructive chamois. It can have a 
profound and beneficial Influence on our 
future if It causes us to renew our lives, re- 
vise our institutions, and reasseu our direc- 
tions and purposes. 


JOINT COMMITTEE ON ATOMIC 
ENERGY MEMBERS SPEAK TO 
NATIONAL COAL ASSOCIATION 


HON. CRAIG HOSaiER 

or CAuroairxA 

IN THE HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June IB, 1H9 

Mr. HOSMER. Mr. Speaker, Repre- 
sentative John B. Anoersok and mys^ 
bad the pleasure of speaking thi« mcm- 
ing to the 52d anniversary convention 
of the National Coal Association. Our 
respective speeches foHuw: 

Nxa3>£3>: A Pxacz TkxArr vox tbx EitzadT 
COMHUNITT 

(Remarks by the Hononble Joujf B. Aimca- 
aoK, Member, joint Committee on Atomic 
Energy, Before the NatRmal Cool Asso- 
claUoD, Mayflower Hotel, Washington* 
D.C.* June 16, 1062 > 

Good morning, ladies and gentlemen. I 
hope It isn't too early in the day to speak 
to you about a serious subject, 

I refer to Uic Increasing public opposi- 
tion. not a lUUo of It wholly unreasoning, 
to the construction of all eioctrlc power 
plants. The fact that the preponderance of 
thU epposiuon has of late been concen- 
trated on nuclear power plants should not 
be of comfort to you. There are those who 
have mode efforu to trade upon tho visceral 
public anxieties associated with tho atom, 
and to a certain extent they have succeeded. 
But their temporary success, if you can call 
it that, has had cancerous effects. Unless 
these efforts are stopped, obJccUve dialogue 
win give way to unrestrained eborge snd 
countcrclmrge, win. effects ti'.M are Inl- * 
in leal to all m tho power business. Portray- 
ing nuclear plants as bod and electric utU- 
ity executives as Irresponsible individuals 
Intent upon destroying the wondm of na- 
ture Impairs public confldenea in the mo- 
tlvaUon and Integrity of these men In a way' 
that is harmful to more than nuclear 
power. 

As a result, coal and other fosall-fueled 
plants, hydroelectric projects and pumped 
storage facilities also have encounterad 
significant and growing public opposition. 1 
regretOo say that the situation will probably 
continue to deteriorate before xx begins to ' 
improve. 

It seems that whst should be a genuine, 
legitimate and quite understandable con- 
cern about the ^ects on the envtromncnt' 
of large power plants has been transformed 
in many Instanoc* into an insistence on priii- 
tlne pxirlty Uiat refuse to rccosnixe themced 
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Lighthouse Point, 
Dea 


33064 



Thank fou for the kind comments In jour latter 
of April 4th regarding my work and the actlTlties of ttie FBI. 

I have no present ttiougjht of retiring, and It Is my hope to remain 
In my current position as long as I can be of service to our Nation. 

I am enclosing an article from the March 11th edition of the Xon- 
gressional Record'* vdiich I hope will be of Interest to you. 

With respect to your request, I can assure you that 
no report has been released by this Bureau concerning alleged com* 
munlst affiliations of Martin Luther King, foformation of this nature, 
whether substan t ia t ed or not, cannot be released because of a Depart- 
ment of Justice order regarding all matters of a confidential nature. 

Sincerely yours, 

X Bdgv Hoover 


Enclosure 

NOTE: Buflles coit ain 

CEE;rk P 
(3) 


no InformaUon Identifiable with correspondent. 
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^:i'.'Fn.'>r^AT!0:iC3F!TA!N£D 


Hon. J. Edgar Hoover Vjfi tTJ V 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D« C. 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 


Mr. Tohnn- 



Mr. 

Mr. Onraii 

Mr. Fill 


Mr. Gale 

Mr. Jlosen 

Mr. Sul i. van 

Mr. Tavel 

Mr. Trotter 

Tel“, Roo m 
Miis Holmes 

Miss Gandy 


I am a retired Sergeant of Police from St. Louis, 

Mo. (32 yrs service). 

I I have been a constant admirer of you and the fine, 
efficient service your men deliver. 

I can't recall how long ago it was, but it might be as 
long as a year ago when I read in the Sun-Sentinel Newspaper in 
our area, a report released from your office relative to the 
alleged Dr Martin Luther King which listed a number of activities 
such as attending a school in Russia for subversives and organ- 
izations which had as its aims the eventual take over of this 
country by the communists. 

I, and many more people like me are so sick of hearing 
our political leaders and various members of the clergy praising 
this agitator as a great American, when by his well planned 
speeches he urged the Negro anarchists and ignorant followers to 
bum and riot and disregard the laws of this nation. 


Please forgive me if I seem to have been carried away but 
the reason I decided to write was to ask you it it was possible to, as 
a private citizen, get a copy of the statement refer^ to. 


Thank you for a wonderful job and please don't retire stay 
in there and continue to fight to preserve the American way of life. 

Very Truly 
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Alrt*l 
To: 8ACo, 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
tIFREIN IS UNCLASSIFO 
'*FTE a- »a <?/ 


BaltlBor« 

Boston 

Chlonffo 

Cinelnnnti 

Clovoland 

Houston 


K0i>nt( 

Kansas City 


Hiaml 

Utmmxk 
How Crlsans 
Kov Tork 
niiladslphia 


Blttstourfh 
' Sacraaonto 
8t. Louis 
San Francisco 
Seattle 

Washington Field 


Froa: Direct er, FBI (157<-1270S) 



OOilllEHORATION DEATH OF 

MARTIN UTTHERnCING. JR., 4-4-69 
^CIAL MAWERS """ 

Recently a resolution aesorialising Martin Luther 
King, Jr., vas defeated in the Californxa legislature when 
a state senator depicted .King as an associate of cossunists. 
Also the Southern Christ'ian Leadership Conference is to launch 
a petition caapaign on 4-4-69 to aake January IS, King's 
birthday, a national legal holiday. These petitions are to 
be presented to Congress and the President in Washington, D.C., 
on 7-4-69. 


Because of the eaotion and controversy surrounding 
King and the activities conaeaorating his death, the activities 
aentioned above could trigger racial unrest and should be 
closely followed. The Bureau should be advised laaediately 
concerning any efforts by city, county, or state governaents 
to pass resolutions coaaeaorat ing or honoring King and a 
letterhead aeaorandua should follow. The progress of the 
petition caapaign should receive siailar attention. 
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Page(s) withhelti entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


Deleted under exemption(s) h 7((^ Jb 7(0 k (i) 

material available for release to you. 


with no segre gable 


n Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 

I I Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

I I Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) . 

was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 

as the information originated with them. You will 

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 
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□ For your information: 
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ju*r A^fC, 


xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 


xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
X DELETED PAGE(S) X 
j?NO DUPLICATION FEE \ 
X FOR THIS PAGE X 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 


FKI/DOJ 



r 'i 


V 

y V;' ' V' 
:'?r-'.-.if-. 
cf:' >;/, 





I 




/ 




kc-202 


March 15, 1969 


Honorable Karl E. Mondt 
United Statea Senate 
Uaahiagtoa, D. C. S0510 


My dear Senator: 


I have received yoor lette 
enclosing a copy of a letter ITom """ 
Oldham, Soath Dakota* 



While I certainly viah it were poaelfale to " 
be of aaslatanee, parttcularly in view of yoor Interest, 

# ?f con«ping the alleged eommanist sguteMnne 
Martjq Ln th e rlvtog. whether sobstantlated or not, can- 






l^uuw of 0 DopwtaoBf Of JoiUee order ^ 

regarding all matters of a confidential mIum w/n* *k^ V 4<> ^ 


regarding all matters of a confidential nature. For the 
same reason I cannot be of help to yoor constituent coo- 
eerniog the other Indivkhials she mentioned. 





/ 


Sincerely yoort, 

Edgaf 




NOTE: Senator Mundt is on die Special Correqwndents List and known 
to the Director on a Hrst-name basis. However, since this Is a reply 
which may be famished his constituent, the above saluj 
used. Bufiles — - - J 
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MEMKR: 


e 


KARL E. MUNOT 

^ MAOISON. SOUTM DAKOTA 


R. L. McCAUOHCY 

ADMMimiATtVC AAS1»TAMT 


c 


Vj .V 




Ty , 


ROBERTA VAN REEK 
■MfeCUTtVE •BdWTAMV 


WAI.TCR C. CONAHAN 
brcaktart 


QiCnticb ^iafcs ,S>ertctle 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20910 


Arwon»iATiOM» CoMMirm 
rmemn relations CoMMrmcE 

aOVERNMENT OFEMATIOMS COMMITTEK 
SENATE iNVtSnOAnONS SUROOMMITTEJC 


ROBERT E. RUDDY 
LCttiSLATiVE ASSISTANT 


/ ^ V 


March 22 , I969 

HERO 
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Honorable J. £d^ar Hoover 
Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 
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Dear Edgar: 


I am encloaing a xerox copy of a letter vblch I 
have received from a constituent in South Dakota. 


Any infoziDation which you can send along to me 
which I can relay to ay constituent will be deeply appreciated. 


/ 


With best wishes , I cun 



Karl E. Mmdt 
U. S. Senator 
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Oldham, S. D. 
March 3, 1969 


My dear Senator Mundt: 

We have a few "religious” people in our Church 
and community who can do untold damage to a person or persons 
reputation. 


ALl I ' . • • 

HERti.. .• .. 

Hon. Karl Mundt 
United States Senate 
Washington, D. C. 


So that we can state the facts, could you get for me 
information as to whether Martin Luther King (or his wife) were ever 
communists or sympathizers. Also, Dr. F."a. Schiotz, President 
of the American Lutheran church and Lutheran World Federation 
president. He has also been accused of same. He lives in 
Minneapolis or St. Paul. 

I trust that you could get this information from the 
FBI or refer me to the proper person. We need not use your name 
in setting the record straight, but can say we have the information 
from the FBI. Surely they will accept their word. We ourselves 
have not believed these rumors, but want to speak with authority. 


Sincerely, 
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ALL iwfor."",t;::; contained 

HEREIN IS Ur;CLASS!flEO 

DATE p l»-ri BY SP 4 Aft^ lK 
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In reply to Uie request In your letter of March ISth, 
the FBI has never made, any statement to the effect that Martin 
Luther King vas a communist. Information of this nature, whether 
substantiated or not, cannot be released because of a Department 
of Justice order regarding all matters of a confidential nature. 

Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 
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. NOTE: , Bufiles contain no identifiable information concerning 
correspondent on basis of available data. 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
9th St» and Pennsylvania Ave. 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sirs: 


ALL INFOrJLlLT''?*- C'iiTAINED 
HEREIN IS U.IJlnSSTIED 

miusiJtL.S'iSHxesiiiL 


i t " 7-6 
eader 

Dr. Martin Luther l^ng and his back ground. It seemed Uke the F. B. I. 
had investigated him and found him to be associated with many Com- 
munist fronts cited by the government. 


If this is so, I would like to have some first-hand facts 
about such an investigation to clarify my thoughts. I would appreciate 
any help. 
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SUBJECT: 



DATE; 3/Z4/69 
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’•the^ntinel'’ newspaper 

WELLSTON, OHIO 
REQUEST FOR INFORMATION 

h%^J 


ALL IMI-Ui 
HEREIN I 
DATEa^JPi 


T! 0 N CONT/ilNED 


Troiter 

Tele. Room 
Holmrs 
Gondy .. 


io UNCLASSIrlEO 


RY C?'/Ainn\ iil^ 


; ^^Tcaptioned newspaper has written us requesting 

an answer to the following quesuon submitted by a reader: ’*By what statute 
and by whose order ^d authority did the F, B, I. give protection to the late 
Rev. Mar tin Lutoeir*King?** 

Correspondent indicated that the reply would be used in the 
"Sentry, " a question and answer column of the newspaper. 

Our Cincinnati Office has advised that "The Sentinel" is a 
five-day-a-week newspaper at 120 South Pennsylvania Avenue, Wellston, 

Ohio. It has a favorable reputation and is edited and published by Burt B. Mills, 
who along with four others (E.. E. Davis, Oak Hill, Ohio; Evan Davis, Oak Hill, 
Ohio; Carl Dalberg, Wellston, Ohio; and Hudson Jeffreys, Ironton, Ohio) owns 
Southeastern Ohio Newspapers, Inc. All of these individuals have good 
utations and have no derogatory references identifiable in Cincinnati file& 


Bufiles contain n£ 
or newspaper owi 



Identifiable 
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reporiecuy enjoy gooa reputations. 


Enclosure 

1 - Mr. DeLoach - Enclosure 
Ushop - Enclosure 


That the attached letter be appro ved a nd sent4»i 

\\i 1BMAR 87 «69 
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1 - Miss Ofmdjr=T:ncI^ure 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
nATF fl-«-<>l B Y r/Vj<^/>^ 

C» 7 k 


Tmr letter cf March lltti baa been received 
and I appreciate die Interest 'which prompted 7012 to write* 

la response to jour reader's question, jou 
may use the ioUowing reply la the "Senbry" column ef your 
newspaper: 

Ihe FBI is hn investigatlTe, not a 
protectiTe, agency* Personal protection lor 
private ei^ens is ordinarily the responsibility 
cl local law enforcement agencies or ot private 
firms hired for that purpose* No ssslgnment 
was ever given the FBI in the personal protsc- 
tlOQ of the late I>r. Martin Iiuther King, Jr. 

Slncertty yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 

1 - Cincinnati - Enclosure 
1 - Mr. DeLoach (detached) 

1 - Mr. 'Bishop (detached) 

1 - Miss Gandy (detached) 

* i. • -Ax 

NOTE: See M. A. Jones to Bishop memo dated 3/24/69 captioned 
’’Hie Sentinel" Newspaper, Wellston, Ohio, Request for Information,' 
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March 13, 1969 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C» 


Dear Sir; 


ALL IKFORMATIOil COnTAINED 

herein is unclassified 

DATE5rUil_BYs5^,t 

(tO'7U 


In our daily paper, The Sentinel , we have a column called the "Sentry", in which 
our readers may write in questions of interest to them. The following is one such 
question; "By what statute and by whose order and authority did the F. B. I. give 
proteeti“>n to the late Rev. Martin Ldther King?" 


We would anoreeiate any ihformation 
question. Thank you. 


you could give us in order to answer this 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
> 7 i 03 HEREIN IS UNCLACSIFIED 

Thank 70 a for tho most genorotia comments In yoat 
letter of March 18th ccDceming my work ai«i the activities of the 
FBL 



While I would like to be of assistance to you, Infor- 
mation concerning the alleged communist effiHatinnA of MnVHw 
,^^the 0 S^ whether sobstantlated or not, cannot be releaseST 
becsuiisi bfli Department of Jostice order regarding all matters of 
a confidential nature. I re^;ret I am unable to be of es si st a n ce In 
tois Instance. 

I am enclosing some material relating to our work 
la the field of Internal security which I hope you will find of Interest. 


{MAILED 10 

MAR 2 4 1969 

COMM-FBI 


Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 
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Enclosures (2) 

Director's Testimony 2/23/68 re Communist, Racial and Hate Groups 
Director's Statement 9/18/68 before Nattonal Commission on the Causes 


and Prevention of Violmtce 

> *'• ^ 

NOTE: BufUes contain no record >of correspondent. 
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Mr. J, Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 



Dear Mr. Hoover, 


The boys and girls of my Sunday School class are 
studying race relations and the people of leadership involved 
with the effort being made to combine the races in our country. 
At one point in our discussion. Dr. Martin Luther King's name 
was raised in relation to the FBI in a negative sense. I am 
wondering if perhaps there was a report made public on 
Dr. King's association with the Communist Party that I did 
not see. So many rumors get started about people as 
controversial as Dr. King who are also in the public eye. 



In closing, let me say that I, as a taxpaying- citizen, 
am very pleased with our Federal l^reau of Investigation 
under your wise supervision. You are doing, and have dcsie, 
a wonderful job for the people of our country, and I appreciate 
it. 

INFORMATION CWWNLD co« ,o»rs. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


MR. DELOACH 


S. B. Donahoi 




DATE 3/12/69 

cc Mr. DeLoach 
Mr. Sullivan 


SUBJECT REQUEST FROM WHITE HOUSE 

// FOR INFORMATION ^ 

/ RE MARTW LUTHER^KING; and 

FBI GUIDELlNES“FOR CLASSIFYING MAIL 


To!?'?- 

Mohr 

Bishcp ■ ■ - 
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Call ahar. . 

ConTod 

feJr 
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Suluijan -Z_ 
T ovej^ 

TroUer 
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Miss Gertrude Brown, at the White House, 
called at the request of Egil Krogb, to ask that we 
furnish to Mr. Krogh, today if possible, a summary of 
information available concerning MARTIN LUTHER KING. 

She also asked for any information available 
as to the guidelines used by the FBI in classifying 
reports and correspondence. 
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^ ' f t V- / ‘ 




QArr •> 


ADDENDUM, C. D. DE LOACH: 

Ehrlichman has already been sent a brief concerning this matter. 
If the Director agrees, I will tell Ehrlichman that there is a brief 
already available at the White House. 
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In Memoiypr^^i 


There are impressive arguments to support a 
bill introduced by Congressman John Conym Jr. 
and 23 associates wh^ would make the birthday 
of Dr. Ma rtin LutiierKing Jr. on Jan. 15 a legal 
public holiday. The tidal wave of mail which has 
come to Congress in support of this proposal leaves 
DO doubt whatever that it would regarded by 
Negroes all over the United States as a long-desired 
and deserved recognition of the rich contribution 
of their race to American life. That it would gratify 
Negroes is reason enough in itself to assure the 
proposal thoughtful consideration. And apart from 
this, Dr. King boMs an indubitable place among 
the .great American martyr iieroes to whom all 
Americans owe gratitude. 

The trouble with making Dr. King's birthday a 
legal holiday lies in the fact that, to whatever ex- 
tent it might find endorsement among the states, 
it would add to the rather considerable roster of 
days on which offices, banks, stores, schools and 
governmental functions are already suspended. 
Coi yress its elf has power to establish a l egal holL- 
day only in the District of Columbia and for Federal 

e mplaves p vervwhere. The individual st atet dptp r. 
mine for themselves whether the holiday should 
be observed within their boundaries. Legal holidays 
have been suggested to commemorate the birth- 
days of a number of noted Americans — Jefferson, 
Madison, Jackson, Lincoln aitd Franklin Boosevelt 
among them; but only George Washington’s birth- 
day has actually been established as a legal holiday. 
If similar status were accorded all of them, indus- 
try, commerce, education and public services would 
be pretty seriously impaired. 

Perhaps a better and more realistic way of pay- 
ing tribute to the memory of Dr. King has been 
proposed in the Senate by Senator Brooke and in 
the House by Congressman Farbstein. They advo- 
cate a joint resolution urging the President annually 

to declare Jan. 15 Martin Luther King Day to 

be observed, as Abr aham Lirtcoln’t birthday is 
widely observed, by appropriate voluntary exer- 
cises in schools and at public meetings. Certainly it 
would be a more appropriate tribute to Dr. King 
to have students talk about him and bis Ideas in 
op ep ychools than to have the schools shut doro. 
The aim is a memorial, not merely a twESiyT^ 
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The Washinston Poet ^ 

Times Herald — ' — 




The Washington Daily Ne^ 

The Evening Star (Wash^|Ki>n) . 
The Sunday Star (Waateifl^n)^ 

Daily News 

Sunday News (New Yock) 

New York Post 


The New York Times , 
The Sun (Baltimore) _ 

The Daily World 

Ihe New Leader 


The Wall Street Journal 
The National Observer , 
People*B World 


Elxaminer (Washington) 
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March 5, 1969 
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AIL iriFCRLlAT'O'! COMTAIULD 
HEREIN lo L'liCLASSIFIED 

DATE a j/3 +L B Y 5f<U^saM 

(# 0 - 7 1 . 


Iq rtifly to your letter d February 28&f 1 bare 
tteyer made any ctatement to the effect that Martin Lulber King 
waa a member of commnniat organlaaticma. bformation of thU 
nature, whether aubetantlated or not, cannot be released becanne 
of a Department of Justice. order regarding all matters of a con> 
ffdentlal nature. 


At a press conference on November 16, 1964, I 
made the statement that King was tiie most notorious liar in the 
country. I did so because he had grossly distorted flie facts con- 
cerning our fecial Agents handling civil rights investigations in 
the South. 


Sincerely yours, 

J, Edgar Hoover 
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NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with correspondent. 
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February 28 


Dear Mr. Hoover, 


{ 9 . 


C- 


Our class was recently discussing Martin T.nthpr King .Tr. 

A few years ago I recall that you stated Martin Luther King was a member 
of several Commimist front organization. Based on your honorable 
reputation 1 hold that this, and another statement in which you called 
him a liar, are true. Would you please verify these statements for me. 
Thank You very much 


Sincerely yours 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATF ^ /a-t-i B YSiV.lfl*vi U 

& reply to the inquiries in year letter ol Fcbxu- 
nry 24th, I have never made any to the effect that 

Martin Lather King vas a communist* Infonnation of natore, 
whether substantiated or n^, l >0 released because of a 

Department of Justice order regarding all matters of a confiden- 
tial nature* 







At a press conference on Noyember 18, 1964, I 
made the statement that King was the most notorloos Uar in the 
oouptry. I did so because he bad grossly distorted the facts 
' concerning our Special Agents hanging civil sights invesUga- 
c ' tions in the South* 
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Sincerely yours, 
1. Edgar Hoov«K 
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STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE . 

I Feb. 24, 1969 \/ 

y Syosset, N, Y. 

^.‘■f Dear Mr, Hoover, 

I am wi(l^g to you In reference 
^It o Martin L. Kine^. I was under the 
^ impression that he was called a liar 
^4 and he was said to have communistic 





MR. CASPER 


MR. CAUL ah AN 


MR. CONRAD ■ 

MR. FELT 


MR. EALE ^ 
MR. ROSEN 


MR. SULLIV1 
MR. TAVEL 


MR. trotter 

MR. JONES 



leanings, by you. Are these statements 
true or do you feel he was the man [ 
j worthy of his praise? . 


tel c. room . 


MISS HOLMES 

MRS. METCALF . 


MISS CANDY 





Presently my children attend assemblies 
in his honor, write compositicxis about him and I must 
sit and hear his recordings at a P. T. A. meeting. 

Please write to me as I want to know exactly 
what the F. B. I has (m its reports. I feel if these 
statements are true, my children should not honor 
this man in an American public school. 

Thank you. 
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1 - Mr. Sullivan 

1 _ mir*. c\ r* 

J. ~ aexa • va« aeav/vra ^ 


Q 


March 3» 1960 



Director, FBI 


6r~_. 


MARTIN LUTHElTiaNG, JR. 

DAPTAT. MATTMTOff 
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VI ifipon- * 

i A!, -JED 

Ff L. ' 

fro7A 

Pursuant to your request on February 28, 1969, a 
copy of a Top Secret document regarding Martin laither King, Jr. , 
was delivered on that date to Mr. Bryce N. Barlow, Special Assistant 
to the President, at the White House. 
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document forwarded to the President and the Attorney General on 
January 23, 1969. 




NOTE: Deputy Attorney General Kleindienst called Inspector 

Sterling B. Donahoe at 5:50 p. m. , 2/28/69. He referred to continuing 

4-l«rk4- *wi «^rl a rImnlovvA ITinfT^c Hi»*+VirfQ\7 nili'irinal hnli^sjv^ 

to UllCLL «U> ^ l./CJAAl^ AAACIAaVi ^ mm 

He asked that a summary be prepared concerning the background of King, 
including his immoral behavior, and delivered to Bryce Harlow at the 
White House by Noon, 3/1/69. 

We had already prepared such a document at the Instructions 
of the Director and copies had been sent the President and Attorney General. 

After checking with the Director, Kleindienst was reminded of the prior 

r\i iViD Tfp VlP . 

UldadllXiiCLIrlUll «U1U \JA iVfp ii^rv^w ^ v* ^ ^ 

would emphasize the classification to Harlow and asked that a copy bs 
delivered direcHy to Harlow. This was done at 6:30 p.m. , 2/28/69, by 
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Dear 


(po7> 


X have received your letter of February 27th. 


While I would like to be of assistance to you, 
information concerning the alleged communist affiliations of 
Martin Luther King, whether substantiated or not, cannot be 
released because of a l>epartment of Justice order li^^dlng 
all matters of a confidential nature. 

In reply to your other request, this Bureau does 
not have for distribution the type of list you requested; however, 
you may wish to secure a copy of 'Ylulde to Subversive Organlaa* 
tlons and Publications, '* prepared and released by the House 
Committee on Un-American Activities, now known as the Bouse 
Committee on Internal Security, b it are listed some of the 
groups and periodicals which have been cited by various state and 
Federal agencies, and a copy of it can be purchased for seventy 
cents from the Superintendent of Documents, Government Printing 
Office, Washin^on, D. C. 20402. Checks or money orders should 
be drawn payable to the superintendent of Documents. C.O.D. 
orders will not be accepted. . > 


Sincerely yours, 

I. Edgffr Hoover 

NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent 
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F«taru\^i 27, 


Fedexvil Bureau of Inrestlgation 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: 


It has come to my attention that there is t. aoTenent throughout 
our nation, and in fact, a bill has be^n introduced in Congri^tg^ to 
■ake January 15, a national holiday in honor of Martin Latherlfing. 

I recall seeing a picture published by the FBI of Mr. King 
attending communist training classes somevhere in the South* I also 
have in mind Congressman Ashbrook'a remarks of 10/4/67<^ongreBBlonal 
Record-saying that Mr. King is the one man in this decade who has done 
the most to promote and help communism in our country. 


If this is so this man does not deserve to be honored by our 
country. Can you verify or deny these facts? What are the facts of 
Mr. King and his relationship with subversive activities in the United 
States? 


I 


I would also like a list of specialized publications dealing with 
subversive activities in the United States and where I nay obtain a 
subscript! on. 

I am quite concerned with the way things are going in this 
coTontry. I feel I had better try to help my country. 1 must become 
better informed of the true facts of life here In “Uie United States. 

Any assistance you can give me mill be greatly appreciated. 

Thank you. 
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d, Texas 797 


Dear 


>■ I INFORi'ATr" COviTMNED 

•irAqNlSU'X''.S3;FltO 

r,' 

J.lLJi 


Id. regHj to the inquiries in your letter of F^xu* 


ary 21st, I have never made any statement to the effect that 

Martin Luther King was a communist* Information of t^ p naturet 

♦ 

whether substantiated or not, cannot be released because of a 
Department of Justice order regarding all matters of a confiden- 


tial nature. 


MAILCO 10 

FEB 2 8 1969 


COMM-FBI 


Sincerely yours, 

J. Ekigar Hoover 




NOTE: BufUes contain no information identifiable with correspondent. 
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fj , V- y - 

l!ldland, Texas 79701 
February 21, 19 69 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 


V/ft sh 1 ncrt*. nn n 


(Jentlemen, 


< » 1 1 n ^ * i - i 

' L r. * * ’ - ' : * > ' ' 

• ’.n ?:'!?■; u; ' ;;:C.'.iViSlriLD . 

(^d7> 


In a recent heated discussion with an acquaintance of mine 
he claimed that he had information that the late I'artin Luther 
was a Communist. When I questioned the veracity of his 
statement he referred me to your organization. He indicated 

f 

that you had released information and would upon request send 
excerpts from Dr. King*s personal file. I am embarrased to 
ask you do this as I feel that my friend was mistaken, but in 
fairness to him I am taking the time to write and ask you if 
you have ever forv/arded any information of this sort to any 
private individual and if so would you as my friend indicated 
forward such information to me. 



•.oy 


\ 

\ 


Fay I thank you in advance for your time in reading this 
letter and in sending a prompt response. 
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ebruaiy 24, 1969 




Gladstone, Missouri 


Deari 








I have received yoor letter of Fdi>roary 14tti and 
appreciate the interest which prompted you to write. 

In response to your Inquiries as to whether or not 
Martin Luther King was a communist, information of this nature, 
whether substantiated or not, cannot be released because of a 
Department of Justice order regarding all matters of a confiden- 
tial nature. 

As to your question about Stokely Carmichael, the 
FBI is strictly an investigative agency of the Federal Government 
and, as such, does not determine whether prosecutive action wUl be 
undertaken in any situatioa. Such decisions concerning violations 
of Federal law are within the province of the Attorney General. 
Voluminous data relative to Carmichael have been furnished to the 
Attorney General for his consideration, and you may wish to con- 
tact him. 




MAILED 10 

FEB 24 1969 

COMM-FBI 


Slncerety yours, 
J. Edgar Hoover 


NOTE: BufUes contain no identifiable information concerning correspondent. 
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February 14, 1969 


J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, 0. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I am puzzled and confused! Shortly before the assassination of 
Martin Luther King, 1 watched the Joe Pyne Show on television %«hen 
he had as guest a Negro woman who had been a counter spy for the FBI. 

I have forgotten her name but she had been working with the civil 
rights movement in Chicago and perhans other cities and had written a 
book on her experiences. She seemed to be a »<orderful person- a good, 
honest Christian woman and a patriotic citizen of this country. Just 
before the interview was over, Joe Pyne asked her directly if Martin 
Luther King was a cotmunist and she answered him by saying, "Yes, he is. 



Now, my question is this: If Mart ip Luther was a communist, and 

he surely must have been, why doesn't the Federal Government let the 
public know the truth about him? 1 am thoroughly disgusted with all 
the eulogizing and praise showered upon this man! I've even read that 
pressure is being exercised by certain groups to make his birthday a 
National holiday! And something just as offensive, I read sometime 
ago that a postage stamp is to be issued in his honor! Under the cir- 
cumstances, how could the leadership of the United States Government 
disgrace the citizens of this country by honoring a communist in this 
way? There arc still many patriotic citizens who should be honored! 

In ray opinion and it is the opinion of many other persons with »hom 
I’ve discussed this, that Martin Luther King, Jr. stirred up more 
trouble between the races in this country than any other man. He 
claimed to be preaching nonviolence, when every word he uttered on 
television was of a violent nature and his eyes revealed the hatred 
he held in his heart! He claimed to be a preacher of the gospel, but 
the Bible I know doesn't teach hate! Will you please write and tell 
me why this man, a traitor to his country, is being so highly praised 
by some of the leadership? I'm fed up with 

X- So 

I would also like to know why the Stokely Ca 

in prison? 1 didn't know that our Constitution and Bill of Rights 
had such wide coverage! Thank you for a renly. 
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Thank you for your kind eommots In your letter 
«f February While I wish It were possllde to be of assist- 
ance to you, Inform atioo contained in our files must be maintained 
as confidential in accordance with r^ulafions of the Department 
Of Justice. I am sorry 1 am unable to fumlah the data you are 


filneerely yours, 
Jj^Sdgar Bbovidf 


'' H 


NOTE: Bofiles contain no record of correspondent. Title and address 
per telephone directory. 
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Feb. lii,1969 



Dear Mr, Heever, 

Just want te thank yeu fer your life and pray 
Qed will centinue te use yeu In this ceuntry ef eurs 
to make It a better place te live. 

I need some information cencemire the late Dr, 
Martin Luther King, I am a minister ef the Christian 
Church here at Newbem and fill that Mr, King was far 
from being a Christian and did exactlly what the 
censnunist wanted him to de. Please send me what you 
can concerning his activity as a communist and bill 
me for the material. 


ALL INFORMATION COMTAINli) sincerely yours, 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 



NEWBERN. TENN. 



106 6 


1G f 20 1959 
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Febnuuy 7, 1969 



Tour letter of February 3rd has been received. 

In responae ^ your inquiry, Information concerning 
the alleged communist affiliations of Martin Lather King, vhether 
substantiated or not, cannot be released because of a Department 
of Juif tice order regarding all matters of a confidential nature. 

1 regret I am unable to be of help to you. 



Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hoover 
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TRUE COPY 


Dear Sir, 


4>7(Ci 


Feb. 3rd, 1969 




I am a sophomore CoUege, and would like 

information regarding Martin Luthe^^Rn^being a communist. 

Believe me, its not to start a big college uproar, as 
Ladycliff is a small girls college with approximately 450 students. 

I need the information for an oral report I have to give 
in a few weeks. I would appreciate pictures if you have any. 

If you cannot help me I'd appreciate it, if you told me 
someone who could. 


Thank You, 


b7Q:) 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
i FREINIS UNCLASSIFIED 


ighland Falls, N. Y. 
10928 
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I North Dakota 58267 


have received the letter of February 4th from you 



In reply to your Inquiry, Information concerning the 
alleged communist affiliations of Martin Luther King, whether sub- 
atantiated or not, cannot be released because of a Department of 
Justice order r^ardlng all matters of a confidential nature. 

Sincerely yours. 


all INFORMATlOii C0MJWN£R 

heron IS UNCLASSin^ 


MAIL £0 21 

fEBl0l969 

COMMFBf 
NOTE: Bufiles con 
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Northwood, North Dakota 
February h, I 969 


Pe^ral Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C, 

Dear Sirs: 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

herein is unclassified 


Our Present Day Problems class in school is doing some research 
on recent occurrences. Our research topic is concerned "with the late 
Dr« Marti n Luther'^ing.. Junior* 

There have been many rumors concerning the fact that Dr, King 
had been affiliated with Communist action. Certain organizations 
such as the John Birch Society, have definitely stated his membership 
with the Communist Party, * 

It had also been stated that through his non-violent actions 
he as used by the Coramhnist Party, Do you have any information 
which would prove or disorove this statement? 

Vfe shall greatly appreciate any assistance you nay be able to 
give us. 

Thank you for your help and cooperation. 




P, S, Would you please send any inofmatlon you nay have to the 
following address: 

Northwood, North Dakota 5^267 
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ALUfiFORMJ 

The Attorney General 


IN CONJAINI 
liSSHlElX/ 


February 5, 1969 


Director, FBI 


MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 


1 - Mr. C. D. 

DeLoach 

1 - Mr. W. C. 

Sullivan 

1 - Mr. T. E. 

Bishop 

1 - Mr. D. J. 

Brennan 

1 - Mr. G. C. 

Moore 

1 - Mr. Glass 



A source of this Bureau vho has furnished reliable 
information in the past has advised that Mrs. Coretta King, ^ 
widow of the late Martin Luther King, Jr. , planned to call 
; «the President to disc\iss with him a proposed isemorial cent^f!^ 
j^^cOTunexnorating Martin Luther King, Jr, 

Stanley David Levi son, an advisor to Mrs. King, 
o' • r<l^^ suggested that Mrs. King woiild not want to place herself 
I under any obligation by asking the President for help but 
i suggested that she take the approach that It is not a 
C/V S i ^ ' question of Asking the President for a favor but rather 
^ ^ S that the Federal Goveriunent owes it to the Negro to ^ 

2* • establish such a n&norial. " - 


c ' > t' J £2 

Cl*;:-. • u- to 

H - T' t 4Jj 
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b (0 

The above information is being furnished to 
Dr. Kl.slnger .t the Hhlt. >7^"^ V 



1 - xne ueputy Attorney uenerax 
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^NOTE PAGE TWO 

I j<‘> . . 'F 




The Attorney General 
ROTE: 




Classified ** Secret" as it contains data froa 
sensitive sources and unauthorized disclosure of this 
information might jeopardize these sources and be | , 
prejudicial to national defense Interests. 
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January 20, 1969 





I 









Tour letter was received oo January 27th. 


^ &i reply to your inquiries, informatioD concerning the 

i alleged communist affiliations of Marlin Luther King, whether sub* 

stantlated or not, cannot be fwleased because of a Department of 
Justice order regarding all matters of a confidential nature. For 
this same reason, I am unable to comment on the article you men- 
tioned. 
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Sincerely yours, 
1 ~ Edg^Hod^ 


NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with correspondent. Hie 
only references to ’’The Sword of the Lord” are prior to 1957 and showLit 
was published in Wheaton, Illinois, at that time. 
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Wa3mesville, N.C. 
28786 


Director of The Federal 
Bureau of Investigation 


ALL COfsTAINED i 

herein is ^LAS&'fIed 


Dear sir; 

The purpose of this letter is ^bout a recent article I 
read in a paper about the late Martin Luther King. In the paper he 
personally was not accused of being a communist but being surrounded 
by them in his organization and accepting money from th^. Is this 
true? If so, why is not the public informed of this. 




I believe in equality for all persons, but if a person is 
a communist or deals with them and exerts the influence he did then 
the public should be informed of his shady background. 

The President of The United States ordered all flags to 
be flown at all places including Western Germany where I was stationed 
with the Army thinking that I was fighting for freedom and against 
communism at half mast. I would hate to think that our flag which has 
flown over many men who have fou^it and died against communism be 
flown at half mast for a man who sympathized with these very ideals! 


I hope that we the people of the United States are not 
being kept from the truth in such matters as these. If we are then we 
need a change in this policy. 

The paper I am referring to is The Sword of the Lord 
which is printed in Murfreesboro, Tenn. The article was by Dr. Tom 
Anderson. 


rc 




Could you please enlighted me on this matter. Thank you 
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UNITED STATES G NMENT 

Memorandum 

Mr. W, C, Sullivan 


DATE: 1-22-69 



™OM Mr. G. C. Moore;^^;^ "s:"— 

MARTIN LUTHER*^ING, JR. 

RACIAL MATTERS 

This is to transmit attachad documant rageraing ^ ^ 

communist influence on Martin Luther King, Jr., to the , 
President and the Attorney General. tl ' 
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SUBJECT martin LUTHER KING, JR. 
RACIAL MATTERS 
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Memorandtan dated January 17, 1969, from 




Mr, G, C, Moore to Mr. W, C, Sullivan recommended attached 
document be furnished the President and the Attorney General 
j on January 23, 1969, The Director approved. 

In view of the sensitivity of the attached document, 

, it is felt most appropriate to have the letter to the President 
and its enclosure delivered to Dr, Henry A. Kissinger, Adviso/\ ^ 
to the President for National Security Affairs, in order that j / 1/' 
Kissinger can bring it to the President's personal attentioryl jAj 
We have already established liaison with members of / y 

Dr. Kissinger's staff and our Liaison Section will deliver/^ 
this letter, J 

ACTION : 

1, If you approve, attached letter and its enclosure 
will be delWered, to Dr. Kissinger by Liaison S^tion. 

to /t*'’ , w flii/j* ‘ cu A 

2. The attached letter to the Attorney General and 
its enclosure will be foivarded to the Attoimey General, ^ 

_^Enclosur.s U) X 


D:sd (7) V ^ 

- Mr, C, D. DeLoach J 

vj VT w ^ 


TJD:sd (7) F 
t* 

1 - Mr, C, D. DeLoach 
1 - Mr, W. C, Sullivan 
1 - Mr, T, E, Bishop 
1 - Mr, D, J, Brennan 
1 — Mr • G, C , Moore 
h. i J, Deakin 
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KING STAWi~\ 
IS PLANNED 
AT CATHEDRAL 

A fUtue of Jb$ Re v- Dr. 
Martin Luther^TiSaE ^r . the 
■um Negro civil rigMs lead- 
er, will be placed in the nave 
of Washington Cathedral 
alongside some 90 others in 
a aeries of "great Chris^ 
tjan^" ” 

The Very Rev. FVancis B. 
Sayre Jr., dean of the cathe- 
dral, said ia Ms anttounee- 
ment that the carved like- 
ness will he 90 inches tall 
and will cost about 92,500. 
The sUtue will be the first 
of a Negro to be mcluded in 
the aeries. About a dozen 
statues already are in place, 
including reformers John 
Calvin and Martin Luther. 

A eitbwai ^okesman 
said the decision to create 
the statue came in response 
to a request by the Southern 
Christian Leadership Confer- 

MJSh m WUl OUTU^ 

day, sriiicfa would have been 
Wednesday, be honored by 
the nation’s dmrebes. King 
preached his last formal ser- 
mon in the cathedral the 
week befwe his last 
Aprils 

The stone carving will be 
.fashk»ed from a plaiter I 
cast to te design^ by v^. 
tiari £usbt cathedrai aculp* 
tor-in^residence. The work 
will been when donatioiis to 
cover the cost have been ic- 
ccived, the q>oke8man aaid. 
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Washington Post 4 /" 

Times Herald . 

The Washington News ^ 

The Evening Star/washingup) 

*nie Sunday Sta^Waahingtoa^LLxC^ 

pally News (^w York) 

Sunday NeWs tNew York) 

New York Post 


The New York Times , 
The Sun (BaUimoTe) _ 

The Daily World 

The New Leader 


Tne Wail weet uoumai 
The National Observer , 
People's World 


Examiner (Washington) . 
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1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mx. V. C. Sullivan 
1 - Hr. Bishop 

January Z3| 1969 
1 *■ Hr. G. C. Moore 
1 - Mr. Deakln 


BY LIAISON 

The President 
The Vhlte House 
Vaahlngton, 0. C. 


Dear Mr. President: 

The Southern Christian Laadershlp Conference « 
founded by Martin Luthei*^Klng, Jr. , held demonstrations 
on January 15, 1969, King's birthday, urging that his 
birthday be made a national holiday. Reverend Ralph D. 
Abernathy, President of the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference, has advocated x:iatlonal holiday status for 
King's birthday, according to press accounts. 


CLASSIFIED AND^ 
EaTEIIDEIKBY..-?, 

FL'fA'i 
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In view of this, there is enclosed e document 
regarding the communist Infltience on King during his 
'careei^:,and his highly Immoral personal behavior. For your ' 

information, a copy of this document is also being furnished 
th^Attomey General. 

Sincerely yours, v , > 
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Xbe President 


NOTE: 


letter end in the enclosure, if disclosed, could cooproalse 
infomants end jeoperdlse netlonel security. The 
Director Approved aemorendtai Mr. C. C. Moore to Mr. V. C. 
Sulliven deted 1*17>69, ceptloned Mertln Luther King, Jr., 
reconuAendlng enclosed docunent be sent to the President 
end the Attorney General. See memorandum Mr. G. C. Moore 
to Mr. W. C, Sullivan dated 1-22-69, captioned Martin Luther 
King, Jr., prepared by TJD:sd. 
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ALLI!'!Fv:-''''‘;CCIiTAINE') 
HEREIti IS Jl,iSS[FIED 
DATE a 73 

(eoni. 


1. 


mailed 24 

JAN 2 -1969 


Your letter of December 26th inquiring about 

the activities of Martin Luther King has been received. While 

♦ 

I certainly wish It were possible to be of assistance to you, 
information contained in our files must be maintained as 
confidential in accordance with regulations of the Department 
of Justice. I am sorry I am unable to furnish the data you axe 
seeking. 

Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 
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NOTE: Bufiles contain no record Identifiable with correspondent. 
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Dec 26, 1968 


FBI Director 
J . Edgar Hoover 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover, 

- ^ would like to have some information on Mr. Martin 

^ what kind of man he wasTgoodor 

oao: n}u*can't believe what you read, some say he Is good and 
other's say his bad. What is the truth? 


Thank You 


/s/ 



Fort Recovery, Ohio 
45846 
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Dear 


In reply to the inquiry in your letter of Decern* 


CO 

CD 

m ay 


SI o 


ber 12th regarding the alleged communist affiliations of Martin Luther 
King, informaticm of this nature, whether substantiated or not, cannot 

t 

be released because of a Department of Justice order concerning all 

matters of a confidential nature. 

• Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hocf»«f 

I 

i MOTE: Bufiles disclose previous outgoing to Dunn e- 10/2 5/68 regarding 
t violence. We sent him Directoiis testimony before the National Comn^ 
bn the Causes and Prevention of Violence. Bufiles further discloso^^l 
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Chicago 

60643 


12/12/68 


Mr. Edgar Hoover, 

F.B.I. 

Washington, D. C. 


Dear Mr. Hoover 


ALL INFORMATION CC’ 'V 

herein IS U-;CbASS!,-|./ ‘ 

^over-- DATE a, 

A couple of years ago there was a rumor thru out this 


area that Martin Luthei^ini 


U1 Wao a. i^UUAlliUiiJ.SL a.iiU atv^ilU^U & uUlll’ 



munist school in Tennesee, as did Stokely Carmichael. Does your 
office have such information? Can you imagine a catholic church here 
placing a black marble figure of King on a pedestal in a Chicago Church, 
where the assistant pastor is black and in a spot light. This black priest 
wants to have Martin Luther King canonized! 

Respectfully — 

■MV 


r ■■ /O 


18 dec 20 1968 
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CH Deleted under exemption<s) 

material available for release to you. 


with no segregable 


nZI Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request 

□ Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


D Documents) originating with the following government agency(ies) 
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ALL INFORi'AATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED, 
DATEa-< t->rf R Y gAy.WUi^* 

— N (p 07 ir 

Dickson, Tennessee 870 5S 

&i reply to your inquiry of December 3rd, informa- 
tion concerning the allied communist affiliations of Martin Luther 
King, whether substantiated Or not, cannot be released because of 
a Department of Justice order regarding all matters of a confiden- 
tial nature. For this reason, I am unable to furnish the d at a you 
are seeking. 

^cerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 





NOTE; Correspondent could not be Identified in Bufiles. 
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.ckson, Tennessee 
December 3» 1968 


37055 


Department of Justice Building 

U/n r* 

*w a. o AA J. W V ii l>r • U • 


Gentlemen : 

As a citizen I am very concerned about the racial strife 
which i^ tearing the nation apart. The beloved Revr^Martln ~ 
Lut he racing gave his life to bring racial peace and JUstioV ’ 
tu our land. I supported and respected him more than mere 
words can express. But I hear persistant rumors that Rev. 

wx uii^7 K/wuiuiuuxsi# rcircy. X naV6 DOan 

told recently that the FBI files prove this claim. I wish 
you could help me by giving me information about this. If 
you can't help me please tell me where I can get such in- 
formation. Your efforts will mean much to me. 





CKsbn, Tennessee 37055 
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Respectfully, 



/ 

Xy 


all INFORMATION CONTAINED 

«REIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
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Department of Justice Building 
Washington D. C. 20025 


NOTICE : FBI DIVISION 
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all information comtwnel 
herein is unclassified 

nATE«2jLta--.W.. 

feo-7* 




Your letter ei Ndrember list eooeenii^ the aettvl- 
ttes of Maitin Lnther King has been received. While X certainly 
wish it were possible to be ef assistance to you, loformatloii eon* 
talned in our files most be maintained as confidential in accordance 
with regulations of.the Department of Justice* I am so r r y X »»» 
enable to famish the data you are seeking. 

Stncerdy yoore, 

Edgar Hoover 
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KOliing ttlll* , y 

California ^0^1^ 

November 21, 1968 


l>7(c) 


AiJ»^jAn..Uxi'<u ; iiiA*tTlii> ikiwu 

■ir, i). Edgar noover 

ij’ederal Jdureau of Investigation 

t*aBhington D.C. 


/(LLINFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
nATF ^ /3-«7 BY ay 


Dear Sir: 

Ky purpose in writing to you is to obtain accurate 
information concerning tne activities of tne late fartin 
I.utnei<^^^ng. 


This information is to be used in a high school 

class report. It is my understanding tnat tne *.E.I. has 

such accurate and revealing, indisputable evidence concerning 
his activities which contrast greatly to the saintly person 

he claimed to be, 

I would appreciate any information you could send me. 


r 


Very truly yours. 



Movtmber 14, 1948 
AIRMAIL 



/oo - 10 u 10 


g£i3 



hi Twply to yoor laqulrlea, teformatlon eon- 
eemlng the tUeged commonlst tffUiaUoae of Martta 
King, whether eobeUatlttad or aot, canaot be released 
beeanse of a Department of Jostice order regardliv all aut* 
tore of a confidential oatore* For the aame reason, I am 
enable to answer jour other questions about him. 



Sincerely jours, 

J. Edgar Hoovdf 


• '.''A.O":., 


1 • Manila - Enclosure 
1 • Foreign Liaison Doit • Enclosure 









MOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. 
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The Director, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
WASHI fTr-TOW. D. C. 


November 1968 


Dear Kr. Hoover, 

^uite recently a highly respected Methodist 
^ ^ clergyman obtained a tape recording of what purports to be the last 
puDiic address given by M artin j-uthe/-^Ki ny . usually king Is held up as’a 
martyr to the cause of Improving the lot of negroes In the States, 
for myself, I believe he. King, was a fellow traveller, who had outlived hi 
use to International Communism, and so was disposed of. 

now. In order that I may take some effective steps through the Church Press, 
will you please advise me: c?- li , 


1. have you any clear proof of K^ng’g link with Cpinmunlam? ' 

2. Djd he, KjTjg, pay any visits to Russia as the guest of the Rusalsn Govt? 

3. while he preached non violence, wherever he went, violence erupted. 

Is this a statement of fact?. 1.— ^ 

4. was K*^„'s Influence on the body Politic beneficial pr otherwise?/.^ 

I might say that I „m the eldest surviving gt. gt . gt. Grandson of C^^l 

* secretary to G^'^ersl 1775-83. 

I am an American though all my life has been lived in A^,strall** 

I served In the 1st. A. I. F. end was injured by shell blast at the Battle 
or Hamel, 4/7/18. I am now too paralysed to move out of my chair. 


yours sincerely. 


, ,;u). 


S7(bj 


REC 13 I00-IGI,17(^ 
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November 15, 1968 



I bATe received foot letter of November lltii. 

While I would like to be of assistance to joo, 
tnformatioa concerning tbe alleged communist alllliations of 
Martin Lather King, whether substantiated or not, cannot be 
released because of a Department of Justice order regarding 
all matters of a confidential nature. 1 regret I am unable to 
be of help in this instance. 
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Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgir Hooter 


huL 'i'l '-'•■'i' • . I V - ‘ 
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NOTE: Bufiles ccmtain no record identifiable with correspondent. 
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WAKEFIELD, N. H. 03888 

Hoveinber 11, 1968 


Mr. J, Edgsr Hoover, Chief 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D, C, 

Sir: 


A surprising number of people in Ifew Hampshire say, 
Z' and aoparently believe, that the late Dr. Martin Luther 

,Ling was a Communist. The New Hampshire paper, the 

Mane lister Union . Just this week Included slurs against 
Ur. hing using most "un-journalistic" objectionable 
language . 

1 understand the P. B. I. investigated these 
charges. Can you tell me if you have discovered he was 
or was not a Communist? I would be most grateful 
indeed for a reply. 









r4 NOV 15 1968 
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November 7, 1968 






ST-115 



1 received yoor letter on November 4th and vaat 
to thank you for your kind comments. 

In response to your Inqnliles, I can assore yoa 
that I have never ma^ any such statement as the one attributed 
to me In your letter. 




A ' '-J* 




At a press conference <m November 18, 1964, I 
made the statement that Martin Luthea anff was the most notorious 
liar in the cwntry, I did so because he had grossly distorted 
the tacts concerning oor Special Agents handling civil ri^s 
investigations in the Sooth, It is not possible for me to comment 
further inasmuch as information in our files must remain con- 
fidential in accordance with regulations of the Department of 
Justice, 




Sine^ely yours. 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINER. Edgar Hoover 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
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I would like all the Information that you have concern- 
ing the life of Martin Luther Ki^g* I would like any information you 

I have regarding his birth, early school and family years, whether he 
has a police record and his activities in Civil Right movements. About 
the Civil Rights movement, was he connected privalty with any commu- 
nist or miliant group, black or white in this country or any other country. 

T wmtl/1 141r£k fi% Irnrknr VtA 1-f fVkOQO mOT^nfloc 

X TT \yuxu XAJ(V^ hrV/ XVAAVy TT TT X Vo XX Vo X^VX i ■ IXX X VOXXWtJy XX WX'W voxxVo W-x •• 

into riots. I would like to know if the statement I read in the paper is 
true and if it is what caused J. Eger Hoover to say them: 

”Mr. King had" been saying bad thirds about the way the 
I FBI had treated the civil rights movenent, but Mr. Hoover said if he 
I didn't shut up about the FBI, he would bring everything he knew about 
I King out in the open and let the people see what type of person he really 

■ ^ tf 



What were the things Mr. Hoover had against him, a 
comminst, a person who would overthrow the U, S. or what. 

I know a lot of this might be secret, but I need it to do 
a research on Dr. King, and need this information. 


biL9 



High School 

Lynchburg Va. 



Mr. Hoover, I respect you as a police officer very much and think 
that this country needs more people, like you. 



,ynchburg Virginia. 
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In rnply toj^e Inquiry in your totter of October 28th 
concerning Martin Uither^ Jng, tnformaticin In the files of the FBI 

must be m ai n ta in ed as confidential pursuant to regulations of the 

> 

Department of Justice. 1 regret I cannot be of help to you. 
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Sincerely yours, 

J Sdflar Hoover 
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NOTE: On basis of available data, correspondent is not identifiable 
in Bureau files. 
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CCTOBEB 28, 1^68 


Di'AP GIPo, 

If possible would you please send me Dr. K.L.KlnR 'i 
police record. 1 need the information for some 
research X am doing on hi s life_t would you p lease 
send the information 


b7(tj 


oHlIJO .k'lClilGAI 
48433 

Thanks You. 
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alliWu.',;-'':. .^->.;TAINED 
HEREIN ii j;.: JiSSIFlED 

DATFa-ia^ R YSTAjJIWM 

<0<m> 


I hJiT* rtctived yoor letter of October SOth and Ite 

encloenre. 


In reply to your Inqalrlee, I have never made any 
itatement to the effect that Martin Lather King was a eommunlat. 
Information of this nature, wbedier eubatantlated or not, cannot 
be released because of a Department of Justice order r^arding 
all matters of a confidential nature. 




At a press conference on November 18, 1964, I made 
the statement that King was the most notorious liar In the country. 

I did so because he had grossly distorted the fhcts concerning our 
Special Agents handling civil rights Investigations In the South. 

Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 
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l.’lrkwuoQ, October 3b, 


I-'r. Ei^ar Koover 

federal r^r&au ol Invet ti.. ati on 

WasV.lir ton, D. C. 


bear Kr. Hoover: 


I) 


-..e 


t..er irlend cl rine rooted you tayin^. 


trat i.artin Lother Hi;, 


wafc o coo..-.o'ii ct a nd a liar . Kindly 
let :.:e knov, if thlt: i*s -our opinion and vhy and tltaae 


lor Ive fie for loti — riri 


wjt;. 




* t 1 d. 0 i , 




lour-fc Very truly 
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i 1 rkwood, Ko. S12". 
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Octobar 2fl 
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.tamoras, Pennsylvania 1833 



Dear 



ALL irif' 
HERO!': 
■?ATE5 


I have received your letter of October 
want to thank you for your kind remarks regarding m 
traUon of the FBL 


» 1968 




GG;iTAII\'ED 


FIED 

|21st and 
adminls> 


f 


In reply to your inquiry about the activities of 
Martin Luther King, information in our files must be maintained 
as confidential in accordance with regulations of the Department 
of Justice. I regret I am unable to furnish the data you are seek- 
ing. 

I 

I did make the statement that Martin Luther King 
was the most notorious liar in the country at a press cmiferenee 
on November 18, 1664. I did so because he had grosmy distorted 
the facts concerning our Special Agents handling clvil[ rights inves- 
tigations in the South. ' | 

I 

Sincerely yours, | 

J, Edgar Uoovep 


ib7(A; 
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Mohr 
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r«it 



Roivr. 

Sulhvon _ 

Tavel 

c:r.riSi«riv/MCu. 


NOTE; Bufiles contain no identifiable information cohceming ^ 
The individuals named in his letter were not searcheq for purpose 
answering his letter. 
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Uatamoras, Penns^lvani*, ^18336 • 


Mr. J, Edgar Hoover, (Director) 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Wesnlngton, D.C .^20535 • 


ALL IMFORM.ATION COt'TAIN'ED 
HEREIN IS . 

n. L' 'S/VU>*4i 


October 21st, 196a. 




Mr. Tolson . 

Mr. 

M 
M 
M 
Mr. 

Mr. Conjii.l _ 

Mr. r^h 

Mr. G:-: 

Mr. Ji 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 'll :Ut 

Tele. Itoum 

Miss li ...ras 

Mi&s Gandy 



Dear Mr. Hoover; 


I»m writing this letter to ascertain if it was 
possible to oDtain froa your office some literature l^j^vallable 
pertaining to the lao-^us Operand! of Dr. McJtin Luther iJing, Jr. 
nor deceased who was alleged to be one of the leaders of the LivTl 
Higr.ts ...oveuent. In ny personal opinion he was an Impostor and a 
^on-ii^.i -whereDy tne records of nis activities speati for theuiselves. 
It~as nis philosophy that he nad the rlgut to disobey any law he 
tuoug.it was evil or unjust. 





T.'nat prompted tnis letter was I have a Son ^ 

attending high school in this area, and one of tne teachers duri.* ; 
tne course of study is braln-waehing the students oy placing 15r. 
lling on a pedestal to idealize him as a great man, which is an 
insult to mj'’ intelligence, here ia a man performing under the 
guise of .son-violence when he actually advocated Violence, someboc, 
was goofing when he was awarded the Hobel Peace Prlzein 1964, 

As a matter of fact on Nov. lbtn,of the same year you called lir. 

King "The most notorious liar in tho country”. 

TThile on the subject another thing that infuriated 
me recently prior to the Democratic National Convention in Chicagc^, 

111., Senator Eugene J. McCarthy Issued a statement to the effect 
if he were elected President one of the first official acts ho wo 
perform in office would be to fire Mr. J. Edgar Hoover-. It is 
personal opinion he could 'nt hold a patch on Mr. Hoovers pants, 
here Is a man holding one of the most important jobs In the nation 
for almost the past half century as Director of the Federal Bureau y 

of Investigation and has performed some of the most outstanding 
and unheraled feats for the benefit of our country, and his orga.ii- 
zatio.i is second to none througnout the world, and he is one of the 
most dedicated men in nigh government office today, i’ne records 
snsan for tnemselves, crv’ iin 

EX 110 /6d^/6 CC 70' ; 

I’m now retired from the City of New York Police f C 
De Durtment since Sept. 1961, of which I was a .aemoer for a period 
of thirty five years, and during that whole time was assigned to 
the 2dth Precinct, West 123rd Street Station House, located in 
Black Harlem and during that period of time had come In contact 
and ODserved the whole method of operation there, including many 
pnonies only to mention a few, MclPCUs Carvey, Julian the ”Blacc. 

Eagle”, Lladaia bt. Clair, Father Devine and Daddy Orac#. But also 
nad t.ie pleasure of doing business v.ith some good blac k people. . 
tnere also only tc mention a few. — — 

, OCT ^ 1968 


/ 

1 
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( 

Bill ’’BoJ&njlea" ^oinson, (daacer) , Dr. litirsL ll Robs, H.D., 

Dr, Louis '.Vrl^ht, Dr. Dash, Conjress.o&n Adam Cla 2 '-ton 

Powell, Jr., Father who during them times was the head of the 
Abyssinia Baptist Church, Kina Uue UcKonney. (dancer A singer) and 
her Mother u Fcitner, lir. Handy, (song vvriterj, Mr. Randolph, Pres., 
sleeping pu]fc:ian porters union, Mr. Madison, Father Devines lawyer 
and Sugar Ray Robinson. Tnere was also some good times at tne Old 
Lafayette Theatre, 7th Ave.,4c 132nd St., Rockland Palace formerly 
Manhattan Casino, 8th Ave. L 155th, St. , Eddie Smalls Old Paradise 
7th Ave.ic 135th,St. , Renaissance Casino ic Savoy Ballroom, Old Cotton 
Club on Lenox Ave«, Conmonwealth S.C., Tilly&s Kitchen on Lenox 
Ave . , an-’ tne Old Polo Grounds, 8th Ave.,ic 155th St. 

In the late 1920 *s yon were able to perform police duties 
without any interference from politics, I was able to control 
post which extended on Lenox Ave., from 127th to 130th Street's, from 
1926 till 1933 and during said period of time the end of the Night- 
stick was respected by the community in those day's. However the 
coming into power in the early 1930 *s of President Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt, Mayor Fiorello LaGuardiu and Congressman Vito Marckntonla, 
Things then started to change rapidly, the power of inforcing the 
law was steadly being reiooved from the police, and I could them see 
the handwriting on the wall for the end of Iaw & Order In our City 
and for that matter throiighout the country. 

I was promoted to the Detective Bureau In 1933 and remained 
in the same Precinct, The first Harlem Riot occurred March 19th, 1935 
and the second Riot on Aug. 1st, 1943, them ware dark days in Harlem, 

I was present and participated In both Riots and from iny Investigation 
of same it disclosed that the Riots were not spontaneous but a planned 
and manipulated conspiracy and was precipitated by musses of black 
male 6c female persons who resorted to violence, destruction of property 
and looting of hundreds of stores on both occasions, and the losses 
and damages run into the millions of dollars. Including the loss of 
lives and personal injuries. 

The both local newspapers namely the Amsterdam News and the 
Pittsburgh Courier have records pertaining to all the incidents and 
they speak for themselves. 


And from my thirty flveayears experience as a police officer 
In Black Harlen, it Is my contention that 1£ tha power Is not reverted 
back to the use of the Night-stick which is the only language th^t 
eertain elements understand, (with no strings attached), and abolish 
minority appeasement, this nation will fall into CHAOS. 

One of our greatest Presidents namely Theodore Roosevelt, 
his philosophy was "Speak softly and carry a big stick". Amj one of 
our greatest Police Commissioners namely Brover Whelan, his philosophy 
was "Tne law is at the end of the Night-stick". 

So if you would be so kind to forgive me blowing my top 
as a result of bhe incidents mentioned above, I would greatly appreciate 
any literature relative to Mr. King if it is available. 


Wishing you the best of health and good luck for many more 
years to come. 


spectfullx 
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Your letter, witti eocloeuree, was received on October 
and I want to thank you for your very favorable comments concerning my 
administration of this Bureau. ^ 

♦ 

Although I would like to be of assistance concerning your 
inquiry, information c<mtalned In our files must be maintained as con> 
fidential in accordance with regulations ol Uie Department of Justice. I 
regret I am unable to furnish tte data you are seeking. 


Since you may wish to keep your Father's letter and 
lem to you. 

Sincerely yours. 




mailed eaclo^ire, I am returning them to you. 

OCT 161968 

C0MM-f8l 

J. Edgar 
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NOTE: Bufiles contain one reference to correspondent as the destination 
address of a Cuban coming to America in 1966. v .. 
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PERRYTON, TEXAS 79070 



October 9, 1966 


Mr. J, Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover; 


First j let me tell you of my personal admiration for you and 
the fine work you have done for many years. You have been 
"Mr, F.B.I," my entire lifel 

Enclosed please find a letter from my father, who has been a 
fearful man for many years, and vdio is certain that we are 
about to be taken over by the Communists. Also, please 
find a post card he sent m^^ecently, with the supposed 
evidence that Martin Luther-^ing was secretly working with 
and for Communists, 


I am simply interested in anything you would be able to tell tl 
me about this supposed school for the training of Communists I* 
in our country. I am not willing to believe hearsay, but 
only want the known facts, so that is why I am writing to 
you about this. 


Aware of the littleness of this, I hate to take your very 
valuable time, yet as a Minister I am continually beseiged 
by this kind of report, especially in the Texas Panhandle, 


Thank you for your many services, and for this one addi- 
tional service. 


Sincere^ yours, 



flA^ 
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Arkansas Cltj, Kansas. 
Ssptsinber 10« 1968 


Dear son» 


When you irare hare I ntentioned a post card that bad a rather strange 
group of individuals pictured thereon* 1 was able to •■t one for your 
personal scrutiny* fibre it is* 



This picture was made ty a news photographer who was sent to this 
school at Honteagle Tennessee to take a picture of this new and unique 
idea In teaching something » the pennit ms issued and the and Of 
school was not stated* Ad^t education was about all that the application 
stated was the purpose* The photogr^her and a news writer went to the 
place unannounced and had no idea of what they were to find* Catching the 
culprits uoaaware they Just posed as though everything was in order as it 
was supposed to be. The hope they had was that the real leadership of the 
school would not be recognised* 


This all came about through the office of the State Siqierintendent of 




this* 


In the light of all that you have known about the late leader of this 
philosophy* pictxired as No* 1 and this proof of his association with 
such as are pictured here, 1 an at a loss to see how you could have any 
respect for the nan, to say nothing of embracing his nefarious progran of 
wrecking our nation* ELs non-violent way of doing was the smooth plan of 
an anarchist. 


Patriotic, Christian citizens of this republic of the U*S*A* ^oold not 
be caught in this web of the planners for revolution and anarchy which 
will result in a wrecking of all that has been good in this countxy and 
the evils will be multiplied for all* I hope that you can bring yourself 
to sea that you have been di^d and get right in your thinking and 
arvaluatlon of things as they are* Ksona and I pray for you evexy day that you 
will see the li^^and gat to take your bearings and sake all cbanj^s that 
(cJ should be made* this liberal philosoply is wrong* It does not 

measure to the idbls gauge right livings Tou lyre w^l 
to think for yourself* SO IT* 


ALL WF0?r-’«T!0« COfTAIfl 

Hf i'rji; '.j . if 

’ I" a • (» -n •• ' ■ Pnui^ 

«">7A 


love, your father. 
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Idcntificitions 

The pctttrr on the other u6t wu rumIc at 
Highlander Folk School danng the Labor Dar 
w«ek*end of 19 fT. Attentive fKipili identified 
h]T the numbers are: 

1. Martin Lother King, Jr. The aaaociation 
indicated here is not unotua! for Dr. King, who 
belongs to aeveral important Communiat front 
organizations, anti who regularly employi or 
affiliates with knovn Communists. 

2. Abner V. Berry, of the Central Committee 
of the Communtic Party. 

J. Aubrey iriUjams, President of the Commu- 
oin front, the Southern Conference Educational 
Fund. 

4. Myiei Horton, Director of the Highlander 
Folk School (for Communist Trataing), Mont- 
Tennessee. This kKooI wai later cloa^ down 
by the State of Tenncaaee, but an offapriag ia now 
thrieing in KnoiTille. 

TAesr pmtC€fdi (No. CK2) err 
mmUhit of my AmtrUm Opinion 
Ubfry, #r 20 cor/j for |1.00; or 
direciiy by moU, PotUge pidd^ from 

American Opinion 

Belmont, Massachusetts 02178 
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ifjtLii-: IS ij;;j-jvSsinED 

(96*7 A 


Y<mr letter of October 9th has been received. 


While I would like to be of assLetance to yon, infor- 
mation concerning the alleged eommuniat activitiea of Martin Lather 
King, whether aubstantUted or not, cannot be released because of a 
Department of Justice order regarding all matters of a confidential 
nature. I regret I am unable to be of he^ in this instance, r . 
iv-ir ^ . 



Sincerely yours, 
&orar 


JbtAtLED 21 

CCT 161968 
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Tolson — 
DeLooch - 

Mohr 

Bishop — 
Casper 
Col 2 oh on - 
Conrod 

Telt 

Cole 

Roien 
SuJJivon _ 
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Hoimes r— ^ 
Gandy __ 


NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. 
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Pranlcllii, Wiscansin 53132 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 

Gentlemen ; 


. ; ':tl 'Jc .1^ i < 



I ’ 


r It* 




'triCD 


i : r ; 




I uould like a report of 70tf^investigation into the CcBBmmistic 
Activities of Martin Luthe^-lC!^g, 

If there is a fee, please let me know. 
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rOeld, Massachttsette 01S42 


Dear 


m 


been recelred* 


Your letter of October lUh, vlth eoelosure, Ina 

I 

♦ 

While I would like to be of aaei stance to 70 a, the 


alleged co mm u n ist activities and afHiinHann Mar ^n Lather 
Qjag, whether substaiolated or not, be r^eaeed because 

of a Department of Justice order regarding all matters of a eoofl* 
dential nature. I regret I am unable to be of help In this Instance. 

itneerely jours, 

tWgtt Bw^ 




SwII;6an 

Tovsl ^ 
T rotler ^ 

Tejt, . 

Holmes 

Gvidy 


NOTE: Bufiles contain no record cf correspondent. 
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October U, 1966 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 


PI L INFORMATION CONTAINED 
If REIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
’ ' a- 1 a *L BY 

Ootl. 


The enclosed photostat is a copy of a letter, without 
the letterhead and signature, of an alunnus of this school who 
reacted very strongly against the action the student body took 
in establishl^ a memorial scholarship fund in honor of 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 


In a previous letter to me this same gentleman 
claimed that the P.B.I<. had incontrovertible evidence that 
Nr. King was not only a Ccmmunist, but a «wn dedicated to the 
violent overthrow of this country- 

I would very much appreciate it if your office could 
check out the veracity of the statements in this letter. The 
gentleman who wrote this letter feels very strongly and I 
respect his rigfht to feel as he does. I am curious, before I 
present his views to students, however, to be sure of the 
accuracy of the statements he makes. 



I am sending him a copy of this letter. 





r 










rr 


i ’ ' r I ^ \ 


B YS 

6b7/i, 


October 1 , I96S 


but-) 


My dear 1 

eax. not coae oc I trill acjc you tc resd tn:..« to your etudests 

who wish to create a "»enorial" to Martin Lather King. 


If you, your facility, and (by seepa^) your atudents have bccoae poeaeseed 
of the eurioua idea that Martin Luther King believed in, or practiced a single 
one of the claaaic and noble traditions of this nation, or even lived by a single 
Ciiristian aoral and ethical law, then you are the cruel Tictiir.s 0' a deliberate 
delusion fostered by the liberal press, the liberal comnunicstioii reJ.ia, and the 
liberalr jJi politics* 


Martin Luther King was a tool of the CoMunlsts in tlJ.s country 1 He was 
trained by thea in the revolutionary tactics of CoHuauist infiltration, street 
fighting, and the open use of violence, hatred and defiance of law, along with 
other CoBDunista and other negroes selected for this tsak. He was schoolsd in the 
evil and subtle tactics of deceit, the bold use of the dynamic lie and the constant 
aaployment of cold, bitter racial hatred. He was trained to use all these tools, 
under the ruise of "not— violence” and of the Ghandi style of ’'passive refii Ke.” 


These are facts, documented and available in print and are published by the 
Qovemment Printixig Office in Washington as the evidence exposed and collabed by 
the investigating cowEittees of the Con^^ss of the United States, an elected ar. i 
dsBocratlc rspresentational body upon which our govemsent rests. Tney aru further 
revealed in the periodic reports of the FBI under J. Edgar Hoover who Indicted iSag 
as a liar and was never challenged* They are, as well, set forth in the many books 
hy reputable scholars and writers. 

/c ^ -/f (( V c ■ y ^ 
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Th« iBcoatro'r»rtlkx« fact that all thaaa 4ata axiat, iad ara apparantly kapt 
from jour atudaata. Mho ara allovad, la thalr aallow iaaoeaaca, to iaduls# ia alUj 
aaBtlaantallaa and aieUy adoratloa of Martla Lathar Kla(» ia aa ladietaaat aot 
jaet of you aad year faavlty hut of aducatioa la gaaeral* iad thla adoratloa gata 
■ora aaodlla aaary day* It ia a Aaaa to laaaa thaaa youag bob, antruatad to your 
eara and paid for tha aaaa hy paranta, la thla Ignoraaca and In this delusion. It 
ia ahocklng not to tall than tha truth, baeauaa, fad hy tba auah; pablua of sticky 
adoration of tha wrong Gods, they will aot ha in wary good abapa to assase ooral 
and athical Taluas id&an thay gat to eoUaga. And, tba ability to aasass such vnlueE 
maod to ha tha baala of all adwcatlen. How oan your atudants know what such values 
ara, whan thay ara gllowad to raaeh for and ■aaoriallaa a dalty who dastroyad all 
■uch Taluas in hla own llfatiaa. 

And, hayond tha paraonal ralatlonahlp of thaaa young nan %/lth society, there 
ia a greater duty. It ia tba duty of every cltlsaa who Inharitad these ideals to 
work for the ideals upon which this nation was founded, and with all other loyal 
Aaericana to strengthen this Bepubllc in its tine of trial. The unique wisdoa of 
the founding fathers in oraatlng a Constitution that has aurrlved uany trials in 
our history, raaultad In Constitutional goTamaent idilch was based on tba workable 
and sanalbla notion of defining and aaparating tba ralationshipe aaongst tha eitizana, 
tha state, and the federal govamaent. Tha feeling that tha fraadoaa now unique 
in the world, which thla eonstitutlonal govemnent created and idiich patriotic 
Aaericana have won, la a feeling every good Aaerlcan ought to support. 

When aan arise whoea actiona ara alaad to rand asunder this great tradition 

% 

and to ,abstter this constitutional atrangth, than such aan ara the anaalas of our 
country. Such aan should ha taken froa sooiaty and kapt fraa further daaollshing 
that idiich tha rest of ua have fou^t for aad still aheriah. 8«oh a aan was Martin 
XMther King. Hia.tory, m wa hapa It aay aaaa ha written by objaetlva acbclars. will 
reveal and docuaant acre and acre the disaster be let loose upon this nation. 

To aaaoriallza a aan like this, ia to aaaorialiM the anaalas of our freedoms, 
.the traitors to our cause, and tha defectors froa our idaala and traditions. King 
was all these things and acre, and as such, he should have been dealt with as are 
other anti-Araericana who prsetice treachery and proaote anarchy. 

- Tour auggastion that, because King was "aaaaainatad”, tha student's adoration 
and the tribute la justifihd and ia azeusabla. In the first place, was killed 

by an unknown hand, who night, whan proved (which has aot yet happened) turn out to 
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b# a Coasttoiat the aaae aa Oawald. farther I would warn you that the word "aaaaaiiia- 
tlon" ia not aaed for the aorder of rabble^roaaera aad deaMfOgaea; It la only ayyro^ 
prlate for the aurder of heada of atate. Klag aaa hat the head of aaythiag except 


the aegro reTolatloaax 7 heat oa the doatnwtlaa of oar atate. lagardleaa of year 
hellefay yon ahould at loaat aidhor to aeaaatiaa* 


^ day that If oho objecta to Xiag*a aetioaa oae advocatea hla aurder to 
repeat the eoloaaal aoa-aequltar of our tiae* 


Vo oae condonea aarder^ sot aren of Kiag. 1 aa» ea are all loyal daerieaaa, 
agaiaat thia warder aad all aurdem Bj the aaae totcea 1 aa (aa ahould you ba) 
agaiaat the aardera that King* a reTolatloa laati gated, jaat aa I aa agaiaat tha 
dastroction of law aad order by the aegro laourrootioa lod, iaaplred aad planned 
by King. 

It la your duty aa an adult aa veil aa the haadaaater of a acbool, to explain 
to your charges that these two things anat be aeparated. There la no relation 
(except oae you choose to aeke) betweea the lajuatice done to King by his still 
unknown aurderer, and the ahooklng, aational, senaeleaa la justice done to the alUlona 
of loyal law^ldlng, peado-lowlng Aaerleana by Hartln Luther and hla foUowara. 

I eondeaa both as you ahould* 

I eoadean King's auder but 1 also eonda«Klag aa a traitor to his aatloa, a 
Ban who adwocatad deallag with our oaeaj, the Ccaauhista, who are 
of Aaerleana la Vlat Van. I omideBn King-aa the chief aoeer, of a revolution, a 
' bloo^ deatructive and otU revolution, against hla own action and of overt violence 
of lav and order 'sa a aatter of planned policy* 

.1 condean Kartln Luther King who mM reaponslbXa for the aillions of dollars 
worth of property destroyed, burned aad looted by aagroes, and of lives snuffed 
out by Boba frenxled by the doctrlnaa aad idoaa that K*ag kept apoutlhg. 

If blind hatred, aa I know you llborals bolieve, was the cause of King's aurder 
(thia baa not baen proved), then idiy condone blind hatred set up by King and loosened 
on our people In the violence that has been the aadenlahle order of the day since 
King started it. blind hatred begets acre hatred* All this ends as Comounists 
planned it to end, in utteracarchy* ' 

1 ahould think the irony of all this would appeal to you. How Ironic can you 
gat when the nan who created aore trouble, conflict and civil war in this nation than 
any other' individual Ih our history, could be along with other Coocuaiste, awarded 
the Nobel "i'eace" Prls>e. 
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Hhll* it Im irotti«^ -) wltMBS 4*Btb of a bu Vjf aword who lua llwod 
by tbt aword, tha roal iToay liaa In tha fact that Hartia Lather King, ragardlaaa 
of what ha aald ha waa doing, did iacita othara to aiolaaea. And, ha did oaa tha 
of aora Tlolanca, aa a aordid and flagrant blacknall apon your rapraaanta^ 
tiraa and alna, in tha Congraaa, to paaa aora *^iTil riots'* lawn allagad to ba 
for tha baaafit of tha nagroaa.«.who ware looting, bamljig and killing ragardlaaa 
of the fact that thaaa laws had ranoaad all legal barrlara to negro adTanoeaentl 
Biatory will reveal King and record hia for whnt he «aa. If ha had haliaaed in 
non-violence (aa ha aaid be did) he would have (aa ha oonld have) atopped tha vielanee 
that alwaya reaultad fren hla preaanoe* 

lot only did King fail to prevent a aingle incidant of violence or fr^nta- 
tioB of law, bnt avea when he planned and knew ahead of tiae where violence woxad 
empt, he did not atop the planning nor the aubaeciuaBt roaalta. Aa in the eaae 
of the Monphla rlota. King knew they would happen and never lifted hie finger er 
hla voice to atop then or to %ram the aathoritiea that they would happen* He knew 
ahead of tine and helped to plan the Invnalco of Vaahington by the hlack hoodlvaa. 
gangatera and c r lnlnala and tha blaek anarchy that waa ita and product. 

Every year during Kin^a aetlvltiaa^ crlna in the Onited States increased 
aaterlally* The najorlty of crine waa ooMitted by negrooa and thin included 
nurder, looting, burf lary, arugging, rape and araon la idiich frea five to ten 
tinea acre aegroaa eoanittad aucb erlnaa than wfaltea* Also, the najorlty of il- 
loginate children in this country are black and over 8o$K of all persona in the 
urban araaa on relief, well unto the aecoiyl or third generation, are black. The 
nllliona of dollars for aid to dapandeat children la largely spent on black people. 

All this reaultad froa King's '^ainlatry". And, there is no record that Mr. Kj«g 
waa aver ordained aa a Chrlatlnn ninlnter. 

Thcee are facta* 

Sven hie own race eondeaned bin and hla influence I George Schuly.er, the noat 
diatlnguiahad negro newanan and cdunniat (in an editorial after King's death) aaid 
that however tragic and unfortunate King's nurder waa, "it waa largely a natter of 
hla own doing*" 

He lives by the sword will die by the sword. 

Congreaanan A. U* bataon, investigating King's actions and Incendiary talk, 
declared that King was the bralna behind the riots that resulted in 118 derthe 
in the y«ar 196?* Ar.d, he aald that King's danger lay in the fact that he. King, 
was 6ly and cleVer enoxigh to convince anny good Anerleana that ha waa *hamle8S and 
reapectable” while he waa actually "aiding sad abetting the Coaauniat oonapiracy 
against this nation." 
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After 1 b with the tw» of the seat ^wleleBt leeAere of blook 

mnarebj and Tiolenee (I refer to Caralchael and Bap Brown said thej kill 

and bttTB)»..Kia£ Bade a atataaent wttfiMt* * *be aoek to ear to the natloB In our 
aaapaigt that If yon don*t atralAhten wp. then yon*re wrltlnir yonr own obltuarr ** 


Thaae were the and threata of pour hero Martin lather Xia(> Thia wan typical 
af the blaekaail he eaployed to eow eenal politieiana into aubaiaeioa. King van 
aot oaly aasoeiated with known aativiatle Coaaaniata (all trained to deatrop our 
•eeernaent), bat he hired aa aeeretariaa two of the worat oriainala the negro raee 
haa eeer produced: 1. Bepard Bnatin, a aoaTieted aodoaiat and aozual perrert, 

2. Jack O'Dell (alina Banter Pitta), id:o waa axpoaed aa a Ceaauniat bp the U. £• 
Senate, and who waa a Coaaanlat organiaer in Mew Orleana. When the heat on theae 
two CoBBuniats becaae too hot, ling reoorted to the deoeltfwl atretegea of "firing** 
then aa hia aeeretariaa. Be then get then joba in another part of hia organlaation. 


la thia the aaint to he adored and hold in hl^ aateen bp nice noznol pouag 
Anerioaa hope In pdur aehoolf If yon are going to haee a nonorial to King, let 
auch a nonorial tell the truth* 

But Klng'a work aa a illegal inatigator of elolence and the ahattering of law 

f 

and order, waa not hia neat deatrootive oontribution to the cItU war in our land* 
Be waa the author of the new noralitp**«which in no noralitp* Be waa the ineentor 
af "flexible norala"*.*the colt and apatea bp idiieh anp peraon who does not like 
the lawn can break then with iapunitp* And, id:at la worse, the philoeophp that 
any and all aeaaa, howerer, falaa, howaeer lUagal, howerar imtoral, are perfectly 
eorracti and good if tbo ond io oonoeiead, by tha paroon ooanlttiag these erines 
to be goodi Svil neaao beget evil ends* King believed that good ends juetlfp avll 
neano* Thia is why aur crine rata haa risen cut of all proportion during King's 
aotiTitiee 1 


In thia he haa left hia black and avful nark npon oar tinaa. If you conaone 
a aenorial to ixin, I think you eboold know tha facts about King. Before you use 
any aonep given you by parent s for the proper adneatioa of their sons, I think you 
should ask the parents if tbay condone such a aea»rial. Bat before you ask thea, 

1 sug.-est you send then a copy of this latter and let thea see the other sxde, the 
real aide, the true aide, that haa been kept fron their naive sons. 




J 



Pas* 6 


If jou don’t want do tbla, I will W glad to aaad Jita ooples. 
Than^ take a vote and see «dxat the pareats say* 

This, I think, you are obligated to do. 

Ton have no right to dolndo those boys %fithont their paronte consent* 

Faithfully yours, 





1 October It, 1668 







Tour letter of October 0th has been received. 

While I wonl4 to be of assistance to you, Infor- 
matioa concerning the alleged commiinist activities of Martin Lather 
King, whether substantiated or not, cannot be released because of a 
Department of Justice order regar^Ung all matters of a confidential 
nature. I regret I am unable to be of help in this instance. 
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Sincerely yours, 
J, Edgar Hcx>yer 



_ DeLooch _ 
Mohr 

Casper 

CaJlahan 

■v'“ \ Conrod 

' */; TeJi 

'■ ’ CflJe 

Rosen ___ 

Sglljvon 

' ToveJ 

Trotter 

Tele, Room 

• Holmes 

Gondy 


NOTE: Bufil^^ontain no record of correspondent. 
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Federal Bureau of investigation 
Washington, D.C. 

Gentlemen : 

I would like a report of your investigation into the Conmunistic 
Activities of Martin Luther King. 


Sincerely, 






W'.ttD 


W.L 1 • M-rk 
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October 14, 1968 
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ALL INFOR'MTION CONTAINED 
HEREIf-; IS UNGLhSSIFIEO 
DATE£./J n ^Z'iSP 

6^1 


Toar letter of October 7th has been received. 

While I wduld like to be of assistance In cqd> 
nection with your Inquiry, Information concerning die alleged 
communist affiliations of Martin Luther King, whether sub* 
stantiated or not, cannot be released because of a Department 
of Justice order regarding all matters 6t a confidential nature. 
I regret I am unable to be of help In this instance. 

Sincerely yours, 

I, Edgar Hoovef 
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NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. 
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Atlanta Ga. 30315 
October 7, 1968 




J. E. Hoover 
of, F. B. I. 

Washington D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover, 

I am listing to a local radio station which is all 
talk and thi gentleman calls in and says ri».^ 

^ K ing was a communist I would like for you to tell me what you 
think, as I respect you very much from all your years in service 
for our country 

I will appreciate your answer. 


* ' 


Sincerely, 


. \ 
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ALL INFORMATION CGnTAINED 

herein IS uncu\ss(f!ed 

DATE^j> »i_.F;/5^ .t/jg^ji^ 

c/ 
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^Jivii! ^iv-Xv^C-^L^ 
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Octobers, IMS 



«t0 2Z 



?ar»!isr“^ 



1 bare received your letter of September SSth. 

While 1 would certainly like to be of assistance to you, Infor- 

♦ 

maUoa In our files must be maintained as confidential In 
accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice. 

I am sorry I am unable to Ihmlsh the data you are seeking. 

Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 




NOTE: Bullies contain no Information identifiable with correspondoit. 
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Andrew, Texas 
Sept. 28, 1968 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover: ALL iNFORMATl Of* CuH i AlUt. 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

Dear Sir: DATE » * BYSPS^ 

Please send me information concerning the 
political background of the late Martin Luther^^g. 


Sincerely, 



18 OCT 4 1958 
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AIL INFORM ATiOMCON’T-VtUtP 

herein is UHOLASSlFip 
n ?^TE BY Sfi^^tinUiL. 

w] • / 

VoRRESPOnteiiJ ^y 








October 1, 1068 



I received your letter, vlth enclosure, on Septem- 
ber 26th and want to thank you for your comments concerning 
my work with this Bureau.* 



While I would like to be of assistance to you, Infor- 
matlon about the alleged communist affiliations of Martin Luther 
l ^'Klng , whether substantiated or not, cannot be releMed because~^ 
of a Department of Justice order regarding all matters of a con- 
fidential nature. 1 regret I am unable to be of assistance to you 
In this instance. 


Sincerely yours, 

J^Ed^ HooveC 




ToJson . 


i DtLooch . 
Mohr 


Bishop 

^ Coipet 


? Callahan . 

Conrad 

r*li . 

/ - Cole . 


Bo son 
' SuiJjyon 
■ T ovej 
Trot 

Holmes 

Candy 


NOTE: Bufiles oontain no informatioD identifiable with correq;>ondent. 
Her enclosure was a piece of notepaper bearing the statement "Keep up 
the good work! All anti Communist are behind you. " 
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Federal Bureau of Investagtion 
Washington, D.C 



Stou^ton, Mass 


h-rM 


Dear Sirs 


I am very interested in the story of Martin Luther King, 
I have heard that many people think he was a commuist. 

I was just woundering if there is any truth to this 
statement or is it just opinion? 

So I figuarg if he was a Commuist the F. B. 1. would 
have someting on him, and wouldn’t mind sending me a copy. 


Plus I want to congradulate you and your fellow 
workers on the good job you are doing, we need more men like 
you. And Tell J Edger Hoover I said Hello! 


Thank you 


/s/ 
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